Sayers Family
Belfast

c.1737-c. 2003







CONTENTS

Preface
Introduction
Sayers Family Tree
Maps

Sayers Family
Photographs

Pinpointing the Sayers English Paternal Ancestral Genetic Homeland

vii

Xiv

XV

161

171






PREFACE

My mother, Margaret loleen Bamford (1904-1988), was born in Belfast, and | began my genealogical
inquiries in 1972 by researching her father’s family. He was Sayers Bamford (1878-1937) and, when
| was born in Winnipeg in 1939, | was called George (after my father), Sayers (after my Irish maternal
grandfather) Bain. Mother told me that Sayers as a first name went back several generations in the
Bamford family and had originally been the surname of a wealthy Belfast family that had married into
the Bamfords. She was very proud of the name, and | used it — partly to please her, and partly to
distinguish myself from several other George Bains, both inside and outside my father’s family —
when joining clubs, completing official forms, placing my name on the title page of articles and books
that | had written, and on other formal occasions.

So as a by-product of my research on the Bamfords, | also began to research the Sayers family. |
discovered that my mother was right. Not only was my grandfather christened Sayers, but so was my
second great grandfather (1824-86; 2.1.8.1); and the name went back to Sarah Sayers (1805-77;
2.1.8), who had married my third great grandfather, John Bamford (1797-1826; 2.1.8a), and was a
member of a prominent Belfast, land-owning family that had come from England at the time of the
Plantation in the early 17th century. The history of the Bamford family is given separately.

Each member of the Sayers family has been recorded using the d’Aboville System, a descending
numbering method developed by Count Jacques d’Aboville in 1940. Descendants are assigned the
number of their parent, followed by sequential numbers for the children. Spouses of direct
descendants are denoted by the number of their partner, followed by a, b (if an individual marries
twice), and so on. Stepchildren follow the line of their birth parent. The number of digits indicates the
relevant generation. This system ensures that each individual has his or her own unique number. For
example:

2.1.8 Sarah Sayers — the eighth child of
2.1 John Sayers — the first child of:
2 William Sayers of Shankill

In referring to “great great” antecedents or descendants, the number of “greats”, counting the first,
is denoted by an ordinal number. For example: my great great great grandmother Sarah Sayers
(2.1.8) is my third great grandmother; my great great great great grandfather John Sayers (2.1) is my
fourth great grandfather.

Where a given name isitalicised, this indicates the preferred name by which the individual was known;
it may be a second or third name, pet name or abbreviation rather than that with which they were
baptised.

The descending lines of significant ancestral groups are differentiated by a coding system using
coloured margins. For example: the margins of the section featuring descendants of George Sayers
(1799-1863; 2.1.4) are blue.

In instances where the notes to the genealogical tables in Section 5 of this volume use the present
tense, they generally refer to information that was available circa 2003 unless they have been explicitly
updated. Biographical notes have generally not been attached to the entries for children born after
the late 1980s. Information in the notes was compiled as it became available over the years; they do
not provide a coherent biography for any individual or an intelligible story of the family more
generally. That is the purpose of the Introduction that follows this Preface. And to keep footnotes to
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a minimum, where sources are provided in the notes for information that is repeated in the
Introduction, the sources are not repeated there.

During the forty years that | have been researching the history of the Sayers family, | have benefitted
from the help of many individuals and institutions. My greatest debt is to my relatives who supplied
information about themselves and their families. Particularly helpful were Margaret Sayers (1913-
2012; 2.1.3.5.3.1), Joan Sayers (1919-2016; 2.1.3.5.3.2), and Patricia Small (1926-; 2.1.3.5.6.1), who
provided many of the details regarding George Jackson Sayers (1845-1926; 2.1.3.5) and his
descendants; and Robert (Paddy) Getty (1925-2005; 2.1.8.2.2.2.2) and Sharon Tissue (1939-;
2.1.8.2.6.4.1), who supplied most of the information about the Getty branch of the Sayers family that
descends from Sarah Sayers’s marriage to Robert Hendren (c. 1789-1864; 2.1.8b) following the death
of her first husband, John Bamford.

My Bamford relatives also contributed significantly to the research on the Sayers family. My first
cousins once removed, Derek Bamford (1928-2005) and Dickson McGeown (1932-2017), shared with
me their extensive knowledge of the history of both the Sayers and the Bamford families. The fount
of greatest information about the Sayers family, however, was my great aunt Norah Dunn (née
Bamford; 1900-87). In the absence of radio, television, and other modern amusements, children like
her, as she explained to me, sat in front of the fire most evenings listening to the adults conversing.
One of the adults who she found most interesting and to whom she listened most closely was her
first cousin twice removed, John (Jack) Sayers (1821-1915; 2.1.4.1), whose life and recollections
stretched back to the early years of the 19th Century. She also introduced me to the Reverend Canon
Graham Craig, Assistant to the Dean of St Anne’s Cathedral in Belfast, who facilitated my use of the
baptismal and other records of the Cathedral as well as those of other churches in Belfast.

When | began my genealogical inquiries in 1972, and for many years thereafter, | did the research
myself. It was before the days of home computers and all the online genealogical websites and
services that now exist. So | had to correspond with informants by post and to visit libraries and other
sources in Belfast and, to a lesser extent, in Dublin.

As my disposable income increased over the years, however, | was able to hire professionals to help
me. | am very grateful to Dr Tyrone Bowes of English Origenes, whose detailed DNA analysis and
research on the history of the Sayers surname proved invaluable in confirming the family’s ancestral
origins in Yorkshire. His findings are reported in Section 7 of this volume. | am also grateful to John
Sayers of Strabane who kindly supplied the DNA sample that informed Dr Bowes’s report. My thanks
also go to military historian Tim Hughes, of Tim Hughes and Associates, and to Kathleen N. Stokes of
Winnipeg, who, respectively, searched army records and ships’ manifest entries on my behalf.

My greatest debt is to Joan Phillipson of Historical Research Associates. | began working with Joan on
the Bamfords and Sayers in 1994, work that eventually extended to another Irish family to which |
am related (the Boals), and has continued off and on until the present day. Underpinning Joan’s work
and my own were the excellent resources and staff of the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland, to
whom we are most grateful, and in whose library this volume, and related material, has been
deposited.

In addition to the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland, | am grateful to the following institutions,
with whom copies of this volume have also been deposited: the Ulster Historical Foundation in Belfast,
the Linen Hall Library in Belfast, the Mellon Centre for Migration Studies in Omagh, the Scottish
Genealogy Society in Edinburgh, and the Court of the Lord Lyon in Edinburgh.
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As with the research, so with the typing: | initially did it myself. But as the work progressed, | could
delegate the typing and, later, the word processing to professional secretaries. Two require special
mention and thanks: Linda Lowther, who was a colleague at the London Business School during the
1990s, and particularly Pauline Allen, who worked closely with me from 1998, when | joined Queen’s
University Belfast, and has continued to do so after my retirement from Queen’s in 2004 until the
present day. The meticulous work of marshalling all the information into tabular form is primarily her
handiwork.

Once the research was completed and the resulting information was put in tabular form, it had to be
prepared for publication. | am grateful to lvan Ewart, a former colleague at Queen’s, for his digital
enhancement of old family photographs; to Andrea Richardson, a post-doctoral student at Queen’s,
for producing the map that shows the extent of the Sayers’s landholdings in the 19th century; to
digital designer Jim Armstrong for producing the maps on pages xv and xvi; and to Glenda O’Hanlon
and her colleagues at print management specialists CDS for producing the finished version. Before
they could do so, however, the entire typescript had to be copy edited. Anne Langford, a former
colleague at Queen’s, undertook this exacting task by, among other things, assigning a d’Aboville
number to each individual, standardising the layout and references, checking and proof reading,
removing infelicities, and liaising with the photographer and the printer. | am most grateful for her
professional support and — since births, marriages, and deaths are never-ending — for encouraging
me to draw the project to a close and to publishit.

Despite everyone’s efforts, | am sure that errors remain in the multitude of data and facts that have
been assembled. For these, | am responsible.

George Sayers Bain
Eden House

1 Edenturcher Road
County Antrim
Northern Ireland

21 September 2018






INTRODUCTION

Sayers is a name that seems initially to have come to Essex in England from St. Saire in Normandy —
the family’s place of residence — following the wave of migration that was set off by the Norman
Conquest of 1066.1 Some of the Sayers family moved to Ireland and, as MacLysaght has pointed out,
Sayers is

an English name of dual origin long associated with Co. Kerry. It has been gaelicized as
Saoghar. It may also be Sears, MacSaoghair, there. Families of the name are also fairly
numerous in north-east Ulster.?

Not surprisingly, considering MacLysaght’s observation, numerous members of the Sayers family are
mentioned in the Irish genealogical records of the late 17th and early 18th centuries.?

DNA research and surname analysis carried out by Dr Tyrone Bowes of English Origenes — see
Section 7 of this volume — reveals with a high degree of probability that the Sayers from whom | am
descended originated in the area north of Ilkley Moor in Yorkshire. His findings are based on a DNA
sample provided by John Sayers of Strabane. Although | am unaware of a direct familial relationship
with John Sayers, Dr Bowes’s research strongly suggests that all the Sayers in Ulster descended from
a small group who came to Ireland at the time of the Plantation in the early 17th Century.

William Sayers of Shankill (2)

The first of this family | can definitely claim as a direct ancestor is William Sayers of Shankill, my fifth
great maternal grandfather. He was born circa 1737 and died in 1802 aged 65. He was a prominent
citizen of Belfast and a successful businessman, being, among other things, an inn keeper, an
inspector in the brown linen industry, and an owner or lease holder of considerable property in the
neighbourhood of the Shankill Burying Ground as well as between the Shankill Road and the Old
Lodge Road near Peter’s Hill. He was also physically prominent, being said to have weighed 24
stones (336 pounds). And his name occasionally appeared in the Belfast News-Letter for various
reasons: a person had forged his seals of office as a linen inspector; a horse had trespassed on his

! Sayers Family Crest and Name History; www.HouseofNames.com; accessed 20 July 2013.
2 Edward Maclysaght, The Surnames of Ireland (3rd edition; Dublin: Irish Academic Press, 1978), p. 265.

3 For information on the wider Sayers Family, see PRONI, T2141: George Jackson, “The Family Name of Sayers
in the Barony of Glenarm”. See also John J. Marshall, “Wilderness of Weeds: Neglect of Shankill Burial Ground:
History Goes Back 1,500 Years”, Belfast Weekly Telegraph, 29 October 1932, p. 3; and “Link with Old Belfast:
City’s Oldest Graveyard: Foiling the ‘Body Snatchers’”, Belfast Weekly Telegraph, 5 November 1932, p. 3.

In addition, see PRONI, T761/3, p. 58 and T776, p. 51: John Syers/Sayers, 1668. PRONI, T490/11,
Administrations Intestate Index, p. 9: Sarah Sayer, Dublin, widow, 21 December 1700. PRONI, T845/1/1-119:
Ann Sayers, Dublin, 1727. PRONI, T654/1, Rosemary Street Church Register of Baptisms & Marriages, p. 175:
Hugh Sayers, baptised 14 March 1756, father Archibald Sayers. PRONI, DA101/19, List of Wills in the Registry of
Deeds, Part |, 1708-1785: Arthur Sayers, 1767. PRONI, T553(4) and D1167/1/223: George Sayers, gentleman,
Co. Down, 1794 and 1813. PRONI, DA101/21, Sir Arthur Vicars (ed.), Index to the Prerogative Wills of Ireland,
1536-1810 (Dublin: Ponsonby, 1897): 1803, Andrew Sayers, Castlefin, Co. Donegal; 1810, Edward Sayers,
Limerick City, MD; 1808, John, London City, Esq. PRONI, DOD 408: 1805, James Sayers. PRO Dublin, Prerogative
Grant Book, Fol. 75B: 1839, Elizabeth Sayers, Limerick, widow. PRO Dublin, Down & County Will Book, No.
6905: 1852, Sarah Anne Sayers, Bangor, widow.
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land; he was one of the signatories to a letter regarding an Irish Bill of Rights; a coat had been stolen
from his house, which was also an inn; someone had left his inn without paying the bill; he was one
of the persons magistrates had authorised to sell “Spiritous Liquors” in Belfast; and notice was given
that a lease on a farm to be auctioned could be viewed at his house.

John Sayers of Malone (2.1)

William and his wife Martha, whose maiden name is unknown, had a son, John Sayers of Malone. He
was born in 1761 and died in 1830 aged 69. He was married to Violet, whose maiden name is also
unknown, who died in 1817. He was, like his father, certified to sell “Spiritous Liquors”. And, like his
father, he was a man of property, owning or leasing not only property in Shankill and Peter’s Hill, but
also considerable land in Ballygarry and particularly in the Townland of Lower Malone, where he
resided and farmed. He was a strong loyalist — being a signatory to a letter in the Belfast News-Letter
on 26 June 1798 denouncing the rebellion by the United Irishmen — and also a good citizen —
offering, together with others, a reward for the apprehension and conviction of armed robbers. His
obituary describes him as “a steady disinterested friend an affectionate father a kind husband and
an honest man” who “delighted in benevolent actions” such that “on every Wednesday and
Saturday he was accustomed to give liberal supplies of food and money to the poor of” the
neighbourhood of Malone.

John and Violet Sayers had eight children. Nothing except her birth date is known about Nancy (b.
1795; 2.1.2). Violet (b. 1800; 2.1.5) died shortly after she was born. And all that is known about
Letitia (2.1.7) is that she was born in 1803 and probably married an Alexander Burrows in 1839.

Margaret (2.1.1) was born in 1788; married well: to Clements Bell (c. 1783-1845; 2.1.1a), a Belfast
provision merchant, in 1807; and died in 1827 aged 38. She and her husband had seven children, all
of whom reached maturity, married, and had children.

The second Violet (2.1.6) was born in 1802 and died in 1852 aged 50. She also married well: to
Arthur Crawford (1790-1873; 2.1.6a), a prosperous Belfast grocer and iron merchant who left an
estate of about £9,000 (about £860,000 in 2013 values) when he died. She and her husband had at
least eleven children, most of whom died young or remained unmarried. Even their daughter Letitia
(c. 1839-1862; 2.1.6.11), who did marry (Harrison Hanna, c. 1830-1871, a doctor; 2.1.6.11a) in 1861,
died childless the following year.

William Sayers of Malone (2.1.3)

John and Violet Sayers’s first son, William was born in 1798, named after his paternal grandfather,
and died in 1870 aged 72. He, like his father, was a farmer. He owned or leased land in the Shankill
and Peter’s Hill area (some or all of which he probably inherited from his father) as well as in Upper
Malone, and had a house and garden in Lower Malone. He seems to have squandered his money,
however, and at his death he left an estate valued at less than £50 (about £6,000 in 2013 values). He
married Nessy Croft (2.1.3a), probably around the mid-1820s. They may have had a son William (c.
1824-45; 2.1.3.1) and definitely had a son John (1839-?; 2.1.3.3); but little is known about either.
Their daughter Mary Ann Martin (1842-?; 2.1.3.4) was a spinster, the informant of her father’s
death, and the executrix of his will; she also left a snuff box that was given to me by Norah Kathleen
Bamford (1900-88) and that | passed on to my cousin, Thomas Sayers Bamford in Saskatchewan (see
history of the Bamfords)
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Martha (2.1.3.2) was born in 1837; married James Brown (c. 1830-89; 2.1.3.2a), a land steward and
farmer in Dunmurry and Derriaghy, in 1861; and died in 1889 aged 62. They had at least four
children, three of whom — William Brown (1866-1929; 2.1.3.2.1), Nessie Jane Brown (1869-1932;
2.1.3.2.2), and John Brown (1871-19617?; 2.1.3.2.3) — produced a line of descendants that continues
to this day.

George Jackson (2.1.3.5) was born in 1845; married a first cousin once removed, Margaret Suffern
(1844-1913; 2.1.3.5a and 2.1.1.7.2), a seamstress of Killead, in 1874; and died in 1926 aged 80. He
was a compositor with the Belfast News-Letter for more than fifty years, with a break of a few years
when he resided in the United States. He was a Mason and a member of the Typographical
Association. He and his wife had seven children. Clementina (b. 1883; 2.1.3.5.5) and Jackson (b.
1888; 2.1.3.5.7) died shortly after they were born. Their sons William (1875-1946; 2.1.3.5.1) and
Samuel Suffern (1877-1949; 2.1.3.5.2) emigrated to the United States.

Their other three children remained in Northern Ireland. George Jackson (1879-1945; 2.1.3.5.3) was
a salesman and manager in the linen trade; married Mary Ellen Abercrombie (1884-1969; 2.1.3.5.3a)
in 1911; and they had three children: Margaret (1913-2012: 2.1.3.5.3.1) and Joan (1919-2016;
2.1.3.5.3.2), who helped greatly in compiling this history of the Sayers family; and George Frederick
(1921-2001; 2.1.3.5.3.3), who emigrated to Canada, married, and had three children.

John (1881-1933; 2.1.3.5.4) married Violet Ellen Funnell (1885-1953; 2.1.3.5.4a) in 1916 and they
had three children, all of whom married and had children.

Arthur Crawford (1884-1932; 2.1.3.5.6) became a civil servant after serving in World War |; married
Edith Hewitt (1886-1979; 2.1.3.5.6a) in 1924; and excelled at sports, particularly boxing, soccer, and
water polo. He and his wife had one child, Edith Patricia (b. 1926; 2.1.3.5.6.1); she married Evan
Henderson Mills Small (b. 1923; 2.1.3.5.6.1a) in 1952 and they had two sons.

George Sayers (2.1.4)

George Sayers was born in 1799; married Mary Ward (?-1863; 2.1.4a), probably circa 1820; and died,
as did his wife, in 1863. He, like his father John and brother William, was a farmer. He lived in a
country house in Lower Malone (roughly where the Malone Road today intersects Stranmillis Road)
and owned and leased considerable land in that area as well as in Ballydrain around Newforge Lane.

George and his wife had two children. The younger, William (1822-40; 2.1.4.2), was “a keen
sportsman” who “lost an arm through a gun accident”, and in 1840 aged 17 “lost his life as a result
of a fall”.

His older brother John (2.1.4.1) was born in 1821; married Anne Ware (c. 1830-98; 2.1.4.1a) in 1864,
a year after his parents’ deaths; and died in 1915 aged 94. He was educated primarily at a private
school in Castle Lane and subsequently at a classical school under Dr Hooke of Cambridge. He was an
ardent sportsman in his youth, and was “one of the finest shots in Ireland” (see photograph on p.
168). Following his parents’ deaths, he took over the running of the family farm in Lower Malone
and lived there. In 1884 he was still farming, but living in Gretton Villas, a pair of imposing three-
storey Victorian semi-detached villas built in 1877 at 128-30 Malone Road. But In the later years of
his long life and probably after his wife had died in 1898 — having spent most of his money and sold
off most of his land bit by bit to Lord Deramore, who developed the area at the end of the 19th
Century for housing and whose name today adorns several of its streets — he went to live in a
cottage he had initially built on his land for an old beggar named Maggie. The furniture he could not



get inside, he stacked outside against the cottage. A photograph (see p. 167) shows him towards the
end of his life outside the cottage with his housekeeper Nancy and his driver. The cottage, located
on the last of the Sayers land, was on what is today Bladon Drive off the Malone Road.

John Sayers and his wife had one child, George (1865-80; 2.1.4.1.1), who was educated at the Royal
Academical Institution in Belfast. He died aged 14 because of pneumonia brought on by an accident
during a rugby match. He is buried with his parents in City Cemetery. In the motif at the top of his
headstone are two rose flowers, two rosebuds and a sickle. One of the rosebuds is cut at its stem.
According to Hartley, “the two flowers represent his parents; the two buds may represent siblings
[but there was only one child]; the sickle is death, the Grim Reaper, and the rosebud cut at its stem
represents the life of George tragically cut short.” *

Sarah Sayers (2.1.8)

Sarah Sayers, the youngest child of John and Violet Sayers, was born in 1805 and died in 1877 aged
71. She married my third great maternal grandfather, John Bamford (1797/8-1826; 2.1.8a), probably
in 1823-4, when she was about 18 and he was about 26. John was a coachmaker, a trade that
brought its practitioners into contact with prosperous people such as the Sayers family. However
John Bamford met Sarah Sayers, her father did not approve of the marriage, probably because the
Sayers family were socially and economically superior to the Bamfords and the former were
Presbyterian and the latter were Church of Ireland. Hence, according to the Bamford family’s oral
tradition, Sarah and John eloped to Gretna Green in Scotland to be married.

Sarah and John had a son on 9 December 1824, whom they christened Sayers in honour of her
family. A little over a year later in January 1826, John Bamford was killed by a fall from his horse,
leaving Sarah a widow. Sayers Bamford (1824-86; 2.1.8.1), my second great grandfather, married
and began a family that included my great grandfather Walter Roberts Bamford (1851-1925), my
grandfather Sayers Bamford (1878-1937), my mother Margaret loleen Bamford (1904-88), and me:
George Sayers Bain (1939-). The history of the Bamford family is recorded separately.

Sarah’s father, John Sayers (2.1), died in 1830 and, according to the family’s oral tradition, left her
considerable money and assets in his will on condition that she did not remarry. Such a condition
was common at the time and was designed to keep money and land within the family and the
religion. If this condition were inserted in the will (which no longer exists), it might have been
because Sarah had, in her father’s view, shown bad judgement in marrying John Bamford.

In any case, Sarah Sayers did remarry in 1842 — albeit well after her father had died — to Robert
Hendren (c. 1789-1864; 2.1.8b), when both were living in Whiteabbey. Robert Hendren’s occupation
at the time of his marriage is not known, but he is described as a “grocer” on his death certificate.
The Bamfords’ oral tradition holds that the Hendrens were not up to much and that they “diddled
her” out of her money. An alternative, and perhaps more believable, version of the oral tradition is
that her brother William Sayers (1798-1870; 2.1.3) squandered her money. Interestingly, a
memorandum of agreement dated 6 October 1856 between William Sayers and Thomas Hunter,
both gentlemen of Belfast, in which the latter paid the former about £10,560, refers to properties of
the “said William Sayers and of his brother George Sayers”; and it provides, among other things, that
Mr Robert Hendren “is to have a free house in McClellands Lane for the term of his life and is to be

4 Tom Hartley, Written in Stone: The History of Belfast City Cemetery (second edition; Belfast: Brehon, 2010),
pp. 62-3.



paid by the Agent for the time being an allowance of three shillings a week for which he is to give his
services as he may be required by said Agent as a caretaker or otherwise”.

When Sarah’s husband Robert Hendren died in 1864, he and their daughter Martha (2.1.8.2) were
living at 80 Old Lodge Road, Belfast. Sarah is not listed as living with them at that time, and her
daughter, rather than Sarah, was the informant of her husband’s death. Wherever Sarah was living
around 1864, she died in 1877 at Gray’s Buildings, Carrickfergus, which was where Martha and her
husband resided at that time; so she probably lived with them during the later years of her life.

Sarah Sayers and Robert Hendren had two children: Martha Sayers Hendren (c. 1842-1924; 2.1.8.2)
and Jane (c. 1848-1860; 2.1.8.3). Martha Hendren became a dressmaker and married William Getty
(c. 1842-1898; 2.1.8.2a). They had seven children, five of whom married, and produced children. As a
result, there is a large Getty family descended from this marriage, including an extensive American
branch descended from one of their sons, Alexander Crawford Getty (1879-1961; 2.1.8.2.6), who
emigrated to the United States in 1899.

Conclusion

Little is known of the Sayers family being traced here before the 18th Century except that they came
from Yorkshire, England to Ireland during the Plantation of the early 17th Century. Hence, given that
the average length of a generation is about twenty-five years, there could have been four or even
five generations in Ireland before Jane (1) and William (2) were born there in the 1730s. At this time,
they were Presbyterian; but whether they were of this religion, or Anglican, when they emigrated
from England is not known.

Landowners

William (c. 1737-1802; 2) was a successful businessman and an owner of considerable property in
the neighbourhood of the Shankill Road and between there and Old Lodge Road near Peter’s Hill.
Whether he was a self-made man, or his wealth and land had been handed down from previous
generations, is not known. His son John (1761-1830; 2.1) was also a man of property, owning or
leasing not only property in Shankill and Peter’s Hill, which he probably inherited from his father, but
also considerable land in the Townland of Lower Malone, where he resided and farmed, and perhaps
also in Ballygarry; and he was generous with his wealth, being a noted philanthropist.

At least two of John’s daughters — Margaret (1788-1827; 2.1.1) and Violet (1802-52; 2.1.6) — married
well to successful Belfast merchants; but Sarah (1805-77; 2.1.8) was a disappointment to her father.
She eloped at an early age to marry John Bamford, a coachbuilder who died in 1826 shortly after
their son Sayers (1824-86; 2.1.8.1) was born, and about fifteen years later she married Robert
Hendren, a grocer.

John’s sons — who would have inherited most of their father’s estate in their early thirties — seem to
have been less successful than their father and grandfather. William (1798-1870; 2.1.3) had land in
Upper Malone and had a house and garden in Lower Malone, which he probably inherited from his
father. At his death, however, he left an estate valued at less than £50, and his children and their
descendants did not continue the tradition of being significant land and property owners.

John’s son George (1799-1863; 2.1.4) seems to have done better than his brother, living in a house in
Lower Malone and owning or leasing considerable land in that area — which he also probably
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inherited from his father — and perhaps land also in Ballydrain around Newforge Lane. George’s
elder son John (1821-1915; 2.1.4.1) continued the land-owning tradition. Following his parents’
deaths in 1863, he took over the running of the family farm in Lower Malone and initially lived there.
He eventually became hard-pressed financially, however, and began to sell off his land bit by bit to
Lord Deramore, who developed the area for housing. He was eventually forced to move to a small
cottage on the last of the Sayers land, on what is now Bladon Drive off the Malone Road. And
although there are many indications of Lord Deramore today in the street names in the Malone area
of South Belfast, there are none there, or in the Shankill area of West Belfast, of the Sayers family.

Sporting Tradition

The Sayers family not only had a land-owing tradition, they also had a sporting tradition. William
Sayers (1822-40; 2.1.4.2) was “a keen sportsman” who “lost an arm through a gun accident”. His
older brother John Sayers (1821-1915; 2.1.4.1) was an ardent sportsman in his youth, and “one of
the finest shots in Ireland”; and his son George (1865-80; 2.1.4.1.1) died because of pneumonia
brought on by an accident during a rugby match.

The descendants of George Jackson Sayers (1845-1926; 2.1.3.5) were especially noted for their
athletic prowess. His second son, Samuel Suffern Sayers (1877-1949; 2.1.3.5.2), was an international
water polo player.

His third son, George Jackson Sayers (1879-1945; 2.1.3.5.3), was one of the foremost amateur
boxers in Ireland and the trainer of many boxing champions. His son George Frederick Sayers (1921-
2001; 2.1.3.5.3.3) played rugby for the Royal Belfast Academical Institution and later for Trinity
College Dublin, was Captain of Athletics of the Dublin University Harriers for which he threw the
javelin and sprinted, and in later life in Canada he played tennis, squash and golf. His daughter
Geraldine Margaret Sayers (1959-; 2.1.3.5.3.3.2) was an athlete who participated in many sports at
school, including basketball, badminton and field hockey, and later became an active skier, hiker and
runner; and his son George Jackson Sayers (1962-; 2.1.3.5.3.3.3) has a degree in Physical Education
and his own business, “Fitness and Flexibility Plus” in Vancouver. So the Sayers sporting tradition
continues in Canada to the present day.

George Jackson Sayers’s fourth son, Arthur Crawford Sayers (1884-1932; 2.1.3.5.6) achieved
prominence in several branches of sporting and athletic activity: he was one of the best amateur
boxers in Ireland; in soccer, he played full back for junior clubs like Wandsworth and for both
Cliftonville and Distillery in the senior grade; and in water polo, he played for Belfast Amateurs, a
club of which he was captain for several terms, and, internationally, he repeatedly represented his
country against England, Scotland and Wales and captained the Irish side.

Continuation of Family Name

Although William Sayers of Shankill (1737-1802; 2) and his descendants, unlike Lord Deramore, left
no indication of the land they once owned in Belfast, the former unlike the latter, whose line died
out in 2006, left several branches of the Sayers family that continue in Northern Ireland, England,
Canada, and the United States. They also continue indirectly in Canada through the marriage of
Sarah Sayers (1805-77; 2.1.8) to John Bamford around 1823-4. Sarah and John’s son was christened
Sayers and, as the history of the Bamford family indicates, so was a grandson (Sayers Bamford, 1863-
64), a great grandson (Sayers Bamford, 1878-1937), a great granddaughter (Sarah (Saidie) Sayers
Bamford, 1879-1900), two second great grandsons (Sayers Bamford, 1912-82 and Thomas (Terry)
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Sayers Bamford, 1919-84). Moreover, five of John and Sarah’s third great grandsons — George Sayers
Bain (1939-), Brian Sayers Bamford (1939-), Thomas Sayers Bamford (1949-), John Sayers Wyman
(1969-), and Patrick (Rick) Terence Sayers Bamford (1956-) — have Sayers as a middle name. So too
do four of Sarah’s fourth great grandchildren — Rachael Emily Sayers Bamford (1989-), James (Jamie)
Christopher Sayers Bamford (1990-), and Mark Kenneth Sayers Bamford (1991-). And, as recently as
2011, Hugo Oliver Sayers Brain, a fifth great grandson of William Sayers of Shankill, was born in
Oxford.

|, George Sayers Bain — who, like my two cousins, was born in Canada — am one of them, and since
1998 | have lived in Northern Ireland. My connection with the Sayers family has been strengthened
by tracing its history and meeting many of its current members in Northern Ireland and Canada. The
connection has also been strengthened by acquiring photographs of some of my Sayers ancestors
and the snuff box of Mary Ann Martin Sayers (see p. viii). And when | was President and Vice
Chancellor of Queen’s University Belfast from 1998 until 2004, my wife and | lived in the Vice
Chancellor’s Lodge with its extensive gardens at 16 Lennoxvale, Belfast, which is close to where the
Sayers family had their homes and other land holdings in Lower and Upper Malone in the 18th and
19th centuries. Finally, my first cousin once removed, Derek Bamford (1928-2003), bequeathed me
the Sayers family longcase clock made in 1778-80 by James Wilson, a prominent Belfast clock maker,
which stands in the hall of my home, Eden House, 1 Edenturcher Road, near Glenavy, County
Antrim.! (See photograph on p. 170.)

! The clock’s serial number is 463. See the pamphlet by Wilfred A. Seaby, James Wilson: Clockmaker of Belfast
(Belfast: Ulster Museum, Department of Local History, 1983); it is a reprint from Antiquarian Horology, XIV
(June, 1983), pp. 133-55. Most of the Ulster clock makers in the 18th Century were Presbyterian and
supporters of the movement that led to the 1798 Rebellion by the United Irishmen. They expressed their
political sympathies by carving a fleur de lys (for France) or an eagle (for the United States) on the hood of
their clocks; the Sayers clock has a fleur de lys. On a piece of paper attached to the inside back of the clock’s
hood (behind the movement) is the following note written in pencil: “Restored by N. Mcllwaine, 84 Donegal
Pass, Belfast, 1895”; he might have French-polished the case and/or repaired the mechanism.

According to my first cousin once removed, Dickson McGeown, (1932-2017; see history of the Bamfords),
Personal Letter, 4-6 November 2003), Seaby believed that the clock might have been made for the Sinclairs, a
prominent Belfast merchant-family, before going into the Sayers’s possession, where it remained until John
Sayers (1821-1915; 2.1.4.1) died in 1915. It then passed to his first cousin once removed, Letitia Bamford
(1886-1947), who bequeathed it to her niece Letitia Victoria Alexandra Roberts Bamford (1887-1950), who
bequeathed it to her nephew Dickson McGeown. Dickson sold the clock to his cousin Derek Bamford (1928-
2003), who bequeathed it to me.
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Property Associated with Sayers Family, South Belfast, ¢.1860

LEGEND

Bil--0F

LAND OCCUPIED OR LEASED BY MEMBERS OF SAYERS FAMILY. NUMBERS IN RED DENOTE PLOT NUMBER IN GRIFFITH’S VALUATION

OTHER PLOTS DELINEATED BY GRIFFITH’S VALUATION (NO SAYERS CONNECTION)

LAGAN RIVER

BUILDINGS: DWELLING AND FARM BUILDINGS LEASED BY MEMBERS OF SAYERS FAMILY. POSITION IS APPROXIMATE

HOUSE OCCUPIED BY WILLIAM SAYERS (1798-1870), RENTED FROM WILLIAM MADDEN N
MAJOR ROADS W E
MINOR ROADS IS
BUILDINGS - SEE MAP LABELS FOR DETAIL

0 150 300 600 Metres
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Sayers Family Photographs

2.1.1.4 William Sayers Bell, 1819-?, with his sister-in-law Eliza (2.1.1.2a)

2.1.1.7 Clementina Suffern (née Bell), 1826-1909
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2.1.3.5 George Jackson Sayers, 1845-1926, and his wife Margaret
(née Suffern), 1844-1913

E

ald

2.1.3.5 George Jackson Sayers, 1845-1926, and his wife Margaret (née Suffern), 1844-1913, with their sons
(clockwise, from left) William, Samuel, George, Arthur and John
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2.1.3.5.1 William Sayers, 1875-1946

2.1.3.5.3.1 Margaret (Peggy) Sayers, 1913-2012
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2.1.3.5.3.1 Margaret (Peggy) Sayers, 1913-2012

2.1.3.5.3.2 Joan Sayers, 1919-2016
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2.1.3.5.3.2 Joan Sayers on her 90th birthday

2.1.3.5.3.3 George Sayers, 1921-2001
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2.1.3.5.3.3.2 Geraldine (Gerry) Sayers, 1959-, and Ernst
Dorfler (2.1.3.5.3.3.2a; 1952-)

2.1.3.5.4a Violet Ellen Sayers (née Funnell), 1885-1953
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2.1.3.5.6 Arthur Crawford Sayers, 1884-1932 and his wife Edith (née
Hewitt), 1886-1979

2.1.4.1 John (Jack) Sayers, 1821-1915, with his maid, Nancy, and his driver
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2.1.4.1 John (Jack) Sayers, considered one of the finest shots in
Ireland

2.1.8 Sarah Sayers, 1805-1877
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2.1.8 Sarah Sayers in old age

Shankill Burying-ground 2014: The ruins of the watch-tower built by William (Sayers) of Shankill and Israel
Milliken circa 1830.
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The Sayers family longcase clock made in 1778-80 by James Wilson, which was bequeathed to George Bain by Derek
Bamford (1928-2003). The clock’s serial number is 463.
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Pinpointing the Sayers English Paternal
Ancestral Genetic Homeland

Dr Tyrone Bowes
March 2018

www.englishorigenes.com



Introduction

A simple painless commercial ancestral Y chromosome DNA test can potentially provide an
individual with the names of many hundreds of individuals with whom they share a common male
ancestor. But this often raises the question: how can one match many individuals with different
surnames? The answer is quite simple. Approximately 1,000 years ago, it would have been
commonplace for one’s direct medieval male ancestor — in this instance, the first to call himself
‘Sayers’ — to live in close proximity to relations who assumed different surnames such as, in this
case, Harrison, Tideswell and Pickard.

Surnames in England can still be found concentrated in the area where they first appeared, or in the
area where one’s ancestors first settled. This makes it possible to use census data to determine the
origin of the surnames that appear in an individual’s Y-DNA results and identify an area common to
all, thus revealing one’s ‘Paternal Ancestral Genetic Homeland’. The paternal ancestral genetic
homeland is the small area where one’s paternal ancestors lived for hundreds, if not thousands, of
years. It is the area where one’s ancestor first inherited his surname, surrounded by relatives who
inherited others. It is the area where one’s ancestors left their mark in its placenames, its history,
and in the DNA of its current inhabitants. Modern science can not only locate a paternal ancestral
genetic homeland, but can also confirm it by DNA-testing individuals from the identified area.

Some points of caution must, however, be borne in mind.

1. Paternally inherited surnames were adopted in England after the arrival of the Normans
in 1066 AD. Surnames in England tend not to reflect a genealogical record of a surname’s
founding ancestor, but rather denote a person’s profession, e.g., Taylor, Thatcher, Smith;
a distinguishable feature, e.g. Short, Brown, Wise; or a place where they lived, e.g.,
Townsend, Hill, York. As a result English surnames often have multiple points of origin.

2. Research has demonstrated that only 50% of individuals with a unique surname will be
related to that surname’s founding ancestor; the other 50% of males will have an
association that has arisen as a result of what are called ‘non-paternal’ events, usually a
result of adoption or maternal transfer of the surname.

3. Often people expect their DNA results to trace back to a specific area. It must be
remembered, however, that the results reflect one’s ancestor and his neighbours from
around 1,000 years ago. As a result, if one’s English ancestors were descended from Viking
raiders or conquering Normans, then their Y-DNA results may reflect earlier continental
European or Scandinavian origins. In Ireland, for example, only 60% of those with Irish
ancestry are related to the pre- Christian Gaelic tribes.

Mr John Sayers
This report is based on the analysis of a Y-DNA sample kindly provided by Mr John Sayers of Strabane.
Although there is no record of a direct familial relationship between George Bain and John Sayers,

research strongly suggests that all the Sayers in Ulster descended from a small group who came to
Ireland at the time of the Plantation in the early 17th Century.
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Interpreting the Y-DNA test results

The first step in identifying an individual’s paternal ancestral genetic homeland is to analyse the
surnames that appear as Y-DNA genetic matches. Those surnames, particularly those that recur
throughout a person’s Y-DNA results, will typically reflect the surname of a medieval ancestor’s
relative/neighbour; see Figures 1a and 1b.

37 Marker Matches
Genetic Distance |Name Earliest Known Ancestor ¥Y-DMA Haplogroup | Terminal SNP

2 Keith Sawyers I-M253 M253
2 Neil Tidwell Ira Jack Tidwell I-M253 M253
3 Brian Eugene Harr'lson« I-M253

3 Dr. Dennis James Stoker I-M253

3 Dr. Harrison« William Asa Harrison b. abt 17390, d. abt 1820 I-M253

3 Emil Mathias Calonius Thomas Bytti, d. 1659 Turku I-M253

3 Glenn Harrisond Michael Maulton Harrison b. abt 1810 d. 1865 1-M253

3 lames A Tidwell I-M253

3 lames Hammand Taylor Mr. Taylor (dates? places?) I-M253

3 John Temple I-M253

3 LC TIDWELL RICHARD (RICHARD TIDESWELL) TIDWELL 1635-1692 -N253 253
3 Larry Dean Tidwell RICHARD (RICHARD TIDESWELL) TIDWELL 1635-1652 -N253 253
3 Mickey R White WILLIAM HENRY WHITE c. 1879,/80 COLORADO,USA -M253

3 Morrow Robert Merrow m. 1779 Elizabeth Shaw, Guilferd, NC I-M253

3 Mr. Arno Calonius Thomas Bytti, b. ca. 1600, d. 1659, Turku, Finland I-AB172 ABL72
3 Ralph Bannerman Nisbet I-M253

3 T. A Smith -M253

3 Thomas . Sawyers I-M253

3 Timothy R Ellis Ir. Revloe Rainey Murray 1804-1876& Cecilia Danieley I-Z17926 717926
4 Beverly Brice Oliver VanKirk b 1788 N1? d 1872 W1 I-M253

4 Bjéirn Hakansson Isak Jonsson b. 17267 d. 1778 Vasterstad I-Z60 Z60
4 Brett Edward Roper ADOPTED Paternity Unknown I-M253

4 Bror Ake Snickars I-M253

a David Cletus Nicholson 1-M253

4 Gary Banks I-M253 M253
4 Glenn Gaeke Johnn Christoph Meier I-M253

4 Hawkins lohn Hawkins & Rebecca Emerson> Nathan 1722-1802 I-M253 M253
4 lames Nicholson« I-M253

4 Jeremy Lee Buck I-M253 M253

Figure 1a: Mr Sayers’s closest genetic matches as revealed in the FTDNA Y-DNA database. The more Y-DNA
markers that two people share, the more recently their shared paternal ancestors lived. Mr Sayers’s genetic
matches are not random; many of his genetic relatives have surnames such as Sawyers (red arrows), Harrison
(green arrows), Tidwell (yellow arrows) and Nicholson (blue arrows) that recur among his Y-DNA results.
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Y-DNA Test Results
Test 37 Marker Matches
Subject Haplogroup -2 -3 -4
Hawkins (x2)
Calonius (x3)° Nicholls (x2}
Harrison (x3) Nicholson (x2)
Sayers I-M253 Sawyers (x2) Morrow (x2) Pickard (x2)
Tidwell (x4) Ellis (x2)° Jackson (x5)°
Smith {xtl}lb Murray {xS}la"'lb
Thompson {xd]h
Wainwright (x2)

Figure 1b: John Sayers’s closest recurring genetic surname matches reveal a paternal ancestral link with
England. An examination of the test subject’s closest recurring genetic surname matches reveals that they are
dominated by English-associated or exclusively English surnames. This indicates that his paternal ancestor was
living in a specific location within England an estimated 1,000 years ago. Surnames are shown at the point at
which they first appear as a genetic match; figures in brackets represent the number of individuals with each
surname who appear as his genetic match at the 37 and 25 marker levels. Surnames in black font have multiple
associated ethnicities (including English).

9Multiple members of the same close family recruited for Y-DNA testing and excluded from further analysis.

bMost of these recurring matches appear at the 25-marker level. Surnames in bold recur three times or more.

Commercial ancestral Y-DNA testing revealed that our John Sayers matched other individuals with a
similar surname — Sawyers — who tested independently. This indicates that he is directly descended
from the first male (“Adam”) to take that surname when paternally-inherited surnames became
common. Sayer and Sawyer are common surnames associated with England and Scotland, and hence
there were potentially many Sayer/Sawyer-Adams living 1,000 years ago. The complete dominance
of English-associated surnames among the test subject’s closest and most frequent genetic surname
matches in the FTDNA database indicates that his most recent paternal ancestry, as recorded by his
Y-DNA results, is associated with England. His closest and most frequent genetic surname matches,
as revealed in his Y-DNA results, arose among related males living within a specific part of England

approximately 1,000 years ago.
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English Sayers

The spelling of a surname changes over both time and distance, and an examination of early census
data reveals individuals named ‘Sayer’ (2,546), ‘Sayers’ (1,352), ‘Sawyer’ (3,370) and ‘Sawyers’ (300)
within England and Wales in 1841. Since surnames arose in an agrarian society, farmers with each
surname could still be found farming the lands where their ancestor lived when he first took the
Sayer, Sayers, Sawyer or Sawyers surname. The 1841 census revealed 99 farmers named Sayer,
Sayers, Sawyer, or Sawyers; see Figure 2. An examination of the distribution of farmers named
Sayer, Sayers, Sawyer, or Sawyers reveals that they are not scattered uniformly throughout England
but are associated predominantly with four geographically distinct locations; see Figures 2 and 3.
Since the test subject is directly descended from an English Sayers-Adam, his paternal ancestry is
associated with one of the geographically distinct locations within England that are associated with
English Sayers. An examination of English placenames reveals a small number that are clear
references to the Sayers and Sawyer surname that are found in areas associated with those
surnames; see Figure 4.

| Sayers Variants
1841 County [Sayer [Sayers [Sawyer [Sawyers
Bedfordshire, ] o L -}
Berkshire. a o L} o
Brecknockshire. Ll o L L]
[Oxfordshine. 1 o a o
Bucks, o o ]
[Cambridge. o o (] (-]
Nesfalk. B 1 a o
Suffolk, o o I o
Essex. ] 2 1 o
Denbighshire, o o o o
Dorset. o o o o
Devon, 1 o 1 o
Cormwall. o o o o
Flintshire. o ¢ Q o
o o 0 o

Glaucestershine, o o o o
Herefordshine, e o L} L]
Hertfordshire. L} o 1 o

gdon and Rutland.| © 0 0 o
iske of Man, '] ] L] L]
Leicestershire, o 0 [ ]
London. 1 0 1 o
Middlesex, o 0 0 o
Maonmouthshire. -} o a o
Mantgomeryshire, ] o 0 o
Northamptonshire, o a o
Northumberiand. o G L] o
Nottinghamshire. '] 0 ] o
Pembrokeshire. 1 o a o
shropshire. o o o o
Semerset, 2 o a U]
Staffordshire. 7 o 1 o
(Warcestershire, o o 1 o
Surrey. o 1 1 |
Kent. 3 0 3 o
Sussex, o lll_i‘i—.” Q ]
Hampshire, o o 1 o
[Warwickshire, o 0 1 o
Wiltshire. ] o L L]
Durham, o o 0 ]
Cumberland. o o 1 |
Westmorland. 3 o L] [}
Lancashire, ] o 5 o
Yorkshire. N : 1 o
Lincadnshire. o L] 5 o
[Cheshire, o o L] ]
Desbyshire. o o a o

Figure 2: The English Sayer, Sayers, Sawyer and Sawyers farming communities. The 1841 census reveals
nearly 100 farmers named Sayer, Sayers, Sawyer or Sawyers (panel A). An examination of their distribution
throughout the 1841 English counties reveals that Sayer, Sayers, Sawyer and Sawyers are predominantly
associated with Sussex in the Southwest, Norfolk/Suffolk in the east, Staffordshire in the west, and Yorkshire
in the north (red broken circles panel B).
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Figure 3: English Sawyer farmers in 1841. Plotting the parishes where each Sayer, Sayers, Sawyer and
Sawyers farmer was recorded in 1841 reveals that they concentrate in multiple groups throughout
England. This indicates the existence of many English Sayer, Sayers, Sawyer and Sawyers founding Adams.
Each pin is positioned in the parish where a farmer (head of household) is recorded in 1841. Pin size is

indicative of frequency.
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Figure 4: English Sayer, Sayers, Sawyer and Sawyers Placenames. An examination of
English placenames revealed a small number that are associated with the Sawyer
surname and which occur in areas where one finds Sayer, Sayers, Sawyer and
Sawyers farming communities.

Y DNA, Surnames and Land

Paternally inherited surnames first appeared about 1,000 years ago when the vast majority of
people were involved in agriculture. Many surnames appeared among farming communities
whose descendants can often be found in census data still farming the lands where their ancestor
lived when he first adopted his surname. The link with the land for many English surnames
disappeared, however, due to the early onset of the industrial revolution. To enable the
identification of one’s paternal ancestral genetic homeland in these cases, it is necessary to
examine early census data to determine where farmers (or those involved in agriculture) with the
surnames that appear in an individual’s DNA results lived. Such analysis shows, for example, that
a Sayers from Sussex will be a genetic match to individuals named Kempshall, Evershed and
Luxford, surnames associated with Southeast England. In contrast, a Sawyer from Suffolk will be
a genetic match to individuals named Oxborrow, Farthing and Bullingham, surnames associated
with East Anglia. It is therefore through examining Mr Sayers’s closest and most frequent genetic
surname matches that the origins of his first English ancestor to take the Sayers name will be
revealed.

177



An examination of these matches showed that Tidwell (Tideswell), Harrison, Pickard, Hawkins,
Nichols, Nicholson and Wainwright appeared as his closest and most frequent genetically
recurring surname matches; see Figure 1b. Distribution mapping of farmers named Sayer, Sayers,
Sawyer, Sawyers, Tideswell, Harrison, Pickard, Hawkins, Nichols, Nicholson and Wainwright
reveals that they are all overwhelmingly associated with the 1841 county of Yorkshire; see Figure
5. The association with Yorkshire is confirmed by an examination of the distribution of farmers
named Stoker and Temple, which are rare English surnames that occur as close singular genetic
matches, and which census data reveals are associated almost exclusively with Yorkshire; see
Figure 5.

An examination of the distribution of Sayer, Sayers, Sawyer, Sawyers, Tideswell and Pickard
farmers reveals that they concentrate in closest proximity to one another in the farmland that lies
to the north of Bradford in West Yorkshire; see Figure 6. Mr Sayers’s closest genetic surname
matches reveal that his Sayer “Adam” was living within West Yorkshire approximately 1,000 years
ago.
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Figure 5: Census data reveals a paternal ancestral link with the 1841 county of Yorkshire. Census data
reveals that Sayer, Sayers, Sawyer, Sawyers, Harrison, Hawkins, Nichols, Nicholson and Wainwright
are common surnames associated with multiple locations, but they are all associated with Yorkshire
where the far rarer Tideswell and Pickard farmers were found. The Stoker and Temple surnames appear
as close singular genetic matches to Mr Sayers and census data reveals that farmers with those
surnames are overwhelmingly associated with Yorkshire.
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Pickard Farmer

Figure 6: A paternal ancestral link with West Yorkshire. An examination of the distribution of Sayer,
Sayers, Sawyer, Sawyers, Tideswell and Pickard farmers within Yorkshire reveals that they
concentrate in the west of the county. The Tideswell and Pickard farming community concentrated
in the farmland that lies close to the modern city of Bradford. Each pin has been positioned in the
parish where a farmer named Sawyer was recorded in 1841. Pin size is indicative of frequency.

Summary

The Tideswell and Pickard farming communities concentrate in the farmland that lies to the
northwest of Bradford city and, although no Sayer, Sayers, Sawyer or Sawyers farmers could be
identified, individuals with those surnames (including agricultural labourers) are found in the
parishes that surround llkley Moor. It was therefore in the surrounding farmland that Mr Sayers’s
direct male ancestor lived when he first inherited the surname an estimated 1,000 years ago; see
Figure 7.

His paternal ancestor lived surrounded by male relatives who acquired other surnames like
Harrison, Webster, Tideswell, and Pickard (among many others). The West Yorkshire Sayers may
have left evidence of their ancestral links with this area in the history of this location — for
example, an examination of local placenames and streets reveals a “Sayers Garth” in Addingham,
just north of Ilkley Moor; see Figure7 — and also in the DNA of the Sayers who may still live there.

A commercial ancestral Y-DNA test of Sayers who live in the area surrounding llkley Moor is almost
certain to confirm the paternal ancestral link with that area.
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Figure 7: Mr Sayers’s English Paternal Ancestral Genetic Homeland. The Tideswell and Pickard
farming communities concentrate in the farmland that lay to the northwest of Bradford City and
where census data also reveals the presence of Sayer agricultural labourers and a street named
‘Sayers Garth.” It was in the farmland that surrounds llkley Moor in West Yorkshire that the test
subject’s English paternal ancestral genetic homeland is to be found. It was there that his direct
male ancestor lived approximately 1,000 years ago when he first acquired the Sayer surname. His
Sayer founding ancestor lived surrounded by male relatives who acquired other surnames such as
Tideswell, Harrison, Pickard, Hawkins, Nichols, Nicholson, Wainwright, Stoker and Temple.
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