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PREFACE 
 
 
I started to research the Stalker family from the Central Lowlands of Scotland when I began my 
genealogical inquiries into my father’s family. He was George Alexander Bain (1913-2006) and, like 
me, he was born in Canada, to which his parents, Thomas Bain (1888-1969) and Margaret Smart (1880-
1915), had emigrated in 1911 and 1912 respectively. 
 
The Bain inquiries led me to conduct further research on my Scottish ancestors, eventually leading me 
to the Stalkers. Caroline Stalker (1799-1868; 1.2) was my paternal third great grandmother. She 
married Thomas Bowie (1800-64; 1.2a), and their granddaughter, Caroline Bowie (1858-1927), 
married my great grandfather George Bain (1855-1920), thereby linking the Stalkers to the Bowies and 
the Bains. The histories of the Bowie and Bain families are given separately.  
 
Each member of the Stalker family has been recorded using the d’Aboville System, a descending 
numbering method developed by Count Jacques d’Aboville in 1940. Descendants are assigned the 
number of their parent, followed by sequential numbers for the children. Spouses of direct 
descendants are denoted by the number of their partner, followed by a, b (if an individual marries 
twice), and so on. Stepchildren follow the line of their birth parent. The number of digits indicates the 
relevant generation. This system ensures that each individual has his or her own unique number. For 
example: 
 
1.1.3.2 Sarah Simon Knox – the second child of: 
1.1.3 Archibald Knox – the third child of: 
1.1 Margaret Stalker – the first child of: 
1 Alexander Stalker 
 
In referring to “great great” antecedents or descendants, the number of “greats”, counting the first, 
is denoted by an ordinal number. For example: my great great great grandmother Caroline Stalker 
(see above) is my 3rd great grandmother.   
 
Where a given name is italicised, this indicates the preferred name by which the individual was known; 
it may be a second or third name, pet name or abbreviation rather than that with which they were 
baptised.  
 
Most of the notes to the tables in Section 5 of this volume refer to information that was available up 
to circa 2002. Biographical notes have generally not been attached to the entries for children born 
after the mid-1980s. 
 
Although the Stalkers and the Bains are related, the genealogical distance between them is 
considerable; indeed, if I had known how much work would be involved in tracing them, I would not 
have started to do so. Hence, unlike with some of the other Scottish and Irish families that I have 
traced, I have not attempted to describe the historical, social and economic context in which they 
lived. I have, however, included a selected bibliography of works that would be useful to those wishing 
to do so.     
 
In compiling this family history, I have benefitted from the help of several individuals. My greatest 
debt is to the late Daniella Shippey of Ancestry Research in Edinburgh, whose excellent and meticulous 
genealogical work is largely responsible for the production of this history. When Daniella had to retire 
because of ill health, genealogist and researcher Rosemary Bigwood of Edinburgh, who has helped me 
greatly with the genealogies of other Scottish families to which I am related, completed the work.  
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My thanks are also due to Tim Hughes of Tim Hughes & Associates in Surrey, for his diligent research 
on relevant military records, and to Dr Tyrone Bowes of Irish Origenes, whose DNA research confirmed 
my ancestral links with eastern Scotland. His findings are reported in Section 6 of this volume. 
 
As the work progressed, I delegated the typing and, later, the word processing to professional 
secretaries. Two require special mention and thanks: Linda Lowther, who was a colleague at the 
London Business School during the 1990s, and particularly Pauline Allen, who worked closely with me 
from 1998, when I joined Queen’s University Belfast, and has continued to do so after my retirement 
from Queen’s in 2004 until the present day. The meticulous work of marshalling all the information 
into tabular form is primarily her handiwork.   
 
Once the research was completed and the resulting information was put in tabular form, it had to be 
prepared for publication. I am grateful to digital designer Jim Armstrong for drawing the map, and to 
Jonathan Ridgway and his colleagues at print management specialists CDS for producing the finished 
version. Before they could do so, however, the entire typescript had to be copy edited. Anne Langford, 
a former colleague at Queen’s, undertook this exacting task by, among other things, assigning a 
d’Aboville number to each individual, standardising the layout and references, checking and proof 
reading, drafting the Preface and Introduction, removing infelicities, and liaising with the 
photographer and the printer. I am most grateful for her professional support and – since births, 
marriages, and deaths are never-ending – for encouraging me to draw the project to a close and to 
publish it. 
 
I am also grateful to the following institutions, with whom copies of this volume have been deposited: 
the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland in Belfast, the Ulster Historical Foundation in Belfast, the 
Linen Hall Library in Belfast, the Mellon Centre for Migration Studies in Omagh, the Scottish Genealogy 
Society in Edinburgh, and the Court of the Lord Lyon in Edinburgh. 
 
Despite everyone’s efforts, I am sure that errors remain in the multitude of data and facts that have 
been assembled. For these, I am responsible. 
 
 
George Sayers Bain 
Eden House 
1 Edenturcher Road 
County Antrim 
Northern Ireland 
 
7 September 2018 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

Stalker is a relatively uncommon name, believed to derive from the Middle English verb “stalk(en)”. 
The meaning of the name is self-evident: “a fowler who goes warily and softly in pursuit of his game; 
one who walks on stilts over ditches in pursuit of moor-fowl.”1  
  
The first of the Stalkers whom I can definitely claim as a direct ancestor is Alexander (1), my fourth 
paternal great grandfather. His date of birth is unknown but, as he married on 13 November 1795 at 
the age of 24 and died c. 27 January 1836 at the age of 64, it is likely to be c. 1771. He is described as 
a “servant” and “labourer”. He and his wife, Helen Marshall (1768-?; 1a), had nine children, of whom 
the second, Caroline (1799-1868; 1.2), was my third paternal great grandmother. Five of Caroline’s 
siblings – Margaret (1798-?; 1.1), James (1802-?; 1.3), Robert (1804-64; 1.4), William (1809-88; 1.6), 
and Helen (1813-?; 1.8) married and had children. Her brother John (1811-?; 1.7) also married, but 
there is no trace of children from this marriage. Her brother Alexander (1807-?; 1.5) is assumed to 
have died young, as another Alexander (1.9) was born in 1816. There is no trace of the later 
Alexander’s marriage in Clackmannanshire. 
 
 
Caroline Stalker (1.2) and Descendants 
 
Caroline married Thomas Bowie (1800-64; 1.2a), a “labourer” and “carter” in 1827 and they had six 
children. Four of their children – Helen (1828-?; 1.2.1), Alexander (1833-?; 1.2.3), John (1835-?; 
1.2.4), and Helen (1838-?; 1.2.5) – are assumed to have died young. Their second child, Thomas (c. 
1832-83; 1.2.2), my second great grandfather, married Janet Muil in 1856 and they had fourteen 
children, of whom the second, Caroline (1858-1927), married George Bain (1855-1920), my great 
grandfather. Their descendants are listed in the histories of the Bowies and the Bains, which are 
given separately. The sixth child of Caroline and Thomas Bowie, James (1841-1910; 1.2.6), married 
Margaret McGregor in 1867, and their descendants are listed in the history of the Bowies.  
 
 
Robyn J Williams Website 
 
When carrying out research on the Stalkers, I came across a website created by Canadian 
genealogist Robyn J. Williams.2 Although there are a few differences in information, it is clear that 
she and I have a number of Stalker ancestors in common, including my fourth paternal great 
grandfather, Alexander (1). She traces the Stalkers to a Robert Stalker, born around 1657, who may 
have been Alexander’s great grandfather. She also traces Alexander’s grandson, also named 
Alexander (1829-?; 1.4.1), of whom there is no trace in Scotland after the 1841 Census of Population. 
According to Ms Williams’s website, he emigrated to the United States in 1848, where he married 
and had children. 
 
 
Location 
 
The Stalkers were, and are, a family with deep roots in Clackmannanshire, Scotland’s smallest 
county, located in the Central Lowlands, bordering on Perthshire, Kinross-shire, Stirlingshire and Fife. 
                                                           
1 William Arthur. An Etymological Dictionary of Family and Christian Names (New York: Sheldon, Blakeman, 
1857), 239. 
2 Tenthousandnames.robynjwilliams/com/stalker.html. Accessed 11 November 2015. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perthshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kinross-shire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stirlingshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fife
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Most of them lived, worked and died in the county’s main towns of Alloa, Alva, Sauchie, Tillicoultry, 
and Tullibody, although several members of later generations moved to the Scottish cities of 
Edinburgh, Glasgow and Stirling. There is very little evidence of emigration in their history. It is 
possible, however, that Robert Shepherd (1865-?; 1.6.7.3) and his family emigrated to Canada prior 
to World War 1 (see pp. 107-109). Robert’s nephew William (1895-1963; 1.6.7.2.2) married 
Margaret Duncan (1896-1944; 1.6.7.2.2a) in Hamilton, Ontario in 1924, but subsequently returned 
to Scotland. He died in Alloa.  
 
 
Socio-economic Status 
 
The Stalkers were a working-class family, and many individuals in the earlier generations found 
employment in the area’s main industries, particularly the wool-spinning and weaving mills, in which 
both males and females were employed, and coal-mining. Others worked in domestic service and 
agriculture. A number of those in later generations became skilled tradesmen such as joiners and 
electricians. A small number entered the professions, including Mary Knox (1932-86; 1.1.4.2.4.1), her 
son Anthony Jensen (b. 1961; 1.1.4.2.4.1.1), Isabel Morrison (1908-2001); 1.1.7.5.2), her niece 
Elizabeth Morrison (b. 1938; 1.1.7.5.1.1), and Linda Rennie (b. 1951; 1.6.8.2.1.2.2), all of whom 
became teachers. 

 
 
Stalkers in Scotland Today 
 
Although many of Caroline Stalker’s descendants (notably the Bains) are now located far beyond 
Scotland’s shores, several of Alexander Stalker’s descendants are still living in Scotland today. In 
particular, descendants of Margaret (1.1), James (1.3), and William (1.6) were living in 
Clackmannanshire, Edinburgh and Gullane (East Lothian) at the end of the 20th Century. 
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Introduction 
 

A diverse array of commercial ancestral DNA tests can be used to explore one’s ancestry. By far the 
most popular is the autosomal test that sheds light on all an individual’s recent ancestral lines. This 
test analyses autosomal DNA – the genetic material contained in the 22 non-sex chromosomes (i.e., 
excluding the X and Y chromosomes) – that are inherited from both parents, and the results can 
provide valuable information on an individual’s ancestral ethnicity and genealogical relationships. 
Because a person’s autosomal DNA is a random mixture of their mother’s and father’s DNA, it is unique 
to each individual, with the exception of identical twins.  

Making sense of relationships revealed through autosomal DNA testing can be challenging. DNA tests 
can be used to verify relationships with a high level of accuracy for parent/child relationships and all 
relationships up to the second cousin (or fourth generation) level, but additional contextual and 
genealogical information is often required to confirm the exact nature of the relationship. The more 
DNA that two people share, the more recently an individual’s shared (paternal or maternal) ancestor 
once lived. In addition, many of an individual’s autosomal matches will reveal surnames and place 
names associated with their family tree, and these can hold crucial clues as to where the various lines 
in their ancestral tree originated. 

 
Interpreting the Autosomal Results 

 
An examination of George Bain’s FTDNA Family Finder autosomal DNA test results1 revealed 2,010 
genetic relatives (as of December 2016), 1,183 of whom record details of their ancestral surnames or 
locations. What is striking is that the locations revealed by the test subject’s autosomal genetic 
relatives are not random; given their relative population size, Scotland and Ireland (where his ancestral 
connections lie) feature prominently; see Figure 1. 
 

 
Figure 1: Some 60% of George Bain’s Family Finder genetic 
matches record some sort of ancestral information (surname or 
location). Compared to a selected number of countries, both 
Scotland and Ireland feature prominently. 

                                                           
1 Family Finder DNA Kit No. 88878, Password K1319. Website: www.familytreedna.com. The Family Finder 
autosomal test is designed to find relatives on any of an individual’s ancestral lines within the last five 
generations. 
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Irish Autosomal Matches 
 

George Bain’s most recent ancestry lies within Ireland, and this is reflected by his autosomal results, 
where Ireland is recorded by approximately 26% of his ancestral matches that register ancestral 
information. An examination of the Irish counties listed among George Bain’s genetic relatives reveals 
that the counties of Ulster feature prominently; see Figure 2.  
 
Much of his ancestry lies among the Protestant Planter community within Northern Ireland and the 
Family Finder matches reflect relationships that developed among his Ulster relatives. His autosomal 
results also show the relationships that developed among his ancestral lines in specific locations and 
they can hold clues as to the origin of other (non-Irish) ancestors. 
 
 

 
Figure 2: Autosomal matches reveal an ancestral connection with Ulster. An examination of the Irish Counties 
reveals that Ulster features prominently, indicating that many of the ancestral relationships formed with George 
Bain’s genetic matches occurred within Northern Ireland where his most recent recorded ancestry lies.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnicity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogical
http://www.familytreedna.com/
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 Scottish Families 
 
George Bain has strong ancestral ties with eastern Scotland where his Smart, Bowie, Stalker, Wallace 
and Wilkie ancestors originate. An examination of the distribution of Scottish Smart, Bowie, Stalker, 
Wallace and Wilkie farming communities reveals that they are prevalent within eastern Scotland; see 
Figure 3. 
 

 
Figure 3: Surnames arose in an agrarian society and farmers with each surname can still be found concentrated 
in the areas where the first ancestor to take the surname lived. An examination of the distribution of Bowie, 
Smart, Stalker, Wallace and Wilkie farmers reveals multiple unrelated groups associated with different 
geographical areas. These groups, however, occur in closest proximity to one another in eastern Scotland (red 
broken circle) where the test subject’s earliest Bowie, Smart, Stalker, Wallace and Wilkie ancestors are recorded.  
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Approximately 20% of Scottish surnames are associated with a single geographical location, which 
means that each Scottish county has a “fingerprint of associated surnames”. This is best illustrated by 
several of the spousal surnames. Marshall, the maiden name of Alexander Stalker’s wife, Helen (1a; 
see p. 1) is found close to the Stalkers in Perthshire; see Figure 4. 
 

 
Figure 4: An examination of the Scottish Marshall farming community reveals that they are found in closest 
proximity to Stalkers in Perthshire in eastern Scotland. 
 
 

 
  



 

228 
 

Scottish Autosomal and Surname Analysis 
 

The ancestral information shared by George Bain’s autosomal genetic relatives revealed a significant 
number of references to counties in the North (Inverness-shire), Northeast (Aberdeenshire, Angus, 
Fife) and Southwest (Ayrshire, Dumfriesshire) of Scotland. As Bowie, Smart, Stalker, Wallace and 
Wilkie are common surnames associated with multiple locations, this means that the genetic matches 
are not necessarily linked to his ancestral lines that originated within eastern Scotland.  
 
Cross-referencing autosomal matches with surname and location research can, however, shed light 
on the origin of an ancestral line. Autosomal matches reflect the relationships that developed across 
an individual’s various ancestral lines over the last 150 to 200 years. Many of one’s ancestral relatives 
in the Family Finder DNA results have detailed earlier ancestral information (surnames and locations 
stretching beyond 200 years). Since each area of Scotland has its own “fingerprint” of associated 
surnames, it is possible to explore the surnames exclusive to the area where one’s earliest ancestors 
are recorded, (in this instance eastern Scotland), to see if they occur within an individual’s autosomal 
results and support an ancestral link to a specific location. Also, since farmers with each surname often 
still concentrate in the area where a person’s surname first appeared, it is possible to identify the 
precise origin of an ancestral line.  
 
George Bain’s earliest Stalker ancestors are recorded in Clackmannanshire, and an.examination of the 
surnames associated with this county and surrounding areas reveals many that are shared by his 
autosomal DNA matches, reinforcing his ancestral lines to the Clackmannanshire area. Early census 
information reveals that Stalker farmers concentrate in this area, particularly around the Parish of 
Methven in the neighbouring county of Fife; see Figure 5.  
 
 

Summary 
 

Autosomal DNA is a term used in genetic genealogy to describe DNA within the autosomal 
chromosomes (i.e., the non-sex chromosomes inherited from both parents), which can be analysed to 
determine ancestral ethnicity and genealogical relationships. The details revealed by one’s autosomal 
DNA matches are not random; they reflect the relationships that developed and were subsequently 
recorded by one’s genetic matches. Linking ancestral lines to locations highlighted in an individual’s 
genetic matches remains the challenge of modern autosomal DNA analysis. 
 
In the case of George Bain, the examination of autosomal DNA test results, combined with an analysis 
of family surname origins, confirm his ancestral links with Clackmannanshire, where the first of the 
Stalkers to be definitively identified as his ancestor – his fourth paternal great grandfather, Alexander 
Stalker – (1; see p. 1) lived. 
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      Figure 5 

 
Figure 5: George Bain’s earliest Stalker and Bowie ancestors were recorded in Clackmannanshire (top 
panel), which lies between Stirling and Perth where Stalker (black arrow) and Bowie (purple arrow) 
farmers concentrated in early census data (bottom panel). Many of the surnames (red font) found here 
are exclusive to this part of Scotland, and a number of these, such as Cuthill, Duncanson, Kincaid, 
Monteath and Scobie (blue arrows), are found among George Bain’s autosomal genetic relatives.  

https://isogg.org/wiki/Genetic_genealogy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnicity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogical
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