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PREFACE

| started to research the Smart family from the Eastern Coast of Scotland when | began my
genealogical inquiries into my father’s family. He was George Alexander Bain (1913-2006) and, like
me, he was born in Canada, to which his parents, Thomas Bain (1888-1969) and Margaret Smart
(1880-1915), had emigrated in 1911 and 1912 respectively. The Bain inquiries led me to conduct
further research on my Scottish ancestors, eventually leading me to the Smarts. William Smart (b. and
d. unknown; 1) was my paternal fifth great grandfather. He married Margaret Scrimzeour (1745-?;
1a), and their third great granddaughter Margaret Smart married my grandfather Thomas Bain (see
above), thereby linking the Smarts to the Bains. The history of the Bain family is given separately.

Each member of the Smart family has been recorded using the d’Aboville System, a descending
numbering method developed by Count Jacques d’Aboville in 1940. Descendants are assigned the
number of their parent, followed by sequential numbers for the children. Spouses of direct
descendants are denoted by the number of their partner, followed by a, b (if an individual marries
twice), and so on. Stepchildren follow the line of their birth parent. The number of digits indicates
the relevant generation. This system ensures that each individual has his or her own unique number.
Forexample:

1.2.2.43.3 Margaret (Meg) Smart — the third child of
1.2.2.4.3 Alexander Smart — the third child of:
1.2.2.4 James Smart — the fourth child of:

1.2.2 Alexander Smart — the second child of:
1.2 James Smart — the second child of:

1 William Smart.

In referring to “great” antecedents or descendants, the number of “greats”, counting the first, is
denoted by an ordinal number. For example: my great great great great great grandfather William
Smart (see above) is my fifth great grandfather.

Where a given name is italicised, this indicates the preferred name by which the individual was
known; it may be a second or third name, pet name or abbreviation rather than that with which they
were baptised.

This two-volume family history records the Smart family from the mid-1700s to circa 2000 (unless
the biographical notes have been explicitly updated). Notes have generally not been attached to the
entries for children born after the mid-1980s. Information in the notes was compiled as it became
available over the years; they do not provide a coherent biography for any individual or an
intelligible story of the family. Part One of the Smart family database (in Volume I) traces the
descendants of Alexander Smart (1795-1858; 1.2.2), from whom | am descended. Part Two (in
Volume 1) traces the descendants of his sister, Helen Smart (1797-1864; 1.2.3).

In compiling this family history, | have benefitted from the help of several individuals. My greatest
debt is to my second cousins: the late Morag Smith (1941-2013; 1.2.2.4.3.2.2.1) of Laurencekirk in
Aberdeenshire (formerly Kincardineshire), and Northa Burnett (1936-; 1.2.2.4.3.1.1.2) of
Queensland, Australia. Morag not only carried out her own research but also played a hugely
significant role in contacting other relatives to gather further information. Sadly, she died before this
history was published and hence did not see the results of the project in which she played such an
important part. Northa was immensely helpful in providing extensive information on the Australian
Smarts, as well as many of the excellent family photographs in this volume. | am also deeply indebted



to genealogist and researcher Rosemary Bigwood, whose professional input underpins the
production of this history.

| am also very grateful to Dr Tyrone Bowes of Irish Origenes, whose DNA research confirmed my
ancestral links with eastern Scotland. Dr Bowes’s findings are reported in Section 8 of this volume.

As the work progressed, | delegated the typing and, later, the word processing, to professional
secretaries. Two require special mention and thanks: Linda Lowther, who was a colleague at the
London Business School during the 1990s, and particularly Pauline Allen, who worked closely with me
from 1998, when | joined Queen’s University Belfast, and has continued to do so after my retirement
from Queen’s in 2004 until the present day. The meticulous work of marshalling all the information
into tabular form is primarily her handiwork.

Once the research was completed and the resulting information was put in tabular form, it had to be
prepared for publication. My thanks are due to digital image specialist Jim Armstrong for his
restoration and enhancement of old family photographs and for drawing the map, and to Jonathan
Ridgway and his colleagues at print management specialists CDS for producing the finished version.
Before they could do so, however, the entire typescript had to be copy edited. Anne Langford, a
former colleague at Queen’s University, undertook this exacting task by, among other things,
assigning a d’Aboville number to each individual, standardising the layout and references, checking
and proof reading, drafting the Preface and Introduction, removing infelicities, and managing print
and design. | am most grateful for her professional support and — since births, marriages, and deaths
are never ending — for encouraging me to draw the project to a close and to publish it.

| am also grateful to the following institutions, with whom copies of this volume have been
deposited: the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland in Belfast, the Ulster Historical Foundation in
Belfast, the Linen Hall Library in Belfast, the Mellon Centre for Migration Studies in Omagh, the
Scottish Genealogy Society in Edinburgh, and the Court of the Lord Lyon in Edinburgh.

Despite everyone’s efforts, | am sure that errors remain in the multitude of data and facts that have
been assembled. For these, | am responsible.

George Sayers Bain
Eden House

1 Edenturcher Road
County Antrim
Northern Ireland

25 October 2018



INTRODUCTION

Smart is a surname of English origin, believed to derive from the Old English smeart (from smeortan
“to sting”). “Recorded as Smart and Smartman, this is an English surname. In origin it was either a
medieval nickname surname for a brisk or active person, deriving from the Olde English pre 7th
century word "smeart", meaning quick, or it may be an occupational name for a person who was
probably a handyman or similar. . . The first recorded spelling of the family name is shown to be that
of Lifwinus Smart. This was dated 1180, in the archives of Canterbury Cathedral, Kent.”! Other sources
cite the name’s origins in Suffolk, “from the Old English personal name Smert, found in Suffolk, 1066”2
The name is common in England, Scotland and Wales.

William Smart (1) and Descendants

The first of the Smarts whom | can definitely claim as a direct ancestor is William (1), my fifth paternal
great grandfather. His dates of birth and death are unknown, but it is known that he and his wife,
Margaret Scrimzeour (c. 1745-?; 1a), married in St Vigeans in 1769 (see p. 1). They had nine children,
of whom the second, James (1772-?; 1.2) was my fourth paternal great grandfather. Their eldest child,
John (1770-? 1.1) is assumed to have died young, as another John (1778-?; 1.5) was born later. It is
not possible to trace further the second John or James’s other siblings: Katherine (1774-?; 1.3), David
(1776-?; 1.4), Helen (1779-?; 1.6), Christian (1782-?; 1.7), George (1785-?; 1.8), and Jean (1787-?; 1.9).

James, a “shoemaker”, married Mary Peter (b. and d. unknown; 1.2a) in 1793 and they had three
children, of whom the second, Alexander (1795-?; 1.2.2), was my third paternal great grandfather. It
is not possible to trace Alexander’s older brother William (1794-?; 1.2.1), but his younger sister Helen
(1797-1864; 1.2.3) married and had children, whose descendants are traced in this family history.
Alexander, a “farm labourer” and “farm manager”, married Mary Duncan (c. 1794-1874; 1.2.2a) and
they had six children. The fourth of these, James (1823-87; 1.2.2.4; see below), was my second great
grandfather. Four of James's siblings — Alexander (1816-93; 1.2.2.1), Jane (Jean) (1818-65; 1.2.2.2),
David (1821-88; 1.2.2.3), and John (c. 1831-1914; 1.2.2.6) — married. Their descendants are traced in
this family history. There is no trace of a marriage for James'’s sister, Elizabeth (1829-?; 1.2.2.5).

James Smart (1.2.2.4) and Descendants

James, described as a “farmer of 38 acres arable” at the time of the 1881 Census of Population,
married Margaret Wilkie (c. 1821-91; 1.2.2.4a) in 1847, and they had seven children: John (1848-?,
1.2.2.4.1), Elizabeth (1850-1939; 1.2.2.4.2), Alexander (1852-1922; 1.2.2.4.3), James (1854-1925;
1.2.2.4.4), William (1857-1906; 1.2.2.4.5), Isabella (1859-97; 1.2.2.4.6), and Robert (1862-1915;
1.2.2.4.7). The third of these, Alexander, was my great grandfather (see below). James, William,
Isabella, and Robert married. There is no trace of James’s descendants, but William’s, Isabella’s and
Robert’s children are traced in this family history. There is no trace of a marriage for Elizabeth. There
is also no trace in Scotland of a marriage for John. As he was a “land steward” in Drogheda at the time
of his mother’s death in 1891, possibly he married and died in Ireland.

ttp://www.surnamedb.com/Surname/smart. Accesse ay .
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2 George Fraser Black, The Surnames of Scotland (Edinburgh: Birlinn, 1993; originally published by the New
York Public Library, 1946).
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Alexander Smart (1.2.2.4.3) and Descendants

Alexander married Elizabeth Wallace (1852-1936; 1.2.2.4.3a) in 1876, and they had seven children:
Robert (1877-1915; 1.2.2.4.3.1), Mary (1879-1973; 1.2.2.4.3.2), Margaret (Meg) (1880-1915;
1.2.2.4.3.3), Jane (Jean) (1882-69; 1.2.2.4.3.4), Alexander (1883-?; 1.2.2.4.3.5), Thomas (1885-1949;
1.2.2.4.3.6), and Alice (1889-1982; 1.2.2.4.3.7). The third of these, Margaret (Meg), was my
grandmother (see below). Robert, Mary, Jane (Jean), and Thomas married and had children, whose
descendants are traced in this family history. Mary was the grandmother of my second cousin Morag
Smith (1941-2013; 1.2.2.4.3.2.2.1), who made a major contribution to the production of this family
history (see Preface). There is no trace of a marriage for Alexander, with whom the family appear to
have lost contact. Alice was a spinster.

Margaret Bain (née Smart)

My grandmother met her future husband, my grandfather Thomas (Tom) Bain (1888-1969;
1.2.2.4.3.3a), in Scotland and came to Canada to marry him. She sailed “intermediate” class
(presumably second cabin) from Glasgow on 17 June 1912 aboard the S.S. Pretorian, arriving at
Quebec on 27 June at 0500. Margaret Smart’s occupation in Scotland and her intended occupation in
Canada were recorded as “domestic servant”, her religion as Church of Scotland, and her destination
as Winnipeg. She is not listed in Henderson’s Winnipeg Directory for 1912.

Margaret and Thomas had two children: my father George (1913-2006; 1.2.2.4.3.3.1) and my aunt
Margaret Chunn (1915-2002; 1.2.2.4.3.3.2). The latter was a source of much valuable information in
the preparation of both this family history and the history of the Bains.

According to Margaret Chunn, my grandmother was a very good cook and worked in that capacity for
various well-off families in Scotland.

Following the birth of her daughter, Margaret Smart died at Penitentiary Reserve, Stony Mountain,
where her husband worked as a prison guard. The cause of her death was “child-bed fever”, a post-
natal infection that resulted from the midwife’s failure to keep the surroundings sufficiently hygienic.
Thomas Bain told his daughter Margaret that he had got “the wrong midwife” to help with her birth.

Australian Smarts

While my grandmother emigrated west to Canada, her elder brother, and my great-uncle, Robert
(1877-1915; 1.2.2.4.3.1), motivated by his love of cars, emigrated south to Australia in 1910. Robert
married Ann Scott (1870-1949; 1.2.2.4.3.1a) in 1898 and they had four children. Their son Alexander
(Alex) (1902-18; 1.2.2.4.3.1.2) died from appendicitis at the age of 16, and two of their daughters —
Elizabeth (Bessie) (1903-72; 1.2.2.4.3.1.3) and Marion (Minnie) (1906-75; 1.2.2.4.3.1.4) — did not
marry.

Robert’s eldest child — my first cousin once removed Annie (1900-96; 1.2.2.4.3.1.1) married John
Stephen Burnett (1899-1976; 1.2.2.4.3.1.1a) in 1932 and they had four children, three boys and a girl.
Sadly, their sons — John (1935-45; 1.2.2.4.3.1.1.1), Scott (1939-42; 1.2.2.4.3.1.1.3), and lan (1941-51;
1.2.2.4.3.1.1.4) — all died young, John and lan from Muscular Dystrophy and Stephen from gastro-
enteritis. Their daughter, my second cousin Northa (1936-; 1.2.2.4.3.1.1.2), a distinguished
educationalist, also made a major contribution to this family history (see Preface).

Vi



According to Northa, at the time of her mother Annie’s birth in 1900, Robert Smart was head gardener
at Garthdee House on the banks of the Dee River at East Peterculter on the outskirts of Aberdeen and
occupied the East Lodge, one of two identical gatehouses. (The house and gate houses are built of
granite and they are now the home of the Scott Sutherland School of Architecture.) He is described as
“gardener (head)” on the birth certificate of his son Alexander, as an “insurance agent” on the birth
certificate of his daughter Elizabeth, and as a “motorcar driver” on the birth certificate of his daughter
Marion.

Northa wrote: “According to my mother, he was obsessed with motor cars and sought positions where
he could combine driving and care of cars with other duties. Before leaving Scotland, the family
appears to have moved several times. Aberdeen to Laurencekirk, thence to Ballockneck, Buchlyvie
(not far from Stirling) and on to Killearn. My mother has most vivid memories of Killearn and in 1977
she and | identified what would have been a gatehouse at the present Killearn House as the house in
the photo of the family before they migrated [in 1910; see photo on p. 235]. He came to Brisbane to
manage Eager’s Motors which still exists as a large motor retailing and servicing company in Brisbane.”

Robert lived at Kangaroo Point. He fell overboard while attending a party on a yacht at night and was
drowned in the Brisbane River.

His daughter Annie, Northa’s mother, was a gifted teacher and public speaker and held a number of
significant leadership positions in a variety of voluntary organisations, including: State Superintendent
for Training for Christian Endeavour, a large interdenominational youth organisation; a lay preacher
for over thirty years and a conference delegate in the Methodist Church; State Vice-President of the
Methodist Women'’s Fellowship; member of the Council of Grace College, University of Queensland;
member of the State Council of the Crusader Union and Scripture Union in Queensland; a Deputational
Speaker for the Bible Society; and a teacher of religious education classes for the combined church
groups in state high schools for over twenty years.

According to Northa, her mother “had a fine soprano singing voice, a gift for hospitality and was an
excellent cook. A great motivator with tremendous vision and drive, very much a people person. She
and Stephen had a very happy marriage . . . and practised their Christian faith in a genuine and humble

”

way.

Her father Stephen, a building contractor and farmer, was a lay preacher for over forty years and a
circuit steward in the Methodist Church, a member of the Board of Management of Central Methodist
Church, Albert Street, Brisbane, and secretary of the Property Board, Surface Hill Methodist Circuit,
Gympie. He played the violin and had a fine tenor voice, doing much quartet singing in his early years
with his three brothers and always singing the tenor line in church.

Northa followed her mother into the teaching profession. She graduated from the University of
Queensland with Bachelor degrees in Arts and Educational Studies, and then carried out postgraduate
studies in Educational Administration at the University of New England, Armidale, New South Wales.
Following graduation, she held a number of teaching posts before becoming Principal of James Nash
State High School in Gympie in 1979, and Principal of Caboolture State High School in 1989. She is only
the second woman to be appointed Principal and Deputy Principal in Queensland’s co-educational
high schools.

She was a member of the Queensland Board of Secondary School Studies, the accrediting and
certifying authority for all secondary school studies in Queensland, between 1980 and 1988; a member
of the Board’s Curriculum Committee during the same period and chair of this committee in 1988; a
member of the Council of Queensland Scripture Union; a member of the Australian College of
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Education; and a member of the Queensland Institute of Educational Administration. She was the
editor of the Scripture Union Publishing Unit in Sydney during 1970-2.

New Zealand Smarts

The Smarts’ history of emigration continued into the next generation. My grandmother’s niece,
Margaret Hampton (1907-83; 1.2.2.4.3.2.3), who caught the eye of Andrew (Angus) Watson (1907-
85;1.2.2.4.3.2.3.a) while walking past the offices of Colin Wood & Co. in Montrose, where he worked
as a clerk, emigrated to New Zealand in 1938 to marry him. He had emigrated to New Zealand two
years earlier to work for the General Electric Company (GEC). At the outbreak of World War Il, he
joined the Home Guard and in 1942 the Royal New Zealand Airforce, where he worked as a technician
on the Sunderland Flying Boats. They initially settled in Auckland. In 1951 they briefly visited Scotland,
and then moved to Wellington where they stayed until their final move to Havelock North in 1980.

Margaret and her husband had two daughters, Heather (1940-; 1.2.2.4.3.2.3.1) and Elizabeth (Libby)
(1946-; 1.2.2.4.3.2.3.2). Heather married three times: her first husband may have been a Brian Kilby
(?;1.2.2.4.3.2.3.1a); her second husband was a Mr Field (?; 1.2.2.4.3.2.3.1b), from whom she divorced
in the mid-1970s; her third husband was a Mr Morton (?; 1.2.2.4.3.2.3.1c). Libby married Stuart King
(1945-; 1.2.2.4.3.2.3.2a) in 1971, and they have two children, Anna (1976-; 1.2.2.4.3.2.3.2.1) and
Hamish (1978-; 1.2.2.4.3.2.3.2.2).

Socio-economic Status

The Smarts came from humble beginnings, and many individuals in the earlier generations found
employment in the agricultural sector, as ploughmen and farm labourers, in domestic service and in a
range of manual jobs. A number in later generations became skilled tradesmen, and worked in the
retail sector and in clerical positions, and some joined the police service. Among these was David
Smart (c. 1852-1933; 1.2.2.3.5), who is described as a “Chief Officer of Police” in the 1891 and 1901
Censuses of Population, and as a “Chief Constable retired” on his death certificate. Many of those who
resided in the Dundee area were employed in the area’s jute industry.

Several were also employed in the tailoring trade, including John Arbuthnott Findlay (1898-1960;
1.2.2.2.3.2.4), Robert Colvin Smart (1886-?; 1.2.2.4.7.1), Alexander Robb Beattie (1881-1938;
1.2.3.2.4.2), and William Pirie Beattie (1867-?; 1.2.3.2.11). Margaret Whyte Braid (1878-1959;
1.2.2.4.5.2a), who married David Howie Smart in 1910, was described as a tailoress at her marriage,
as was Jane Grant Beattie (1910-93; 1.2.3.2.2.1.3). Andrew Beattie (1832-1888; 1.2.3.4) was described
as an “apprentice tailor” in the 1851 Census of Population. He subsequently became a butler and then
a labourer, and was described as a “pauper, formerly a labourer” at his death.

A number also became gamekeepers, including William Finlay (sic) Hamilton/Mercer (1908-69;
1.2.2.2.3.5.1), and John Findlay (1854-?; 1.2.2.2.7) who was described as a “head gamekeeper” at his
marriage in 1882. Alexander Smart (1852-1922; 1.2.2.4.3) was initially a gamekeeper and
subsequently a shipyard labourer, while John Bain Smart (c. 1831-1914; 1.2.2.6) was described as a
“gamekeeper” in the 1881 Census of Population when he was living at Panmure Gamekeeper’s House
in Monikie, Angus. He was, however, described as a “retired farmer” on his death certificate.

By the mid-20th Century, the Smarts were becoming even more upwardly mobile, with a significant

number entering the professions, particularly teaching and engineering, but also in areas such as
medicine and law.
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Smarts Today

The Smarts’ roots were in St Vigeans, a small village and parish in Angus, (previously Forfarshire),
immediately to the north of Arbroath. Originally rural, it is now more or less a suburb of the town of
Arbroath.

Angus is located on the eastern coast of Scotland, and borders Aberdeenshire, Dundee City, and Perth
and Kinross. Known as “the birthplace of Scotland”, Angus was the location of the signing of the
Declaration of Arbroath in 1320, which marked Scotland’s establishment as an independent nation.

The descendants of William Smart can now be found in many corners of the world. Although a
considerable number of his descendants were still living in Angus and neighbouring counties at the
end of the 20th Century, many can also be found in Canada, the United States, Australia and New

Zealand.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arbroath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arbroath
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1.2.2432.2.2

1.2.243222a

NOTES:

ALASDAIR
JOHN
McDONALD &

JUDITH
OLIVE
COSTELLA

12243222

1.2.243222a

INDIVIDUAL NUMBER 1.2.2.4.3.2.2.2

Date of Place of Date of Age at
Bapt.*/Birth Bapt.*/Birth Marriage Marriage
22Nov1944  Montrose 7Apr1973 28
26Augl948  London 7Apr1973 24

Place of
Marriage

Date of
Divorce

Date of
Death

Age at Cause of
Death Death

Westbury-on-Trym
Parish Church,
Bristol

Westbury-on-Trym
Parish Church,
Bristol

Burial
Place

Morag Smith (1.2.2.4.3.2.2.1) wrote that her brother “was born at home, in Montrose. He . . . attended North Links Primary School, then Townhead
School in Montrose. He left at 15, and served his apprenticeship as a motor mechanic with a local garage. Once his time was out, he moved south,
to Leicester where he remained for a few years before moving back to Scotland, to Edinburgh. He has worked for various firms in and around
Edinburgh since, both as a mechanic and a lorry driver”. He has no children. His address is 279 Eskhill, Penicuik, Midlothian.

From Bristol. She worked in a branch of the Royal Bank in Edinburgh.
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The Smart Family Photographs

Alexander (1.2.2.4.3) and Elizabeth Smart (1.2.2.4.3a)

Alexander (1.2.2.4.3) and Elizabeth Smart (1.2.2.4.3a)
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Alexander (1.2.2.4.3) and Elizabeth Smart (1.2.2.4.3a) with their son Robert (1.2.2.4.3.1)

Robert Smart (1.2.2.4.3.1) in one of his earliest cars, before emigrating to Australia
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Robert Smart (1.2.2.4.3.1) and his family outside their home in Scotland, a gatehouse at Killearn House.
From left: his daughter Elizabeth (1.2.2.4.3.1.3), his wife Ann (1.2.2.4.3.1a), daughter Annie (1.2.2.4.3.1.1),
son Alexander (1.2.2.4.3.1.2) and daughter Marion (seated) (1.2.2.4.3.1.4)

The gravestone of Robert Smart (1.2.2.4.3.1) and his son Alexander (1.2.2.4.3.1.2) in Brisbane, Australia
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Elizabeth Smart (1.2.2.4.3a) with her youngest grandchild, Mary Hampton (1.2.2.4.3.2.5), 17 Christie’s
Lane, Montrose

Alice (1.2.2.4.3.7), Jane White (née Smart) (1.2.2.4.3.4) and Mary Hampton (née Smart) (1.2.2.4.3.2),
Christie’s Lane, Montrose
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Alice Smart (1.2.2.4.3.7) in Australia, where she worked for many
years as a lady's companion to a Mrs Drew

Margaret Smart (1.2.2.4.3.3)
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Clockwise:Jane White (née Smart) (1.2.2.4.3.4)in hat, Robert White (1.2.2.4.3.4a), Burnfield (1.2.2.4.3.4.2),
Robert (1.2.2.4.3.4.3) and Margaret White (1.2.2.4.3.4.1), and Mary Hampton (1.2.2.4.3.2.5), pictured
during a picnic at Loch Lomond

Three generations of Hamptons. Front (from left) Mary Hampton
(née Smart) (1.2.2.4.3.2) and her sister Alice (1.2.2.4.3.7). Back (from
left) Mary Hampton (1.2.2.4.3.2.5), Alice McDonald (née Hampton)
(1.2.2.4.3.2.2) and Morag McDonald (1.2.2.4.3.2.2.1), 17 Christie’s
Lane, Montrose.
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Ann Smart (second right) (1.2.2.4.3.1a) and her daughters (from left) Marion (1.2.2.4.3.1.4), Annie
(1.2.2.4.3.1.1), and Elizabeth (1.2.2.4.3.1.3) outside their home in Windsor, Brisbane, Australia

Annie Burnett (née Smart) (1.2.2.4.3.1.1) with her children —
John (1.2.2.4.3.1.1.1), Stephen (1.2.2.4.3.1.1.3) and Northa
(1.2.2.4.3.1.1.2) — in Indooroopilly, Brisbane, Australia
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Annie Burnett (née Smart) (1.2.2.4.3.1.1), aged 92

Northa Burnett (1.2.2.4.3.1.1.2)
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Morag Smith (née McDonald) (1.2.2.4.3.2.2.1) and her husband Alan
(1.2.2.4.3.2.2.1a)
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