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PREFACE 
 

 
I started to research the Boal family from the north of Ireland when I began my genealogical inquiries 
into my mother’s family in 1972. She was Margaret Ioleen Bamford (1904-1988; 1.2.4.4.1), who was 
born in Belfast. She went to Canada with her mother in 1907 and married my father, George Alexander 
Bain (1913-2006), in 1937. The histories of the Bamford and Bain families are given separately. The 
Bamford inquiries led me directly to the Boals. Margaret (Madge) Ada Boal (1882-1940; 1.2.4.4) was 
my maternal grandmother, and this history traces her family from the first Boal whom I can definitely 
claim as an ancestor – William Bole (1), my 3rd maternal great grandfather, who was born in Co. 
Armagh in 1770 – up to about 2000.   
 
Each member of the Boal family has been recorded using the d’Aboville System, a descending 
numbering method developed by Count Jacques d’Aboville in 1940. Descendants are assigned the 
number of their parent, followed by sequential numbers for the children. Spouses of direct 
descendants are denoted by the number of their partner, followed by a, b (if an individual marries 
twice), and so on. Stepchildren follow the line of their birth parent. The number of digits indicates the 
relevant generation. This system ensures that each individual has his or her own unique number. For 
example: 
 
1.2.4.4.1 Margaret Bamford (my mother) – the first child of:  
1.2.4.4  Margaret Boal – the fourth child of: 
1.2.4  Adam Boal – the fourth child of:   
1.2  Adam Bole – the second child of: 
1  William Bole 
 
In referring to “great great” antecedents or descendants, the number of “greats”, counting the first, 
is denoted by an ordinal number. For example: William Bole (1), my great great great grandfather, is 
my 3rd great grandfather. 
 
Where a given name is italicised, this indicates the preferred name by which the individual was known; 
it may be a second or third name, pet name or abbreviation rather than that with which they were 
baptised.  
 
In instances where the notes to the tables in Section 5 of this volume use the present tense, they 
generally refer to information that was available before circa 2000 unless they have been explicitly 
updated. Biographical notes have generally not been attached to the entries for children born after 
the mid-1980s. Information in the notes was compiled as it became available over the years; they do 
not provide a coherent biography for any individual or an intelligible story of the family more generally. 
That is the purpose of the Introduction that follows this Preface. And to keep footnotes to a minimum, 
where sources are provided in the notes for information that is repeated in the Introduction, the 
sources are not repeated there.    
 
During the years that I have been researching the history of the Boal family, I have benefitted from 
the help of many individuals and institutions. In addition to my late mother, my greatest debt is to my 
relatives who supplied information about themselves and their families. Particularly helpful were my 
second cousins Lorna Goodfellow (née Kerr, 1935-2007; 1.2.4.5.1.1) and Beverley McDowell (1947-; 
1.2.4.5.2.3), who provided a great deal of information not only about their own immediate relatives 
but also about all the descendants of their grandfather, Albert Adam Boal (1885-1977; 1.2.4.5). In a 
class by himself is my third cousin, Robert Kenneth McVittie (1947-; 1.2.9.1.3.1), who supplied most 
of the information on his great grandfather, Samuel Boal (1866-1922; 1.2.9) and all his descendants. 
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To do so, he travelled to Northern Ireland, Scotland and Canada to interview relatives, to access 
archives, to obtain and copy documents; and then he provided me with copious notes of his 
researches. All those interested in the Boal family are greatly in his debt.  

When I began my genealogical inquiries in 1972, and for many years thereafter, I did the research 
myself. It was before the days of home computers and all the online genealogical websites and 
services that now exist. So I had to correspond with informants by post and to visit libraries and other 
sources in Belfast and, to a lesser extent, in Dublin and Scotland.  As my disposable income increased 
over the years, however, I could hire professionals to help me.  

My greatest debt is to Joan Phillipson of Historical Research Associates in Belfast. I first began 
working with Joan on the Bamfords, the Boals and another of my mother’s ancestral families, the 
Sayers, in 1994 – work that has continued off and on until the present day. 

Underpinning Joan’s work and my own were the excellent resources and staff of the Public Record 
Office of Northern Ireland, to whom we are most grateful. In addition, I am grateful to them for 
agreeing to accept in their archives the deposit of not only this volume but also the supporting primary 
and secondary material that I have collected about the Boal family. My thanks are also due to the 
following institutions, with whom copies of this volume have been deposited: the Ulster Historical 
Foundation in Belfast, the Linen Hall Library in Belfast, the Mellon Centre for Migration Studies in 
Omagh, the Scottish Genealogy Society in Edinburgh, and the Court of the Lord Lyon in Edinburgh.  

I am grateful to Susan Miller, a member of the Association of Scottish Genealogists & Researchers in 
Glasgow, for providing information on, among other things, the schooling and residences of some of 
my Boal relatives in Scotland; and to military historian Tim Hughes, of Tim Hughes and Associates, and 
Kathleen N. Stokes of Winnipeg, who, respectively, searched army records and ships’ manifest entries 
on my behalf. I am also grateful to Dr Tyrone Bowes of Scottish Origenes, whose detailed analysis of 
the history of the Boal surname in Ireland and Scotland proved invaluable in augmenting the 
genealogical research. His findings, which pinpoint the family’s ancestral origins in Scotland, are 
reported in Section 7 of this volume. 

As with the research, so with the typing: I initially did it myself. But as the work progressed, I could 
delegate the typing and, later, the word processing to professional secretaries. Two require special 
mention and thanks: Linda Lowther, who was a colleague at the London Business School during the 
1990s, and particularly Pauline Allen, who worked closely with me from 1998, when I joined Queen’s 
University Belfast, and has continued to do so after my retirement from Queen’s in 2004 until the 
present day. The meticulous marshalling of all the information into tabular form is primarily her 
handiwork.  

Once the research was completed and the resulting information was put in tabular form, it had to be 
prepared for publication. I am grateful to digital designer Jim Armstrong for his restoration and 
enhancement of old family photographs and for drawing the maps, and to Jonathan Ridgway and his 
colleagues at print management specialists CDS for producing the finished version. Before they could 
do so, however, the entire typescript had to be copy edited. Anne Langford, a former colleague at 
Queen’s, undertook this exacting task by, among other things, assigning a d’Aboville number to each 
individual, standardising the layout and references, checking and proof reading, removing infelicities, 
and liaising with the photographer and the printer. I am most grateful for her professional support 
and – since births, marriages, and deaths are never-ending – for encouraging me to draw the project 
to a close and to publish it. 
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Despite everyone’s efforts, I am sure that errors remain in the multitude of data and facts that have 
been assembled. For these, I am responsible. 

George Sayers Bain 
Eden House 
1 Edenturcher Road 
County Antrim 
Northern Ireland 

25 October 2018 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Various suggestions have been advanced regarding the origin of the Boal name. Perhaps the most 
colourful, of which there are several versions, is that a sailor in the fleeing Spanish Armada of 1558 
was shipwrecked off the Scottish coast; following his rescue and recovery, he could not remember his 
name, so he called himself Boal after the small town in the Spanish Principality of Asturias from which 
he came. 

Another suggestion, with a stronger evidential basis, is that Boyle, with its variants Boal and O’Boyle, 
has French origins. A significant number of Boals, particularly in the counties of Armagh, Antrim and 
Down, are descended from the family of de Boyville, which came from the town now known as 
Beauville near Caen in Normandy, and settled in England after the Norman invasion of 1066. A branch 
of this family came to Scotland at the invitation of David I (c. 1083-1153) and became powerful in 
Galloway and, particularly, in Ayrshire. Many of them came to Ireland during the Plantation of Ulster 
in the 17th Century.1 The Boals who are my ancestors, and whom I have traced back to County Armagh 
in the 18th Century, probably descend from these de Boyville Boals in Scotland. This theory is 
reinforced by Dr Bowes’s research (see Section 7 of this volume), which strongly suggests that it is 
from the neighbouring parishes of Glasserton and Whithorn in Wigtownshire in Galloway that my 
ancestors departed during the Plantation of Ulster. 

 

EARLY ARMAGH BOALS2 
 

William Bole (1) 

The first Boal I might be able to claim as a direct ancestor is James Bole, who was born circa 1740, 
probably in Co. Armagh, and about whom nothing else is known. 

The first Boal I can definitely claim as a direct ancestor is James’s son William Bole, my third  great 
maternal grandfather, who was born in 1770 and died in 1822 aged 52. He was a weaver who lived in 
Mullaghbrack – a parish situated in the centre of the County of Armagh – married a person unknown, 
and was killed in an accident when the shaft of his horse-drawn cart “ran right through him”.  

                                                           
1 See Robert Bell, The Book of Ulster Surnames (Belfast: Blackstaff Press, 1988), p. 20. 
http://www.irishtimes.com/ ancestor/surname/index.cfm?fuseaction=history&surname=Boyle; http://ireland-
calling.com/irish-names-boyle/; accessed 14 January 2016. 
 
2 Several of my Boal relatives claimed that the early members of the family in Armagh came from around Boal’s 
Hill. But there is no indication of a Boal’s Hill on the Ordnance Survey maps for Co. Armagh. Nor is there any 
mention of such a hill in Angelique Day and Patrick McWilliams (eds.), Ordnance Survey Memoirs of Ireland, Vol. 
1: County Armagh, 1835-8 (Belfast: Queen’s University, Institute of Irish Studies, 1990) for the parishes of Eglish, 
Kilclooney, and Mullaghbrack.  
 
The story regarding Boal’s Hill might be explained by the way the name O’Boyle was anglicised. Bell, ibid, states 
that “O’Boyle has been anglicised as Bohill in Co. Down and it has been suggested that in the northwest many 
of the name Hill may originally have been O’Boyles”. And George F. Black, The Surnames of Scotland (Edinburgh: 
Birlinn, 1993; first published by the New York Public Library, 1946), p. 95 states that “the Scottish surname Boyle, 
by many thought to be the same as Irish Boyle (from O’Baoghail, Anglicized as Boghill, Boyle, and even as Hill)”.  
 

http://www.irishtimes.com/%20ancestor/surname/index.cfm?fuseaction=history&surname=Boyle
http://ireland-calling.com/irish-names-boyle/
http://ireland-calling.com/irish-names-boyle/
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William and his wife had four children, all of whom were born in Mullaghbrack. Nothing except her 
birth date is known about Margaret (b. 1820; 1.3). All that is known about James (1.1) is that he was 
born in 1816 and was a witness at the weddings of his sister Elizabeth (Eliza) in 1846 and his brother 
Adam in 1847.  

Elizabeth (1.4) was born in 1822; in 1846 she married Samuel Blackwood (c. 1818-95, 1.4a), a weaver 
and farmer, who was rebuked for “fornication” by Redrock Presbyterian Church in 1848; and she died 
in 1887 aged 65. Elizabeth and her husband lived in Cavanagrove all their married lives, and had at 
least nine children about whom little is known. 

William’s second child, Adam (1.2), is dealt with at greater length below. 

 

Adam Bole (1.2) 

Adam was born in 1818 and died in 1873 aged 54. He married Mary Ann Riddal (1824/27-1903) in 
1847. He was, like his father, a weaver, and remained in this occupation and in Mullaghbrack until the 
latter half of the 1850s. He and his family then moved to Ligoniel – a small village on the north-west 
periphery of Belfast, about three miles from the city centre – where he obtained employment 
variously as a bundler in a flax mill, labourer, mill worker, and carpenter. Most, probably all, of these 
jobs were associated with the linen spinning mills that began to develop in Ligoniel in the 1850s and 
attracted workers from all over the country.3   

Adam and his wife had at least eleven children. Little is known about some of them. William (1849-
87; 1.2.1) was a “married bookkeeper”, but there is no documentary trace of his marriage or, if it 
occurred, of any children from it. Margaret (1851-84; 1.2.2) was a spinster who died of epilepsy. 
Thomas (b. 1853; 1.2.3) presumably died young since a later child was also named Thomas. Mary Ann 
(b. 1861; 1.2.6) probably died in infancy. The second Thomas (c. 1862-1911; 1.2.7), a bachelor, was a 
soldier in his younger years and a labourer in later life. James (b. 1865; 1.2.8) presumably died in 
infancy since a later child was also named James. Interestingly, although the Boals were Presbyterian, 
two of the children born after the family moved to Ligoniel – Mary Ann (1.2.6) and James (1.2.8) – 
were baptised in the Church of Ireland.  

More is known about the remaining five children. Joseph (1859-1927; 1.2.5) was variously a bobbin 
turner, a labourer, a fireman, an engineer, and a sailor – the last three occupations perhaps all being 
connected with seafaring. According to his niece, Lily McVittie (1.2.9.1), he was a big man who was 
very outspoken. After she had served him a cup of tea, he replied: “Is this tea, you call it Lily? It’s more 
like maiden water.” Joseph married Jane Cooke (1864-1925; 1.2.5a) in 1884 and they had four 
children: Margaret (1885-1976; 1.2.5.1) was a spinster; Adam (1890-?; 1.2.5.2), a sailor during WWI, 
married Martha Keenan (c. 1890-?; 1.2.5.2a) in 1915, and might have emigrated; Thomas (1894-?; 
1.2.5.3), a sailor in the Royal Navy during WWI, married Mary Jane McDowell (1894-?; 1.2.5.3a) in 
1918, with whom he had a daughter Margaret (1919-1995; 1.2.5.3.1), who also married and had a 

                                                           
3 Ligoniel’s plentiful supply of water and good land made it a centre for linen bleachgreens from the 1770s. With 
the introduction of more modern manufacturing methods in the 1850s, the cottage industry of bleachgreens 
gave way to the factory system of spinning mills. The village had four spinning mills, one of which was the Wolfhill 
Spinning Company Ltd. Since Adam lived on Wolfhill Row, it might have been the mill in which he worked. See 
“The Mill Village of Ligoniel” (Typescript Report by the Local History Study Group, Belfast Branch of the Workers 
Educational Association, Department of Extra-Mural Studies, Queen’s University Belfast, n.d.); and Fred Heatley 
(ed.), The Last of the Mill Villages: Ligoniel (booklet produced by the Workers Educational Association, 1981).  
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daughter Eileen (b. 1943; 1.2.5.3.1.1); and Jane  (1907-?; 1.2.5.3.4), who might have married a Mr Bell 
(but there is no trace of her marriage in Northern Ireland).  

Adam Bole’s tenth child, the second James (1867-?; 1.2.10), was variously a labourer, a wood turner, 
and a bobbin turner. He married Sarah Mitchell (c. 1870-?; 1.2.10a), a “minor” in 1888, and they had 
two daughters: Margaret (b. 1888; 1.2.10.1), who died in infancy; and Sarah (1890-?; 1.2.10.2), about 
whom nothing further is known. 

Moses (1871-?; 1.2.11) was a painter and decorator. He married Eleanor Magowan (1878-?; 1.2.11a), 
and they had a daughter Florence Thomasina (1900-?; 1.2.11.1). Thomasina, as she was called, 
emigrated to Hollywood, Los Angeles, and was there when her cousin Donald (Danny) Boal (1907-53; 
1.2.9.8) competed there in 1932 at the Olympic Games. Her parents might also have emigrated, but, 
if so, neither they nor their daughter left any trace in the readily available American documentary 
evidence. 

Adam Boal (1854-1890; 1.2.4) and Samuel Boal (1866-1922; 1.2.9) are dealt with at greater length 
below.  

 

BELFAST BOALS 
 

Adam Boal (1.2.4) 

Adam Boal, my maternal great grandfather, was born in 1854 in Tannaghmore, Mullaghbrack, just 
prior to the family moving to Ligoniel, and died in Belfast of pneumonia in 1890, at the young age of 
35. He is variously described as a wood turner and a bobbin turner in a thread mill and, according to 
my mother – Margaret Bamford (1904-88; 1.2.4.4.1), his granddaughter – he had a wood turning 
business in which at least one of his brothers was also employed (James, b. 1867; 1.2.10 was also a 
wood turner). Hence Adam appears to have been both a wood turner and a bobbin turner. He had left 
Ligoniel before his marriage in 1875, aged 21, when he was living at 41 Sandy Row in South Belfast. In 
the later years of his life, he lived at various addresses in North Belfast. He was a Presbyterian and a 
Mason.  

He married Margaret (Maggie) Montgomery (1857/8-1934; 1.2.4a) at St Anne’s Parish Church (of 
Ireland), Belfast in 1875. She was born in Whiteabbey, about five miles north of Belfast, and entered 
a mill there (probably the Whiteabbey Flax Spinning Company Ltd) as a “reeler” when she left school. 
At some point – perhaps when she began to have children – she left the mill and began to run a grocery 
shop and subsequently a drapery shop, probably in Whiteabbey. By the 1880s, she and her husband 
had left Whiteabbey and moved to North Belfast where – unusually for a Protestant and, even more 
so for a Protestant woman – she entered the liquor trade, purchasing and running the Victoria Bar at 
20 Great George’s Street in 1887-8, the Horseshoe Bar at 60 North Queen Street in 1888-9, and what 
became known as Pat’s Bar at 22 Prince’s Dock in Sailortown,4 1890-1918. She was so short (4’11”) 
                                                           
4 Sailortown was a working-class dockland community located north of Belfast city centre and roughly bordered 
by Henry Street, York Street, and the Whitla Street dock gate, with Garmoyle Street being the main arterial road. 
Established in the 1850s, it had a mixed Protestant and Catholic population. Over five thousand people lived in 
the small, cobblestoned streets of red-brick terraced houses packed between the docks and York Street. Most 
of the men worked as dock labourers, carters or merchant seamen; the women worked in the mills and cigarette 
factories. Urban redevelopment in the 1960s led to Sailortown’s demise. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Belfast%27s_Sailortown; accessed 14 February 2016. See also John Campbell, Once There Was a Community 
Here: A Sailortown Miscellany (Belfast, Lagan Press, 2001).  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%20Belfast%27s_Sailortown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%20Belfast%27s_Sailortown
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that at Prince’s Dock she had to stand on a stool or crate behind the bar to serve the dockers and 
sailors who drank there. She was short of height but not of commercial acumen: “she was the sort of 
person who could talk you into buying something you actually didn’t want or more of something than 
you actually needed”.5 

In later life, she lived with her son Albert (1885-1977; 1.2.4.5) and his family at 36 Castleton Gardens, 
Belfast, until they emigrated to Canada in 1924. She then moved to Scotland, where she lived with her 
daughter Margaret Bamford (1882-1940; 1.2.4.4) and her children at Kilncadzow and then 
Waygateshaw in Lanarkshire. When the Bamford children emigrated to Canada in 1933, she went to 
live with her daughter Agnes Gilchrist (1877-1958; 1.2.4.2) at Wishaw in Lanarkshire, and remained 
there until her death in 1934 aged 75. 

Margaret Montgomery was the daughter of John Montgomery (b. c. 1824), a building 
labourer/contractor, and his wife Margaret/Agnes Fulton, who was the daughter of David Fulton (c. 
1795-1876). See pp. 223-6.  

Margaret Montgomery and her husband Adam Boal had seven children: two of them – James (1887-
89; 1.2.4.6) and John (1889-90; 1.2.4.7) – died in infancy. The other five – Jane, Agnes, Isabella, 
Margaret, and Albert – are dealt with below. 

 

Jane Boal (1.2.4.1) 

Jane (Jean) Boal was born in 1876 and died in 1943 aged 67. She was “a remarkable lady – striking in 
appearance, loving and caring” who “could concoct the most delicious Irish meal out of practically 
nothing”, and who learned French following her marriage and how to swim after she was 40. 

Jane married William (Billy) Salisbury (c. 1876-1930; 1.2.4.1a) in 1899. At the time of his marriage and 
the birth of his children, he was variously described as a “salesman”, “mechanical engineer” and 
“bicycle expert”, and, following the family’s move from Belfast to London around 1903-04, he opened 
a ladies’ bicycle-riding school. He was a “motor lorry driver” when, aged 38, he joined the Army a few 
weeks after World War I started in 1914, and served in the Service Corps and as an electrician in France 
until 1917, when he was “no longer physically fit for war service”. Following the war, he was employed 
in various occupations, including “schoolmaster”, “clerk (Ministry of Labour)”, “electrical engineer”, 
and “technical instructor”. He died in 1930 aged circa 54. 

Jean Boal and William Salisbury separated because of his heavy drinking. They did not divorce, 
however, and he continued to live close by the family home at 50 Holyoake Walk, Brentham, Ealing, 
London. They had four children: May, Sarah, Ivy, and Charles. 

May Salisbury (1899-1971; 1.2.4.1.1) swam competitively while at school; she married 
Edward (Teddy) Ephgrave (c. 1896-c. 1975; 1.2.3.1.1a), a civil servant and later a musician, in 
1919; they had a daughter Evelyn (1.2.4.1.1.1) the following year; they subsequently 
separated and then, in 1929, divorced. Before her marriage, she worked in the civil service, 
and, following her separation, in Selfridges on Oxford Street, London. A few days after her 
divorce was finalised, she married Walter Peter Hill (1894-1982; 1.2.4.1.1b), a chartered 
secretary and accountant who served in both World Wars, was widowed and had a daughter, 

                                                           
 
5 Alf McCreary, Titanic Port: An Illustrated History of Belfast Harbour (Booklink, 2010), p. 137 refers to Margaret 
Montgomery and Pat’s Bar.  
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Barbara (b. 1923; 1.2.4.1.1b.1) from his earlier marriage. May and Walter had three children 
– Ann (b. 1930; 1.2.4.1.1.2), Susan (b. 1934; 1.2.4.1.1.3), and David (1938-1979; 1.2.4.1.1.4) – 
all of whom married and had children, as did Evelyn and Barbara.  

Sarah (Sadie, Benny) Salisbury (1900-81;1.2.4.1.2) was also a competitive swimmer while at 
school. In 1930 she married Alexander (Alex) Collier (1901-c. 1952; 1.2.4.1.2a) in Buenos Aires, 
where her husband had emigrated around 1926 as a salesman for Harrods (South America); 
they had no children. She was the most academically gifted of the Salisbury children, having 
passed the Civil Service Examinations, and was regarded as the family’s “brain box”. She 
taught English privately to local people while in Buenos Aires; she was a talented artist; and 
she was interested in spiritualism, claiming to be able to communicate with “the other side”. 
She returned to England from Buenos Aires in 1973, about twenty years after her husband 
had been killed in an accident there. She suffered from epilepsy.  

Ivy Salisbury (1902-91; 1.2.4.1.3) left North Ealing Girls School when she was 14, and then 
held a series of clerical posts. She played hockey and swam competitively in her youth; was 
an enthusiastic tennis player throughout her life; and, like her sister Sarah, was interested in 
spiritualism. In 1932 she married Reuben Seddon (1884-1980; 1.2.4.1.3a), who worked in the 
timber and joinery trade, and had served in India and Mesopotamia as a sergeant in the Army 
during WWI and in the Home Guard during WWII. They lived in Ruislip, Middlesex throughout 
their married life and had two children – Edwin (b. 1934; 1.2.4.1.3.1) and Marion (b. 1938; 
1.2.4.1.3.2) – who married and had children of their own.  

Charles Salisbury (1904-93; 1.2.4.1.4) was born after his parents had moved to London. He 
joined British Thomson-Houston (later part of the AEI Group) in 1923 and remained there for 
46 years until his retirement in 1969, having been an electrical fitter, a foreman and, 
ultimately, works superintendent. He was a keen sportsman: at school, he was a member of 
the football team and won several prizes for running and, like his sisters, for swimming; later, 
he played for Brentham (Ealing) Football Club, ran for Brentham Athletic Club, and also played 
football and ran for British Thomson-Houston; he played tennis into his fifties, and enjoyed 
table tennis and golf. He was also a keen gardener, competing successfully in many flower 
shows and, in particular, winning first prize for chrysanthemums at the Evening News Flower 
Show at Olympia in 1953. He married Mary Snell (1907-89; 1.2.4.1.4a), who worked as a 
secretary at British Thomson-Houston for 35 years, and she shared her husband’s interests in 
sports and gardening. They had no children.  

 

Agnes Boal (1.2.4.2) 

Agnes (Aggie) Boal (1877-1958), like all her sisters, worked as a “barmaid” in her mother’s pub at 22 
Prince’s Dock, Belfast, and she remained there until 1907 when her mother had paid off the mortgage 
on the pub. In the same year, she married Robert (Bob) Gilchrist (1875-1932; 1.2.4.2a), a Scot from 
Wishaw, who met his wife when he was visiting relatives in Belfast. His father died when he was young 
and his mother subsequently married a Mr Rankin, who owned the Lorne Bar in Wishaw, and they had 
two children (Dan and Violet Rankin). 

Robert and his stepbrother Charlie (from his mother’s first marriage) were subsequently sent as 
boarders to Dollar Academy, a prestigious independent school in Clackmannanshire. But his good 
education did not provide the basis for a comfortable life. After leaving school, he went to sea. At his 
marriage and the birth of his children, he was a spirit merchant, and ran his stepfather’s pub, the Lorne 
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Bar, during World War I. He was subsequently a handyman on an estate in Calder side, and ended his 
days at the early age of 56 as a labourer in an iron foundry in Wishaw. He took in his sister-in-law and 
my grandmother, Margaret Boal (1882-1940; 1.2.4.4), and her family for several weeks after they 
returned to the United Kingdom from Canada in 1919, and my mother, Margaret Bamford (1904-85; 
1.2.4.4.1), thought he was a “wonderful man, a gentleman”. He and Agnes Boal had three children – 
Pearl, Robert, and Agnes – who, perhaps drawing upon their father’s educational legacy, did well both 
at school and university. 

Pearl Gilchrist (1909-96; 1.2.4.2.1) never married, but she was engaged to John Gibb, a 
medical student who died of a heart attack. She attended Wishaw High School and was “dux” 
of the school, the best student of the highest class. (In the same year that Pearl was dux of 
the school, her brother and sister were the best students of their respective classes at the 
school, and the local paper carried a story about their academic success.)  She graduated with 
a MA Degree, in English and History, from Glasgow University in 1930, and then became a 
teacher at various schools in Wishaw, Lanark and nearby towns. 

Robert (Bobby) Gilchrist (1911-91; 1.2.4.2.2) graduated with a MA Degree, in Classics, from 
Glasgow University and, like his sister Pearl, became a teacher at various schools in Wishaw, 
Lanark and nearby towns. He was in the Army during World War II, served in England and 
India, and attained the rank of Lieutenant. During his military service, he was married to, and 
subsequently divorced from, Margaret Lee (1.2.4.2.2a), a medical doctor from Winnipeg; they 
had no children. 

Agnes (Nancy) Gilchrist (1913-2004; 1.2.4.2.3). Like her siblings, Nancy attended Wishaw High 
School and Glasgow University – where she read Latin, English, French, Geography, Moral 
Philosophy and History – and in 1937 became a teacher in Bury St. Edmunds, where she lived 
for the rest of her life. She was an avid golfer and bridge player. In 1939 she married Reginald 
Green (1899-1965; 1.2.4.2.3a), an inspector with the Royal Insurance Company. 

They had two children: Patricia Ann (b. 1942; 1.2.4.2.3.1), who married John Gillingwater (b. 
1943; 1.2.4.2.3.1a), and who themselves have two children: Sally (b. 1970; 1.2.4.2.3.1.1) and 
Andrew (b. 1972; 1.2.4.2.3.1.2); and Elizabeth (Liz) (b. 1944; 1.2.4.2.3.2), who married Cyril 
Pratt (1935-2013; 1.2.4.2.3.2a) and who also had two children: Rebecca (b. 1972; 1.2.4.2.3.2.1) 
and Emma (b. 1974; 1.2.4.2.3.2.2).     

  

Isabella Boal (1.2.4.3) 

Isabella (Belle) Boal was born in 1879; she married Walter Gray (1878-1930; 1.2.4.3a), an estate agent; 
and she died in 1911 as a result of complications following the birth of her fourth child Jessie (1911-
80; 1.2.4.3.4), who remained a spinster. Her first child, Walter (1904-33; 1.2.4.3.1) became a “rent 
agent” and was a bachelor. Isabel (1905-?; 1.2.4.3.2) married William Blackburn (b. 1902; 1.2.4.3.2a), 
a linen “warehouseman”, and they had a son Brian (b. 1936; 1.2.4.3.2.1). Olive (1909-96; 1.2.4.3.3), a 
“servants’ agent”, married a Mr Browne and they had two children: Desmond (d. 2014; 1.2.4.3.3.1), a 
civil engineer; and Dinah (d. 2015; 1.2.4.3.3.2), who married Anthony Jordan (1.2.4.3.3.2a), an army 
officer, and had a son, Patrick (1.2.4.3.3.2.1).  
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Margaret Boal (1.2.4.4) 

Margaret (Madge) Boal, my maternal grandmother, was born in 1882 in a “two-up, two-down” 
working-class terrace on Cosgrave Street in North Belfast in 1882. Like her sisters she worked as a 
“barmaid” in her mother’s pub at 22 Prince’s Dock in Sailortown. In 1903 she married Sayers Bamford 
(1878-1937; 1.2.4.4a), who emigrated to Canada in 1906. The next year she – together with her 
daughter Margaret (1904-88; 1.2.4.4.1), my mother – joined him there. They had three more children: 
Norah (1909-36; 1.2.4.4.2), Sayers (1912-82; 1.2.4.4.3), and Albert (1915-76; 1.2.4.4.4). She returned 
permanently from Canada in 1919 and settled in Scotland, dying there in 1940. The details of her life, 
her husband, and their descendants are given separately in the history of the Bamfords. 

 

Albert Adam Boal (1.2.4.5) 

Albert Adam Boal was born in 1885; he married Emily Martin (1886-1961; 1.2.4.5a), the daughter of a 
“mechanic”, in 1905; and died in Toronto in 1977 aged 92. From about the age of five he lived in his 
mother’s pub at 22 Prince’s Dock and, after completing his schooling, he worked there as a barman 
and helped her run it. Following his marriage, he and his family continued to live there with his mother 
until sometime after 1913, when their fifth child was born. Since the space on the first floor above the 
pub would have been crowded for five children and three adults, by the time their sixth child was born 
in 1915, Albert and his family had moved to 36 Castleton Gardens, a three-storey, semi-detached 
house, opposite Alexandra Park in North Belfast, about one-and-a-half miles from the pub at Prince’s 
Dock. For about ten years or so, Albert and his family – and for at least part of that period, his mother 
– lived a comfortable, middle-class existence there, with a maid, nice furnishings (including a piano), 
and elocution and ballroom dancing lessons for the children. 

Although Albert ceased to reside in the pub, he continued to work there and to help his mother run it 
until she sold it in 1918. He then acquired his own pub on the edge of Sailortown, the Harbour Bar at 
15 Corporation Square, across the street from the imposing Belfast Harbour Commissioners’ Office 
and Sinclair Seamen’s Presbyterian Church,6 where he and his wife had married in 1905. In November 
1924, he and his family – but not his mother, who went to live with her daughter Margaret in Scotland 
(see above, p. x) – emigrated to Canada, sailing on the White Star Line’s RMS Regina from Belfast to 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, and then by train to Toronto. He might have chosen Canada and Toronto, in 
particular, as his destination because his uncle Samuel Boal (1866-1922; 1.2.9) and his family had 
emigrated there a few years earlier (see below, p. xix). After arriving in Toronto, Albert took a number 
of short-term jobs, including being a “packer” at T. Eaton Co. Ltd, until he joined the Canadian Pacific 
Railway in 1925-6 as a dining-car steward, and remained there until he retired in the early 1950s. 

The question arises as to why Albert decided to emigrate. At least part of the answer is provided by 
the “Troubles”, the civil war that began again in Belfast in 1920 and continued until 1922. Albert was 
a Presbyterian, a Mason, and a Unionist who had signed the Ulster Covenant in 1912.7 His 

                                                           
6 Built by the great architect of Victorian Belfast, Sir Charles Lanyon, the church dates from 1857, and was 
commissioned in memory of John Sinclair, a Belfast merchant, with the express wish that it “be considered as 
specially called on to watch over the spiritual interest of seamen frequenting the port”. It has a distinctive 
maritime theme, with, among other features, its pulpit shaped as a ship’s prow flanked by navigation lights, a 
ship’s-binnacle font, lifeboat-shaped collection boxes, and semaphore flags laid into the tiling on the floor. See 
Simon Walker, Historic Ulster Churches (Belfast: Institute of Irish Studies, Queen’s University, 2000), pp. 118-19.  
 
7 The Ulster Covenant, also known as Ulster’s Solemn League and Covenant, was signed by just under half a 
million men and women from Ulster, on and before 28 September 1912, in protest against the Third Home Rule 
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establishment, the Harbour Bar, was a Protestant pub and stood on the south-east corner of the 
intersection of Tomb Street with Corporation Square. On the south-west corner of this intersection is 
a Catholic pub, Muldoon’s Bar, which was established in 1919. As their proximity suggests, the pubs 
were located in a mixed Catholic-Protestant district, one of the most conflict-prone areas of Belfast in 
the early 1920s. Albert’s pub was attacked and badly damaged at least twice, his life was threatened, 
and he had on occasions to have a police escort between his pub and his home in Castleton Gardens.  

Financial pressures might have also contributed to his decision to emigrate. Some of these pressures 
no doubt resulted from the unfavourable impact that the “Troubles”, together with the economic 
depression of the 1920s coupled perhaps with competition from the newly established Muldoon’s Bar, 
would have had upon his business. And these pressures would have intensified those stemming from 
his personal financial position. Although he was living a comfortable middle-class life style, it was 
largely underwritten by his mother, who provided the money for him to acquire the Harbour Bar and 
the home in Castleton Gardens. He was not personally well off. Indeed, when the time came to 
emigrate, he was sufficiently in need of money that he had to sell not just the contents of 36 Castleton 
Gardens, but also his wife Emily’s jewellery, and to obtain a loan from his mother. So, like most 
emigrants to the “new world”, he was probably hoping it would provide him with a better economic 
future than if he stayed at home. It might have done so. But his pay (even including gratuities) as a 
dining-car steward with the CPR would have been barely enough to support his large family, and, in 
later life, his lack of a railway pension would have denied him the economic security that he sought. 

Albert Boal and his wife had nine children. Thelma (1919-20; 1.2.3.5.7) died in infancy. The remaining 
eight children – Margaret, Emily, Albert, Edward, Isobel, Alice, Lenore, and John – are dealt with below. 

Margaret Boal (1.2.4.5.1) 

Margaret (Madge) was born in 1905, and attended Methodist College, one of the best schools 
in Belfast. She married Thomas (Tom) Kerr (1905-71; 1.2.4.5.1a), an accountant who was also 
born in Belfast, in Toronto in 1931; separated from him in 1948; and died in 1981 aged 75. 
Before her marriage, she worked as a stenographer, comptometer operator, and clerk in the 
general office of T. Eaton Co. Ltd in Toronto, where she met her husband; they had four 
children: Lorna, Brian, Barry, and Roger. 

Lorna Kerr (1935-2007; 1.2.4.5.1.1) was a graduate in History from York University in 
Toronto who subsequently worked there for most of her life as an administrator. She 
married John Goodfellow (1931-99; 1.2.4.5.1.1.a) in 1954; they were divorced in 1988. 
They had five children – Ian (b. 1955; 1.2.4.1.1.1), Heather (b. 1957; 1.2.4.1.1.2), 
Jacqueline (b. 1958; 1.2.4.5.1.1.3), Colin (b. 1960; 1.2.4.5.1.1.4), and Eric (b. 1970; 
1.2.4.5.1.1.5) – all of whom married and, in some cases, have children of their own. 

Brian Kerr (b. 1939; 1.2.4.5.1.2) was an accountant who married Nancy Patch (b. 1943; 
1.2.3.5.1.2a) in 1964; they have a son, Jeffery (b. 1969; 1.2.4.5.1.2.1).  

                                                           
Bill introduced by the British Government in that same year with the objective of establishing a Home Rule 
parliament in Dublin. The Covenant had two basic parts: the Covenant itself, which was signed by men, and the 
Declaration, which was signed by women. The Covenant was signed by 237,268 men; the Declaration by 234,046 
women. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulster_Covenant; accessed 31 August 2016.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulster_Covenant
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Barry Kerr (1941-2002; 1.2.4.5.1.3) married La Gloria Knowles (1944-89; 1.2.4.5.1.3a) 
in 1965; they had two children: Adrienne (b. 1967; 1.2.4.5.1.3.1), and Tyrone (b. 1968; 
1.2.4.5.1.3.2).  

Roger (b. 1944; 1.2.3.5.1.4) was a sales representative, who married Marlene Ross 
(1945-2000; 1.2.4.5.1.4a), an executive secretary, in 1967. They had three children: 
twins Tara (1.2.4.5.1.4.1) and Tricia (1.2.4.5.1.4.2), who were born in 1971; and Todd 
(b. 1974; 1.2.4.5.1.4.3). Following the death of his first wife, Roger married Meena 
Fullerton (1.2.4.5.1.4b).  

Emily Boal (1.2.4.5.2) 

Emily Patricia Boal was born in 1907 on St Patrick’s day – hence her middle name Patricia (Pat) 
by which she was usually called – and died in 2008 aged 100. After arriving in Canada, she 
worked as a comptometer operator and clerk for several years at the T. Eaton Co. Ltd in 
Toronto. In 1938 she married Harper McDowell (1907-1970; 1.2.4.5.2a), who was also born in 
Belfast, and was initially a stockbroker and then a civilian employee with the Royal Canadian 
Army; after World War II started, he joined the army as a sapper and, after nineteen years, 
retired as a Warrant Officer. They had three children: Trevor, Kevin, and Beverley. 

Trevor McDowell (1941-2003; 1.2.4.5.2.1) married Sandra Souter (b. 1948; 
1.2.4.5.2.1a) in 1969, and they had a son, Jason (b. 1970; 1.2.3.5.2.1.1).  

Kevin McDowell (b. 1944; 1.2.4.5.2.2) married Linda Korslick (b. 1949; 1.2.4.5.2.2a) in 
1975, who has three daughters from a previous marriage. 

Beverley (Bev) McDowell (b. 1947; 1.2.4.5.2.3), graduated from the University of 
British Columbia, and then worked in a variety of managerial positions for B.C. Hydro 
until her retirement in 2003.  

Albert Adam Boal (1.2.4.5.3) 

Albert (Bert) Adam Boal (1909-87) was a furniture salesman and storekeeper who worked for 
most of his career at Yolles Furniture and the T. Eaton Co. Ltd. in Toronto. He married Evelyn 
(Eve) Agassiz (1917-94; 1.2.4.5.3a), a first cousin of his brother John Boal’s (b. 1927; 1.2.4.5.9) 
wife, Patricia (Pat) Agassiz, and they had an adopted son, David. 

David Boal (b. 1948; 1.2.4.5.3.1), a Professor of Physics at Simon Fraser University in 
British Columbia, married Heather Morrison (b. 1946; 1.2.4.5.3.1a) in 1973, and they 
have two children: Adrienne (b. 1979; 1.2.4.5.3.1.1) and Alexander (b. 1981; 
1.2.4.5.3.1.2).  

Edward Boal (1.2.4.5.4)   

Edward (Ted) Boal (1911-81) was a salesman who worked for most of his career at Yolles 
Furniture in Toronto. He married Helen Yeager (d. c. 1969; 1.2.4.5.4a), a registered nurse, and 
they had two daughters,  Marcia (1.2.4.5.4.1) and Gloria 1.2.3.5.4.2), who both married. 
Following the death of his first wife, Edward Boal married Alice Casey (c. 1922-1978; 
1.2.4.5.4b). 
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Isobel Boal (1.2.4.5.5) 

Isobel (Bell) Boal was born in 1913 and in 1932 married Ernest Connor (1910-82; 1.2.4.5.5a), 
a printer; they were divorced in 1945. Prior to her marriage, she was a “parcel girl” at the T. 
Eaton Co. Ltd in Toronto; following her divorce, she returned to Eaton’s as a “helper”. She and 
her husband had one son, Paul. 

Paul Boal (1936-2001; 1.2.4.5.5.1) worked at the post office in Toronto for most of his 
career, and married Margaret (surname unknown; 1.2.4.5.5.1a) in 1960. They had 
three children: Heather (1.2.4.5.5.1.1), who died in infancy in 1963; Michael (b. 1964; 
1.2.4.5.5.1.2); and Allen (b. 1966; 1.2.4.5.5.1.3).  

Alice Boal (1.2.4.5.6)  

Alice Martin Boal, a nurse, was born in 1915 and in 1938 married James Shepherd (1.2.4.5.6a). 
They had one daughter, Frances.  

Frances Boal (b. 1946; 1.2.4.5.6.1) graduated in medicine from the University of 
Toronto and became Director of Medical Oncology at the Toronto Hospital, Mulock 
Larkin Wing. She married Firouz Khamsi (1.2.4.5.6.1a), an endocrinologist. They have 
two children: Kathryn (b. 1973; 1.2.4.5.6.1.1), a graduate in Arts from Harvard 
University and in Law from McGill University; and James (b. 1976; 1.2.4.5.6.1.2), a 
graduate in Architecture from Cornell University. 

Lenore Boal (1.2.4.5.8) 

Lenore Boal was born in Belfast in 1924, just three months before her parents and their 
children emigrated to Canada. After graduating from Malvern Collegiate in Toronto, she 
trained as a nurse at St Joseph’s Hospital in Toronto, followed by postgraduate work in 
paediatrics at the Children’s Hospital in Montreal, and then worked at the Shriners’ Children’s 
Hospital. She subsequently went to Minneapolis, Minnesota, where, in 1952, she married 
James (Jim) Lind (b. 1921; 1.2.4.5.8a), an electrical engineer who was employed by several 
major corporations doing research and development on military electronic systems. They 
have two daughters, Rebecca and Kimberley. 

Rebecca Lind (b. 1960; 1.2.3.5.8.1), a registered nurse, married Gary Roberts (b. 1955; 
1.2.4.5.8.1a) in 1990; they have two sons: Brandon (b. 1994; 1.2.4.5.8.1.1) and 
Cameron (b. 1998; 1.2.4.5.8.1.2). 

Kimberley Lind (b. 1962; 1.2.4.5.8.2), a graduate in Business Administration, married 
John Kelly (b. 1965; 1.2.4.5.8.2a), a graduate in Liberal Studies and Business 
Administration, in 1992. They have a son, Brent (b. 1999; 1.2.4.5.8.2.1).  

John Boal (1.2.4.5.9) 

John Martin Boal (b. 1927), the last of the children of Albert Adam Boal and Emily Martin, was 
born in Toronto in 1927, three years after his parents and siblings had emigrated to Canada. 
He attended Malvern Collegiate in Toronto and subsequently worked in a variety of jobs and 
places, including Yolles Furniture in Toronto. In 1954 he married Patricia (Pat) Agassiz (d. 1976; 
1.2.4.5.9a), a nurse, who was a first cousin of Evelyn Agassiz (1917-94; 1.2.4.5.3a), the wife of 
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John’s brother, Albert Adam Boal (1909-87; 1.2.4.5.3). They divorced in the 1960s. They had 
two girls: Diane (b. 1955; 1.2.4.5.9.1), and Valerie (b. 1960; 1.2.4.5.9.2), who married and had 
children. 
 

Samuel Boal (1.2.9) 

Samuel Boal was born in Ligoniel in 1866 and died in Toronto in 1922 aged 56. In 1889 he married 
Sarah Emily (Emma) Postlethwaite (1864-1955; 1.2.9a), a dressmaker. Her husband was Presbyterian, 
but she was Church of Ireland and their children were brought up in her faith, although some became 
Presbyterians later in life. Emily was born at Field Broughton, near Cartmel and Grange-over-Sands in 
Cumbria, and came to Belfast when her widowed father married a woman from there and moved his 
family across the Irish Sea. She was evidently well educated and encouraged her husband, who was 
not, to better himself.  

She succeeded. At his marriage in 1889, Samuel was a “labourer”; by 1897, he was a draper (i.e., a 
cloth, probably linen, merchant, and subsequently a “traveller”); around 1905, he became a “lecturer”. 
As his occupational status improved, he moved from addresses in working-class North Belfast (e.g., 
Sherbrook St, Little Grosvenor St, Excise St, Coolderry St) to those in middle-class South Belfast (e.g., 
Lower Windsor Avenue, Jerusalem St). Around 1905, he moved from Belfast to Scotland and became 
a “Free Church Minister” and “Protestant lecturer”. In short, in less than a decade, and without the 
benefit of seminary training, Samuel had transformed himself from a labourer to “Pastor Boal”, an 
itinerant Protestant preacher.  

While living in Belfast, Samuel was active in several voluntary organisations. Irish Manhood, the 
“representative journal of Y.M.C.A.s in Ireland”, reported in December 1897 that “Mr. Boal and his 
devoted helpers continue to labour in our Open-air Mission”. He spoke at many meetings of 
Orangemen, and he helped found and became the first Worshipful Master of the Kane Memorial Total 
Abstinence Orange Lodge 890. He was also active in the Belfast Conservative Association, moving and 
seconding motions and making speeches. And he was a “prominent member” of the Executive Council 
of the Belfast Protestant Association and addressed major meetings and demonstrations organised by 
it in, among other places, Belfast, Lurgan, and Lisburn. 

These activities gave him some social standing in Belfast as indicated by the invitations he received to 
prominent civic events, including: from the Belfast YMCA in 1897 to the opening of its new building; 
from the City of Belfast in 1903 on the occasion of the visit of King Edward VII and Queen Alexandra 
for the unveiling of the Queen Victoria Memorial Statue; from the Mountpottinger YMCA in 1903 to 
the laying of the Foundation Stones for its new building on Albertbridge Road; and in 1905 to the 
unveiling of the Royal Irish Rifles Memorial in front of Belfast City Hall. 

Despite his many activities and social standing in Belfast, Samuel decided to leave the city. He first 
attempted to leave in 1901, when he wrote to Field Marshall Lord Roberts, the overall commander of 
the British forces in the Second Anglo-Boer War, seeking an appointment in South Africa. But Lord 
Roberts had “no suitable appointment” to offer him. Four years later, as indicated above, Samuel did 
leave Belfast for Scotland. Why?  The Boal family’s oral tradition depicts Samuel as the Reverend Ian 
Paisley8 of his day, and his “fire-and-brimstone” approach to religion and politics – and the internecine 
conflict that resulted from it – probably provides the answer.  

                                                           
8 Reverend Dr Ian Paisley (1926-2014) was a Protestant religious leader and a unionist politician from Northern 
Ireland. He co-founded the fundamentalist Free Presbyterian Church of Ulster in 1951 and was its leader until 
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Samuel’s membership of the Belfast Protestant Association, “an evangelical and loyalist antidote to 
the Independent Labour Party”, led him in 1901 to support its new leader, Thomas H. Sloan, “a semi-
skilled shipyard worker with a talent for public speaking”. Sloan represented “dispossessed 
Protestants – those vulnerable urban workers and lower middle classes who had been engaged only 
fitfully and exploitatively by the Unionist leadership” – and he was highly critical of the Irish Unionist 
parliamentary party and its most prominent members. Indeed, in the 1902 by-election in Belfast 
South, he stood, with Boal’s support, as an Independent Unionist against the official Unionist 
candidate and defeated him to become the constituency’s MP at Westminster.9  Not surprisingly, the 
Unionist “aristocracy” plotted their revenge, and, in 1903, Boal and Sloan were expelled from the 
Orange Order.  

Samuel’s expulsion must have been a significant setback for him. His activities in the Belfast Protestant 
Association, the Conservative Association, and the Orange Order indicate that he had political 
ambitions – perhaps to become the MP for West Belfast – and his expulsion would have eroded the 
power base that might have enabled him to achieve those ambitions. He might have seen a move to 
Glasgow to form, or at least to officiate at, an Orange Lodge there as a first step back to political and 
public life. In any case, he, together with his wife and children, left Belfast for Scotland in 1905.  

Having left Belfast, however, he returned there from time to time. In March 1914, he received a gold 
pocket watch with a gold chain presented to him “by a few admirers in Belfast” so he might have been 
back in the city on that occasion. He was definitely back in Belfast in July and August 1911 when he 
held a series of meetings to campaign against Home Rule. As a result of what he said and did at these 
meetings, he was required to appear before Belfast Summons Court on 31 August 1911 charged with 
conduct and using language calculated to lead to a breach of the peace, and to show cause why an 
order should not be made against him to keep the peace. The magistrates found against him, and he 
paid bail of £40 (worth about £4,250 in 2016) and found two sureties of £20 each, for his good 
behaviour for twelve months, rather than go to prison for three months or until such time as the bail 
was paid. 

In Scotland, Samuel and his family lived first in Glasgow and subsequently in Motherwell. He was active 
there, as he had been in Belfast, as a preacher, lecturer, pamphleteer, and speaker at public meetings. 
He might have been involved, one way or another, in the Orange Order but, if so, his involvement is 
not supported by documentary evidence. He founded the Glasgow Protestant Truth Society, which 
held public meetings in both Scotland and Ireland, and informed “Friends desirous of securing the 
service of a Lecturer” that they “should communicate with Pastor S. Boal, who will be pleased to 
arrange all lectures illustrated with lime-light”. The Society also published numerous pamphlets: many 
of them were written by Samuel Boal – including Popery and the Bible, Popery at the Bar, Priests and 
the Nuns, Ought the Priests to Marry? – and some were written about him – including an Acrostic to 

                                                           
2008, and in 1971 he founded the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP), which he led for almost forty years. He was 
known for his fiery speeches and regularly preached against Catholicism, ecumenism and homosexuality. See 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ian_Paisley; accessed 25 June 2016. See also Dennis Cooke, Persecution Zeal: A 
Portrait of Ian Paisley (Dingle, Co. Kerry: Brandon, 1996); and Steve Bruce, Paisley: Religion and Politics in 
Northern Ireland (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007).  
 
9 See Alvin Jackson, Colonel Edward Saunderson: Land and Loyalty in Victorian Ireland (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
1995), pp. 143-6; Austen Morgan, Labour and Partition: The Belfast Working Class, 1905-23 (London: Pluto, 
1991), pp. 44-5; J. W. Boyle, “The Belfast Protestant Association and the Independent Orange Order, 1901-10, 
Irish Historical Studies, XIII (September, 1962), pp. 117-52; and Henry Patterson, Class Conflict and Sectarianism: 
The Protestant Working Class and the Belfast Labour Movement, 1868-1920 (Belfast: Blackstaff, 1980). 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ian_Paisley
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Pastor S. Boal by Enid O’Gorman, a former nun who sometimes appeared with him at street-corner 
meetings and spoke about the “evils” of Catholicism.  

When World War I broke out, he used his considerable public-speaking skills to recruit for the British 
Army. Several photographs exist showing him – usually in a frock coat and a top hat – speaking at 
recruiting meetings, including: a photograph with the caption “Pastor S. Boal addresses business men 
of the City of London at the Royal Exchange, 8th November 1915”; a national press photograph with 
the caption “Pastor S. Boal the well-known Irish preacher speaking from a captured German Gun keeps 
the London crowd smiling while he gets Recruits, Trafalgar Square, 25th November 1915”; and a Daily 
Mirror photograph showing Pastor Boal holding the remnants of the hat of a conscientious objector 
with the caption “’The Huns Are My Brothers’.  Conscientious objections were evinced to a 
conscientious objector at a recruiting meeting in Trafalgar Square and the man who said the ‘Germans 
were his brothers’ was somewhat roughly handled.” 

As Samuel demonstrated in 1901 when he wrote to Lord Roberts, he was not bashful in drawing 
himself to the attention of the Army’s high command, and he did so again during World War I. He 
received a letter dated 27 August 1915 from H. J. Creedy, Private Secretary, saying: “I am desired by 
Lord Kitchener10 to thank you for your letter of the 25th. instant, and to say that he is interested to 
learn of your efforts on behalf of recruiting.” And on 29 August 1916, he received a hand-written letter 
from Philip Sassoon,11 Private Secretary, General Headquarters, British Armies in France, saying: “Sir 
Douglas Haig12 wishes me to thank you very much indeed for your kind letter which he very much 
appreciated. Sir Douglas sends you his best congratulations on your excellent poem.” So Samuel’s 
efforts on behalf of the British Army got some recognition, even if self-solicited, from its senior 
officers. 

Samuel’s activities during World War I were probably part of the voluntary recruiting movement 
organised by, among others, the Earl of Derby, L. S. Amery, the Unionist MP, and subsequently the 
Parliamentary Recruiting Committee.13 The Navy League of the British Empire was particularly active 
in the civilian recruiting movement, and this connection probably explains why Samuel left Scotland 
to work for the League’s affiliated organisation in Canada. In any case, he sailed from Liverpool on 26 
January 1917 aboard the S. S. Scotian, arriving at St. John, New Brunswick on 5 February 1918, and 
then travelled to Toronto on the Canadian Pacific Railway. He was recorded on the ship’s manifest as 
a clergyman, Presbyterian, destination Toronto, and a “tourist”, which perhaps suggests that he did 
not initially intend to stay in Canada. He did stay, however, and his wife and six of their eight children 
joined him there two years later, having sailed from Glasgow aboard the S. S. Corsrcaw, arriving in 
Quebec on 30 October 1919 enroute for Toronto. 

The Navy League of Canada had three primary purposes: to educate the public about the importance 
of the Navy and the Mercantile Marine; to raise funds for the relief of British and Canadian sailors and 

                                                           
10In 1915 Field Marshall Lord Kitchener was Secretary of State for War, a Cabinet Minister. 
 
11 A cousin of Siegfried Sassoon, the famous WWI army officer and poet. See Max Egremont, Siegfried Sassoon: 
A Biography (London: Picador, 2005).  
 
12 Field Marshall Sir Douglas Haig commanded the British Expeditionary Force on the Western Front from late 
1915 until the end of the war in 1918.  
 
13 See Peter Simkins, Kitchener’s Army: The Raising of the New Armies, 1914-16 (Manchester: Manchester 
University Press, 1988), especially pp. 52-4, 61-2, 121-3; and John Morton Osborne, The Voluntary Recruiting 
Movement in Britain, 1914-1916 (New York: Garland, 1982), p. 17.  
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their dependents by, among other things, establishing Sailors’ Homes, Institutes and Hospitals; and to 
encourage volunteer Naval Brigades for boys and young men in which they could receive practical and 
theoretical instruction in seamanship to prepare them for service in the Mercantile Marine. A warrant 
from the Navy League of Canada, Ontario Division, dated 15 July 1918, proclaimed Samuel Boal to be 
competent to perform the duties of a “Lecturer and Organizer” in the League; he was also described 
as a Chaplain of the League in some of its literature. The League gave him a uniform and a military 
title, and he began describing himself as the Reverend Captain Samuel Boal.  

Between April and July 1918, Samuel led a campaign in Ontario to organise local branches of the Navy 
League and to raise funds for it. He spoke at a variety of public meetings sponsored by churches – he 
was said to have spoken at most of the Protestant churches in Toronto – Chambers of Commerce, 
lodges of the Orange Order, and such bodies as the Imperial Order of the Daughters of the Empire. His 
meetings were well publicised in advance and his speeches were reported favourably and at length by 
the local press. It described him as “a real Irishman, genial, whole-souled and full of vim and fire”, “the 
Naval Chaplain and great Irish Orator”, and “this gifted Irish Orator”. The flyer for one of his speeches 
stated: 

“Don’t fail to hear him. He has received the thanks of Lord Kitchener and the citizens of 
London, Eng. for his services to the Army and Navy”.  

He was a tall (6’2”), blue-eyed, handsome man, who, as newspapers frequently pointed out, was a 
witty, humorous, and forceful speaker; in short, he was charismatic. In Cochrane, Ontario, he was one 
of several speakers at a meeting of local Orangemen, and the local paper reported that the “Rev. Mr 
Boal, with his ever ready Irish wit and humour was clearly the favourite of the evening”. His speeches 
were often accompanied by the showing of “views” and slides: the flyer for his meeting in Timmins, 
Ontario stated that “pictures of scenes in France and Flanders and the work of the British Fleet will be 
shown; also the wonderful (sic) picture of the sinking of the Lusitania.” His speeches were highly 
patriotic, praising “our boys” and denouncing “the Hun”. Their content is reflected by the title of his 
two basic sermons – “The Great Fight” and “The Enemy at the Gates” – and one of his standard 
speeches – “France and Flanders and the Heroes of the Deep”, in which, according to the headlines in 
the local press, “Chaplain Boal Flays Kaiser at Navy Meeting” and claims that “War Not Over Until He 
is Hung as a Criminal, a Murderer”.  

In the autumn of 1921, Samuel left the Navy League of Canada and became Dominion representative 
of the British and Foreign Sailors’ Society, an organisation with close links to the main Protestant 
churches that provided pastoral care to seafarers. His work there, however, was cut short because he 
died on 7 June 1922, after several months’ illness, of endocarditis – inflammation of the lining of the 
heart – and was buried – evidently wrapped in a Union Jack inside his casket – in Mount Pleasant 
Cemetery in Toronto. His death was widely reported in the Ontario and Motherwell press. The 
obituaries mentioned, among other things, that “for his services to the Empire he received the 
personal thanks of the late Lord Kitchener, with an illuminated address from the citizens of London”, 
and that he had personally caused over ten thousand men to enlist between 1914 and 1916.  

Looking back on Samuel Boal’s life, the question arises as to how he earned enough to support himself, 
his wife, and their eight children. With difficulty, is the answer. He would have earned a regular wage, 
albeit not large, as a labourer, a draper and perhaps as a preacher for the YMCA, as well as from his 
work with the Naval Association of Canada and the British and Foreign Sailors’ Society. But he was an 
itinerant lecturer, preacher, and pamphleteer from about 1905 until 1917 and, during this period, he 
probably did not have a regular income. His work with the Glasgow Protestant Truth Society, for 
example, was supported by public donations. As its publications pointed out, “to carry on this work 
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money is required. Subscriptions, either large or small, earnestly solicited.” His recruiting work during 
World War I was probably better paid. The voluntary recruiting movement used unpaid speakers 
wherever possible, but fees ranging from one-half to two guineas a day were paid whenever 
necessary. It was no doubt necessary in Samuel’s case and, since he was an outstanding speaker, these 
fees were probably paid. His son William (1892-1973; 1.2.9.1) suggested, however, that his father 
earned very little from his various activities and that all the children had to work to support the family.  

Much more could be written about Samuel Boal. Many of his activities in Belfast, Glasgow, 
Motherwell, and Ontario were covered in newspapers in these places. The archives of the various 
bodies he was associated with – including the Belfast YMCA, the Belfast Conservative Association, the 
Belfast Protestant Association, the Glasgow Protestant Truth Society, the Navy League of Canada, the 
British and Foreign Sailors’ Society, and Orange Lodges in Belfast, Scotland and Ontario – probably 
contain records relating to him. And his descendants in Canada and the UK have some of his personal 
papers.14 Hence in future years others might wish to consult these sources and produce a fuller picture 
of his life. For although most people today (although fewer in Northern Ireland and Scotland) would 
disagree with many of his opinions and activities, he was, to say the least, an interesting character. He 
seems to have been a strict husband and father, which, given his fundamentalist religious views, is 
perhaps not surprising. He was certainly a bigot who was prejudiced against Catholics and intolerant 
of their views. He was also, however, an ambitious, enterprising, intelligent and charismatic man, who 
packed a great deal into a relatively short and impecunious, but eventful and controversial, life lived 
in Ulster, Scotland and Canada.  

Samuel Boal and his wife Emily had eight children: Jane (Lily), William, Margaret, Samuel, Emily, Albert, 
Florence, and Donald. The older children were born in Belfast and went to Scotland with their parents 
around 1905. Donald, the youngest, was born in Scotland. Jane and Samuel married, settled and died 
in Scotland. But, as indicated above, Emily and the other five children sailed in 1919 from Glasgow to 
join Samuel in Canada, and they remained there for the rest of their lives.  

  

Jane (Lily) Boal (1.2.9.1)  

Jane (Lily) Boal was born in 1890 and died in 1969 aged 78. In 1911 she married Robert (Bobby) 
McVittie (1891-1982; 1.2.9.1a), who was employed for over fifty years as a manual worker at Colvilles 
in Motherwell, then the largest iron and steel works in Scotland.15 Although Jane, unlike most of her 
siblings, did not emigrate to Canada with her mother in 1919, she and the first three of her children 
(see below) went to Canada in the summer of 1922 to visit her parents and to see whether Canada 
would be an attractive place to live. She ended up staying longer than she had planned – not returning 
to Scotland until March 1924 – because her father died shortly before she arrived and her mother had 
appendicitis while she was there and had to be cared for. Both Lily and Robert McVittie were musical: 

                                                           
14 According to Samuel Boal’s granddaughter, Belle McVittie (1914-2002; 1.2.9.1.2), all his pamphlets and 
writings were contained in a chest in his home at 548 Parliament Street in Toronto and, when he died, many of 
them were given to the family’s physician, a Dr Clifford. Samuel’s youngest daughter Florence (1904-96; 1.2.9.7) 
and her daughter Donalda (1930-; 1.2.9.7.1), as well as other members of his family and their descendants, had 
and might still have some of his papers. Kenneth McVittie (1947-; 1.2.9.1.3.2) photostatted copies of some of 
these papers, and some of them he gave to me, which I have deposited in PRONI. Finally, our research on Samuel 
Boal started before the large-scale use of digital sources in family history, and a search of these might also reveal 
more information about him.  

15 Peter L. Payne, Colvilles and the Scottish Steel Industry (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1979).  
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she played the piano by ear, and he was Secretary of the Motherwell and Wishaw Town Band. They 
had four children: Sara, Annabella, Joseph, and Samuel. 

Sara (Emily) McVittie (1.2.9.1.1)  

Sara (Emily) McVittie (1912-2002) obtained a MA in Humanities from Glasgow University in 
1935 and a teaching qualification from Jordanhill Teacher Training College, and then taught at 
a series of schools in the Glasgow area, retiring in 1973 as Headmistress of Annfield School. In 
1940 she married Roderick Macdonald (1910-2000; 1.2.9.1.1a), who, like his wife, obtained a 
MA in Humanities from Glasgow University and a teaching qualification from Jordanhill 
Teacher Training College. He began his teaching career at London Road School in Glasgow in 
1935. In 1941 he enlisted in the Royal Air Force as an Aircraftsman Second Class and, after a 
series of postings all over Scotland and England as a radar specialist during World War II, he 
became an education officer with postings to Bombay and to Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), retiring 
in 1947 with the rank of Flight Lieutenant. He then returned for a short time to London Road 
School, before moving to Bernard Street Secondary School, and then as Deputy Headmaster 
to Garthamlock School and subsequently Netherton School, from which he retired in 1974. He 
had a life-long interest in cartography and Gaelic activities, and held a number of senior 
positions, including Honorary President, in the Glasgow Lewis and Harris Association.  

Emily and Roderick had one child, Elizabeth (b. 1943; 1.2.9.1.1.2), who, like her parents, 
became a teacher. She married Hunter (Terry) Hamilton (b. 1941; 1.2.9.1.1.2a), who was a 
senior business manager, and they have two daughters: Fiona (b. 1967; 1.2.9.1.1.2.1); and 
Catriona (b. 1970; 1.2.9.1.1.2.2), who in 1997 married Lee Collins (1.2.9.1.1.2.2a).  

Annabella (Belle) McVittie (1.2.9.1.2) 

Belle or Buntie McVittie (1914-2002) was born in Motherwell, went to Toronto in 1922 with 
her mother and siblings, but returned with them to Motherwell in 1924 and attended 
Glencairn Primary School and then Dalziel High School. In 1933 she returned to Toronto – 
having conceived an illegitimate child either shortly before leaving Motherwell or after 
arriving in Toronto, probably the former – and subsequently worked for the T. Eaton 
Company. In 1938 she returned to Scotland for a holiday and to visit the British Empire 
Exhibition in Glasgow. She had intended to return to Canada, but WWII intervened, and she 
remained, getting married in 1941 to William (Bill) Miller (1907-1965; 1.2.9.1.2a), a painter 
and sign writer, who served in the Royal Navy during World War II.   

Belle and William Miller had a son, Stuart (b. 1948; 1.2.9.1.2.1), who held a series of 
managerial appointments. He married Barbara Porteus (b. 1948; 1.2.9.1.2.1a), a teacher, in 
1971 and they have two children: Alan (b. 1974; 1.2.9.1.2.1.1) and David (b. 1977; 
1.2.9.1.2.1.2).  

Joseph McVittie (1.2.9.1.3)  

Joe McVittie (1916-96), like most of his siblings, attended Glencairn Primary School and then 
Dalziel High School in Motherwell. He was a sales representative at various retail and other 
establishments in the Glasgow area for most of his career. He enlisted in the Cameronians 
(Scottish Rifles) in 1940 and, between then and his release to the Army Reserve in 1946, he 
served in Scotland, England, Ireland, Madagascar, India, Persia, Sicily, Italy, France and 
Germany. He was musical, like some of his siblings, and on evenings and weekends played the 
trumpet in dance bands in Ayrshire. In 1941 he married Christina Wylie (1918-96; 1.2.9.1.3a), 
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a sales assistant in a variety of establishments and subsequently a proprietor of a ladies and 
children’s wear shop. Joe and Christina McVittie had two children, Kenneth (b. 1947; 
1.2.9.1.3.1) and Christine (b. 1950; 1.2.9.1.3.2).  

Robert Kenneth McVittie obtained a BSc in Biology from Strathclyde University in 
1975, a teaching qualification from Jordanhill Teacher Training College in 1977, and 
an external LLB from London University in 1989. He taught – primarily biology and 
general science – in various secondary schools between 1975 and 1989, when he 
joined Croydon College in England as a lecturer and subsequently a senior lecturer in 
law. In 1972 he married Sheila Carmody (b. 1949; 1.2.9.1.3.1a), a midwife. Kenneth 
and Sheila have two children: Alistair (b. 1974; 1.2.9.1.3.1.1) and Ceri (b. 1976; 
1.2.9.1.3.1.2), who has a son, Aidan (b. 2015; 1.2.9.1.3.1.2.1).  

Christine (Karla) McVittie worked as a bank teller and, with her husband, started and 
managed several small businesses, before joining the Inland Revenue in Lytham St. 
Anne’s in Lancashire in 1994. In 1971 she married Hugh Macrorie (b. 1947; 
1.2.9.1.3.2a), a motor mechanic and maintenance engineer. They have three children: 
Blair (b. 1976; 1.2.9.1.3.2.1), Calum (b. 1979; 1.2.9.1.3.2.2), and Ainsley (b. 1982; 
1.2.9.1.3.2.3).  

Samuel McVittie (1.2.9.1.4) 

Samuel Boal McVittie (b. 1925) worked as a “house parent” in De La Rue School in Tonbridge, 
Kent. He married Mary Low (b. 1925; 1.2.9.1.4a), a professional musician and music teacher, 
in 1951; they were divorced in 1984. They had six children: 

Arthur (b. 1953; 1.2.9.1.4.1), a social worker and teacher, who married Elaine Martin 
(b. c. 1954; 1.2.9.1.4.1a), a teacher, in 1973, but they divorced in 1976. In 1980 he 
married Janice Lemmon (b. 1958; 1.2.9.1.4.1b), a social worker, but they divorced in 
1989; in 1993 he married Rosemary Francis (b. 1950; 1.2.9.1.4.1c), a teacher. There 
were no children from any of the marriages. 

Jane (b. 1954; 1.2.9.1.4.2), a shop assistant, who in 1974 married Keith Lloyd (b. 1948; 
1.2.9.1.4.2a), then a project manager with IBM. They have two children: James (b. 
1978; 1.2.9.1.4.2.1) and Alastair (b. 1980; 1.2.9.1.4.2.2).  

Robert (b. 1956; 1.2.9.1.4.3), a bachelor, who was a market manager with Atlas 
Equipment. 

Roderick (b. 1960; 1.2.9.1.4.4), a furniture designer and restorer, who in 1993 married 
Johanna (Jo) Gutteridge (b. 1963; 1.2.9.1.4.4a), who has two children from a previous 
relationship – Katherine Palmer (b. 1986; 1.2.9.1.4.4a.1) and Matthew Palmer (b. 
1988; 1.2.9.1.4.4a.2) – and one child, Toby McVittie (b. 1995; 1.2.9.1.4.4.1), from her 
marriage to Roderick.  

Wilson (b. 1964; 1.2.9.1.4.5), a professional landscaper, who married Alison Bruce (b. 
1966; 1.2.9.1.4.5a) in 1988. They have four children: Kirsty (b. 1985; 1.2.9.1.4.5.1), 
Amy (b. 1987; 1.2.9.1.4.5.2), Harley (b. 1990; 1.2.9.1.4.5.3), and Bethany (b. 1995; 
1.2.9.1.4.5.4).  
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Fergus (b. 1967; 1.2.9.1.4.6), who in 1995 married Loraine Prowse (b. 1961; 
1.2.9.1.4.6a), a caterer. They have two children: Hayley (b. 1991; 1.2.9.1.4.6.1), and 
Jack (b. 1994; 1.2.9.1.4.6.2).  

William Boal (1.2.9.2) 

William Boal (1892-1973; 1.2.9.2) joined the Army in 1911 and served during WWI as a Trooper in the 
Lanarkshire Yeomanry and subsequently with the Royal Scots Fusiliers. He was wounded at the 
Dardanelles in 1915 and, despite several medical operations, was left lame. He was discharged from 
the Army in April 1918 and the following year he emigrated from Motherwell to Toronto with his 
mother and siblings. He was employed for over thirty years by the Toronto Hydro. In 1931 he married 
Marguerite Ruth Kinsey (1906-95; 1.2.9.2a), and they had three children: William, Ruth (Wilma), and 
Vernon. 

William Raymond (b. 1932; 1.2.9.2.1), following some short-term employment at the T. Eaton 
Co. Ltd, attended the Royal Military College in Kingston and the University of Toronto, 
obtaining a science degree, and then worked as an administrator at Ontario Hydro. In 1958 he 
married Margaret Leadlay (b. 1930; 1.2.9.2.1a), and they have two adopted children: David 
(b. 1963; 1.2.9.2.1.1), who married Darlene Reeve (b. 1963; 1.2.9.2.1.1a) in 1988; and Diana 
(b. 1965; 1.2.9.2.1.2), who married Mirsad Pita (b. 1963; 1.2.9.2.1.2a) in 1989, and they have 
three children: Kathleen (b. 1994; 1.2.9.2.1.2.1), Connor (b. 1995; 1.2.9.2.1.2.2), and Cameron 
(b. 1997; 1.2.9.2.1.2.3).   

Ruth Wilma (1934-72; 1.2.9.2.2), after being a typist at Ontario Hydro, joined the RCAF, where 
she met her husband, Robert (Bob) Ewart (b. 1934; 1.2.9.2.2a), who had joined the RCN in 
1952 and served in the Korean War before transferring to the RCAF, from which he retired in 
1972. He then became an assistant air traffic controller at Edmonton International Airport. 
They had six children: Robert (b. 1957; 1.2.9.2.2.1), a bachelor; Leslie (b. 1960; 1.2.9.2.2.2), a 
spinster; Ruth (b. 1962; 1.2.9.2.2.3), who married, divorced, and married again, and had 
children from both marriages; Dawn (b. 1964; 1.2.9.2.2.4), who married and had children; 
Cheryl (b. 1965; 1.2.9.2.2.5) who acquired a partner; and Wayne (b. 1967; 1.2.9.2.2.6), a 
bachelor.  

Vernon Samuel (b. 1938; 1.2.9.2.3) married Dona Swift (1941-80; 1.2.9.2a) in 1959; they 
had two children: Edward (b. 1964; 1.2.9.2.3.1) and Whitney (1968-92; 1.2.9.2.3.2). 
Following Dona’s death, Vernon married Margaret Shafer (1941-94; 1.2.9.2.3b) in 1985. 

Margaret Boal (1.2.9.3) 

Margaret (Sissie) Boal (1894-1971; 1.2.9.3) was a spinster. She had an illegitimate child – Charles 
Chatterton (Cha Cha) (1.2.9.3.1) – in 1916, but he died less than a year later in 1917. She emigrated 
to Toronto with her mother and siblings in 1919 and, between then and the early 1950s, held a series 
of manual jobs at Hinde & Dauch Paper Co. 
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Samuel Adam Boal (1.2.9.4) 

Samuel Adam Boal (1897-1992) was employed as a manual worker in Colvilles iron and steel company 
until he was 65, and then worked for the next ten years as a night watchmen at Motherwell Machinery 
and Scrap Company. He was a committed Orangeman and in 1949, in his capacity as the Worthy Grand 
Master of District 25 of the Orange Lodge in Motherwell, he played the part of King Billy by riding a 
white horse in full regalia in the Walk (i.e., a parade) to mark the 159th Anniversary of the Battle of 
the Boyne. He did not know how to ride a horse, and had to be given lessons beforehand by the 
Glasgow police. He had, like some of his siblings, musical ability, singing in St Mary’s Church in 
Motherwell until a year before his death at 94.  

In 1919 Samuel married Margaret (Peggy) McRoberts (1900-74; 1.2.9.4a), who, like her husband, was 
a committed supporter of the Orange Order and St Mary’s Church. She was a munitions worker during 
WWI and, during WWII, assisted her husband in his duties as a Civil Defence Corps Warden. She and 
her husband had four children: Samuel; Alexander, who died in infancy; William; and Margaret. 

Samuel (1919-94; 1.2.9.4.1) had tuberculosis as a young man. He served in the Royal Navy 
during WWII. He worked as a crane driver at Colvilles iron and steel plant in Motherwell and, 
subsequently, at the Hoover factory in Cambuslang. In 1946 he married Janet Andre (1921-
76; 1.2.9.4.1a), who at her marriage was a machinist employed in Smith’s clock factory in 
Carfin. They had one child, William (b. 1951; 1.2.9.4.1.1), a teacher, who married Christine 
Geeza (b. 1954; 1.2.9.4.1.1a), a teacher, in 1979; they divorced in 1984. He then married 
Caroline Chalmers (b. 1957; 1.2.9.4.1.1b), a teacher, in 1989, and they had two children: 
Jonathan (b. 1991; 1.2.9.4.1.1.1) and Matthew (b. 1993; 1.2.9.4.1.1.2). 

William (Billy) (1925-42; 1.2.9.4.3), an engineering draughtsman apprentice, who died of 
tuberculosis aged 27.  

Margaret (1926-1957/8; 1.2.9.4.4) worked in a shop in Motherwell. Around 1947 she married 
Charles Ingram (1.2.9.4.4a), a hairdresser, who served in the Cameronians during WWII and 
was wounded in Belgium and subsequently imprisoned in Germany. Following their marriage, 
they emigrated to the United States. She worked in the office of the Mineola clothing factory 
in Nassau, Long Island; he continued as a hairdresser, perhaps at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in 
New York City. There were no children from their marriage. 

 

Emily Parks Boal (1.2.9.5) 

Emily Boal (1899-1987) emigrated to Canada with her mother and siblings in 1919 and spent her whole 
career working in various capacities (e.g., packer, sales clerk) for the T. Eaton Co. Ltd in Toronto. She 
was working in the China Department when she celebrated her fortieth anniversary with the company 
on 4 December 1959, receiving a letter of congratulation from the President. She retired on 31 
December of that year. She never married. 

 

Albert Henry Boal (1.2.9.6) 

Albert Boal (1903-46) emigrated to Canada with his mother and siblings in 1919. After a brief spell as 
a machinist with A. R. Williams Machinery Company in Toronto, he worked from the early 1920s until 
his death from tuberculosis in 1946 as a clerk and salesman for the T. Eaton Co. Ltd. Towards the end 
of his life, he married Margaret Fleming (1.2.9.6a); they had no children. 
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Florence Boal (1.2.9.7) 

Florence Boal (1904-96) emigrated to Canada in 1919 with her mother and siblings. In her youth, both 
in Scotland and in Canada, she was a talented silver and gold medallist Scottish dancer who “had the 
singular honour of being decorated by the King” and who held “a unique position in Toronto’s dancing 
circles”. She often danced at the rallies her father, the Reverend Captain Samuel Boal (1866-1922; 
1.2.9), held in Ontario in the early 1920s. She worked as a clerk at the T. Eaton Co. Ltd until her 
marriage in 1930 to Alfred Clements (1903-92; 1.2.9.7a), a sailor in the Royal Canadian Navy, who met 
her at the stage door after one of her father’s rallies in Toronto. They had four children: Donalda, 
James, Ieoline, and Gordon. 

Donalda (b. 1930; 1.2.9.7.1) attended schools in Toronto, Halifax, and Victoria and then 
worked for the Bank of Montreal in Victoria. She married Alistair MacLachlan (b. 1929; 
1.2.9.7.1a), an accountant, in 1959. They are both keenly interested in sport, particularly 
badminton: in 1995, at the Canadian Badminton Championships in Calgary, she won the 60+ 
bronze medal in the ladies’ doubles and he and his partner won the gold medal in the 65+ 
men’s doubles; and in the same year, at the B.C. Senior Games at Oliver, they both won the 
gold medal in the mixed doubles. They have three children: Stuart (1960-88; 1.2.9.7.1.1), Ross 
(b. 1962; 1.2.9.7.1.2), and David (b. 1966; 1.2.9.7.1.3).  

James (b. 1934; 1.2.9.7.2) was the manager of the laundry department at the Royal Jubilee 
Hospital in Victoria. He married Sheila MacKie (b. 1935; 1.2.9.7.2a), a nurse, in 1957, and they 
have two children: David (b. 1958; 1.2.9.7.2.1) and Steven (b. 1966; 1.2.9.7.2.2), both of whom 
are married and have children.  

Ieoline (b. 1936; 1.2.9.7.3) married in 1955 Alexander Grant (b. 1933?; 1.2.9.7.3a), who was, 
among other things, the general manager for McDonalds on Vancouver Island, and they have 
three children: Laurie (b. 1956; 1.2.9.7.3.1), Jody (b. 1961; 1.2.9.7.3.2), and Carrie (b. 1962; 
1.2.9.7.3.3), all of whom are married. 

Gordon (b. 1939; 1.2.9.7.4), a pipe fitter, who married Margaret ? (b. 1942?; 1.2.9.7.4a) in 
1960, and they have two children: Victoria (b. 1961; 1.2.9.7.4.1) and Robert (b. 1964; 
1.2.9.7.4.2).  

 

Donald Boal (1.2.9.8)  

Donald (Danny) Boal (1907-53) completed Grade X in Toronto in 1923, after which he worked at the 
T. Eaton Co. Ltd in Toronto and then, from around 1928, in Hamilton, Ontario, eventually becoming 
an assistant department manager. He moved to Ottawa in 1938 to become manager of the Oriental 
Rug Department of A. J. Freiman, then the most successful department store in the city.  

He married Velma Whelpton (1.2.9.8a), a hairdresser at the T. Eaton Co. Ltd in Hamilton, in 1932; they 
divorced in 1940 and had no children. In July 1945 in England, he married Marjorie Wright (b. 1913?; 
1.2.9.8b), then a “chartist” in the War Cabinet Offices. They had one child, Diana (b. 1949; 1.2.9.8.1) 
who, after her father died, returned to England with her mother, became a teacher, and now lives in 
Spain; she has four children.  

Danny was an outstanding oarsman, and in 1930 he became a member of the Leander Rowing Club in 
Hamilton, Ontario. He competed in the 1930 British Empire Games in Hamilton in 1930; the 1932 
Olympic Games in Los Angeles, where he won the bronze medal in the rowing eights; and the 1936 
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Olympics in Berlin. In 1939 he became the coach of the Ottawa Rowing Club and greatly improved its 
performance in various competitions.  

In September 1939 in Ottawa, he joined the 2nd Field Battery, Royal Canadian Artillery as a gunner. In 
August 1940, he went to the UK and then served throughout the Italian Campaign, reaching the rank 
of Company Sergeant Major. He returned to England in March 1945 and coached the Canadian Army 
oarsmen, who placed second in three events with Australian and English crews. He is described on his 
discharge papers as “a big [6’1”], sturdily built man who impresses as being straight forward and a 
natural leader of men”. 

He returned to Canada in February 1946, and resumed his duties as coach (an unpaid position) of the 
Ottawa Rowing Club. He was employed by the War Assets Corporation and later by Corporation House 
Ltd, and then, two months before his death, he helped to found Ottawa Business Consultants Ltd. He 
was killed when he lost control of his car on a curve and rolled down a twenty-foot ravine.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 
The above account of the Boal family indicates that its members differed in many respects; but it also 
reveals that they had some common characteristics.  Several of the early Boals had biblical names –  
Adam (1.2, 1.2.4, 1.2.5.2), Mary Ann (1.2.6), Elizabeth (1.4), James (1.1, 1.2.8, 1.2.10, 1.2.4.6), John 
(1.2.4.7), Joseph (1.2.5) Margaret (1.3, 1.2.2, 1.2.5.1, 1.2.5.3.1, 1.2.10.1), Moses (1.2.11) Samuel 
(1.2.9), and Thomas (1.2.3, 1.2.7, 1.2.5.3) –  some of which carried on to later generations. Some 
members of the earlier generations suffered from epilepsy –  Margaret (1.2.2), Margaret (1.2.4.4), her 
niece Sarah Salisbury (1.2.4.1.2), and Margaret (1.2.4.5.1) – which did not carry on to later 
generations. Several Boals were talented pianists, singers, brass players, or dancers, including:  
Margaret (1.2.4.4); Jane (Lily, 1.2.9.1), her husband Robert McVittie (1.2.9.1a), their son Joseph 
(1.2.9.1.3), and their daughter-in-law Mary Low (1.2.9.1.4a); Margaret (1.2.9.3), her brother Samuel 
(1.2.9.4), and her sister Florence (1.2.9.7).  The most prevalent and important common characteristics 
of the Boals, however, is that they were geographically and socially mobile. 

 
Geographically Mobile  

Dr Bowes’s research strongly suggests that the Boal family came from southwestern Scotland during 
the Plantation of Ulster in the 17th Century.16  Since the first Boal I might be able to claim as a direct 
ancestor, James Bole, was born in County Armagh around 1740, he was clearly not the first of his 
family to have come to Ulster. Given that the average length of a generation is twenty-five to thirty 
years, there would have been at least one, and perhaps several, earlier generations resident in 
Ulster.17   

                                                           
16 The literature on the Plantation is voluminous. For a good introduction, see Jonathan Bardon, The Plantation 
of Ulster: The British Colonisation of the North of Ireland in the Seventeenth Century (Dublin: Gill & Macmillan, 
2011). 
  
17 The Boals could have come from Scotland to Ulster at almost any time because the proximity between the 
two areas – at the narrowest part of the North Channel, Scotland is only twelves miles from the Antrim coast – 
has been the cause of migration in both directions from the time of the earliest human occupation of the region. 
But the Boals most likely came during the late 17th Century or the early 18th Century. Jonathan Bardon points 
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James Bole’s son William (b. c. 1770; 1) was a weaver in Mullaghbrack. So was William’s son, Adam 
Bole (1818-73; 1.2). He remained in this occupation and in this parish until the latter half of the 1850s, 
when he and his family moved to Ligoniel to work in the linen spinning mills that were developing 
there.  

The journey from Mullaghbrack to Ligoniel is about forty miles and today, by car, takes just under an 
hour. In the late 1850s, the trip would have been more onerous, especially with a wife and four young 
children. A coach service operated between Armagh City and Belfast, but six one-way fares would 
probably have been beyond the means of a weaver. The same would have been true of rail fares but, 
in any case, the stations at Markethill and Hamiltonsbawn did not open until 1864. So, Adam probably 
loaded his family and his belongings into a cart and used a horse – either his own, one borrowed from 
a friend, or hired locally – to make the trip. Travelling at four to five miles an hour and keeping breaks 
to a minimum, the trip might have been accomplished in a single long day, or perhaps a shorter day 
with an overnight stay in an inn or a farmer’s barn or outbuilding.18 

However Adam made the trip, his move from Mullaghbrack to Ligoniel, together with the Boal family’s 
earlier move from Scotland to Ulster, indicate the family’s propensity to be geographically mobile, a 
characteristic that applied to following generations. The later residences of some of Adam’s children 
are not known, but several of them moved from Ligoniel to north Belfast and then further eastwards 
closer to the docks: Adam (1854-90; 1.2.4), Joseph (1859-1927; 1.2.5); Thomas (c. 1862-1911; 1.2.7); 
Samuel (1866-1922; 1.2.9); James (b. 1867; 1.2.10); and Moses (b. 1871; 1.2.11). And some of these 
then went much further afield: Moses (1.2.11) might have moved to the United States; his daughter, 
Florence Thomasina (b. 1900; 1.2.11.1) certainly did. Samuel (1.2.9) tried unsuccessfully to move to 
South Africa, but then did move from Belfast to Glasgow, then to Motherwell, and finally to Toronto.  

The next generation was also geographically mobile. Four of Adam Bole’s (1854-90; 1.2.4) five children 
who survived to adulthood left Belfast: Jane (1876-1943; 1.2.4.1) for England; Agnes (1877-58; 1.2.4.2) 
for Scotland; Margaret (1882-1940; 1.2.4.4) for Canada in 1907, returning to Scotland in 1919, and her 
four children returning to Canada in the early 1930s; and Albert Adam (1885-1977; 1.2.4.5) for Canada. 
Of Samuel Boal’s (1866-1922; 1.2.9) eight children, two – Jane (1890-1969; 1.2.9.1) and Samuel Adam 
(1897-92; 1.2.9.4) – remained in Scotland; five – William (1892-1973; 1.2.9.2), Margaret (1894-1971; 
1.2.9.3), Emily (1899-1987; 1.2.9.5), Albert Henry (1903-46; 1.2.9.6), and Florence (1904-96; 1.2.9.7) – 
went with their parents to Canada and remained there; and one – Donald (1907-53; 1.2.9.8) – was 
born in Canada. 

An interesting aspect of the careers of the Boals who emigrated to Canada is their association with 
the T. Eaton Co. Limited. Timothy Eaton, an Ulster-Scot from Clogher, near Ballymena, founded the 
company in Toronto in 1869, and it grew to become “a retail and social institution in Canada, with 
stores across the country, buying offices around the globe, and a catalogue that was found in the 

                                                           
out that “Presbyterian Scots poured into Ulster even before the Williamite War [1690] was at an end. It was 
observed that ‘vast numbers of them followed the Army as Victuallers . . .  and purchased most of the vast preys 
which were taken by the Army in the Campaign and drove incredible numbers of cattel [sic] into Ulster’. A string 
of harvest failures in the 1690s brought about such a terrible famine in Scotland that perhaps one quarter of the 
population died; many survivors sought to make a new start for themselves on the far side of the North Channel. 
Edward Synge, bishop of Tuam, estimated that fifty thousand Scots families came to Ulster between 1689 and 
1715; this figure is probably too high but the Presbyterians were able to record a doubling of their congregations 
between 1660 and 1715.” See Jonathan Bardon’s A History of Ulster (Belfast: Blackstaff, 1992), p. 171.  
 
18 I am grateful to Patrick Fitzgerald, who is interested in and highly knowledgeable about the history of County 
Armagh, for this information (email, 31 August 2017). 
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homes of most Canadians”.19 Canadians often said that an Ulster accent – and no doubt a Protestant 
background – got you a job at Eaton’s. The experience of the Boal family suggests that there was 
considerable truth in this view. Albert Adam Boal (1885-1977; 1.2.4.5) worked at Eaton’s for a short 
time when he first arrived in Toronto, and four of his eight children who reached maturity worked 
there for longer terms: Margaret (1905-61; 1.2.4.5.1), Emily Patricia (1907-2008; 1.2.4.5.2), Albert 
(Bert) (1.2.4.5.3; 1.2.4.5.3), and Isobel (1913-45; 1.2.4.5). Similarly, four of the six children of Samuel 
Boal who resided in Ontario – Emily (1899-87; 1.2.9.5), Albert Henry (1903-46; 1.2.9.6), Florence 
(1904-96; 1.2.9.7), and Donald (1907-53; 1.2.9.8), as well as his first wife Velma (1.2.9.8a) – worked at 
Eaton’s for all or a substantial part of their careers, and a grandson – William Raymond (b. 1932; 
1.2.9.2.1) worked there for a short time as well.  

 
Socially Mobile       

The Boals were not only geographically mobile, they were also generally upwardly socially mobile; and 
sometimes the former helped to produce the latter. Most of the Scottish planters who came to Ulster 
in the 17th Century were drawn from the lower social orders. Indeed, a Scottish minister of that time 
claimed that “from Scotland came many, and from England not a few, yet all of them generally the 
scum of both nations, who, for debt, or breaking and fleeing from justice, or seeking shelter, came 
thither, hoping to be without fear of man’s justice in a land where there was nothing, or but little, as 
yet, of the fear of God”.20  

Whether or not the Boals fitted this description when they left Scotland, by the time William Bole (1) 
was born circa 1770, the family had become what appear to be “respectable” weavers and farmers in 
the townlands of Mullaghbrack and Cavanagrove near the village of Markethill. Hence it is possible, 
even probable, that the Boals enhanced their economic and social status by emigrating from Scotland 
to Ulster; it would surely have been their intention to do so. 

Similarly, William’s son Adam Bole’s (1818-73; 1.2) move, after many years as a weaver in 
Mullaghbrack, to Ligoniel was presumably prompted by a desire to better his and his family’s 
prospects: working in linen mills in Ligoniel would have offered him the prospect of a better standard 
of living than being a weaver in Mullaghbrack.21 And so it turned out to be. Adam himself remained a 
manual worker, but, as a mill worker and, at least for a time, a “carpenter”, perhaps more highly skilled 
and almost certainly better paid than he would have been as a weaver.  

The move to a more urban and industrial environment also offered Adam’s children the prospect of 
better education. He (and his wife) were illiterate; all his children who survived infancy seem to have 
been able to read and write. Six of Adam’s sons were, like himself, manual workers. Thomas (c. 1862-
1911; 1.2.7) was a soldier in his younger years and a labourer in later life; and Joseph (1859-1927; 

                                                           
19 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eaton%27s; accessed 31 May 2016. 
 
20 A. T. Q. Stewart, The Narrow Ground: The Roots of Conflict in Ulster (new edition; London: Faber, 1989), p. 
81.  
 
21 The Great Famine of 1845-49 greatly encouraged people to move within Ireland and to emigrate overseas, 
but it probably was not a significant factor in prompting Adam’s move from Mullaghbrack to Ligoniel. The famine 
had much less impact on people in the north-east of Ireland (i.e., Counties Antrim, Armagh and Down) than 
elsewhere on the island primarily because oats (i.e., porridge) rather than potatoes were the main staple of their 
diets. Moreover, Adam did not move to Ligoniel until the latter half of the 1850s, several years after the famine 
had ended. See Seán Duffy (ed.), Atlas of Irish History (second edition; Dublin: Gill & Macmillan, 2000), pp. 92-3; 
and Liam Kennedy et al., Mapping the Great Irish Famine (Dublin: Four Courts Press, 1999), pp. 69-71, 116-17. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eaton%27s
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1.2.5) seems to have been primarily a “sailor”. But three of Adam’s sons moved into more skilled 
manual work: Adam (1854-90; 1.2.4) and James (b. 1867; 1.2.10) were “wood turners”, and Moses (b. 
1871; 1.2.11) was a “painter and decorator”. Most significantly, two of his sons became non-manual 
workers. William (1849-87; 1.2.1) became a “bookkeeper”. And Samuel (1866-1922; 1.2.9), who was 
the most socially mobile, transformed himself from labourer to draper, to lecturer, to preacher and 
pamphleteer, and to public speaker; associated with the “great and the good”; and became something 
of a public figure whose activities were covered in the press in all the places that his career took him.  

Upward social mobility generally continued, but with considerable variation, in the following 
generations. No relevant information exists on James Boal’s (b. 1867; 1.2.10) only surviving child, 
Sarah (b. 1890; 1.2.10.2). The sparse information available on the four children of Joseph Boal (1859-
1927; 1.2.5), who all remained in Ulster, suggests they were manual workers: factory worker, sailor, 
Royal Navy seaman and labourer, and cleaner. Moses Boal’s (b. 1871; 1.2.11) only child, Florence 
Thomasina (b. 1900; 1.2.11.1), emigrated to Hollywood, Los Angeles, married, and seems to have been 
“well spoken” and “well off”.  

The socio-economic positions of Adam Boal’s (1854-90; 1.2.4) children and grandchildren varied 
considerably. Jane Boal (1876-43; 1.2.4.1) married a man who was employed in various occupations – 
some manual, some non-manual, none long term – but her children all worked in non-manual 
occupations: civil servant, sales assistant, clerk, and works superintendent. Agnes Boal (1877-1958; 
1.2.4.2) married a manual steel worker, and their three children – Pearl (1909-96; 1.2.4.2.1), Robert 
(1911-91; 1.2.4.2.2), and Agnes (Nancy) (1.2.4.2.3; 1913-2004) – all excelled at school, graduated from 
the University of Glasgow, and became school teachers. Isabella Boal (1879-1911; 1.2.4.3) married an 
estate agent and her son was a rent agent; little information is available on her three daughters, but 
one married a linen warehouseman and one was a servants’ agent. Margaret Boal (1882-1940; 1.2.4.4) 
married a clerk of works who became a civil engineer, and they had four children: one daughter 
married a skilled manual railway worker, and another was a clerk; one son was a skilled manual worker 
in the railway and engineering industries, and another was a bank manager. Albert Adam (1885-1977; 
1.2.4.5) started as a barman and then became a publican, but ended as a dining-car steward on the 
railway; of his eight children who lived to adulthood, six held non-manual jobs in retailing, particularly 
at the T. Eaton Co. Ltd; and two became nurses.  

The socio-economic positions of Samuel Boal’s (1866-22; 1.2.9) children and grandchildren also varied 
widely. Jane (Lily) Boal (1890-1955; 1.2.9.1) married a manual steel worker, and they had four children: 
Sara (Emily) McVittie (1912-2002; 1.2.9.1.1) graduated from Glasgow University and became a school 
teacher; Annabella McVittie (1914-2002; 1.2.9.1.2) and Joseph McVittie (1916-96; 1.2.9.1.3) worked 
as sales representatives in retail; and Samuel Boal McVittie (1925-84; 1.2.9.1.4) was a “house parent” 
at a school. The status of William Boal (1892-73; 1.2.9.2) and some of his three children is unclear, but 
one of his children, William Raymond (b. 1932; 1.2.9.2.1), graduated from university and became a 
manager. Margaret Boal (1894-1971; 1.2.9.3), a spinster, was a manual worker. So was Samuel Adam 
Boal (1897-92; 1.2.9.4) and his two sons; his daughter was a shop assistant and a clerical worker. 
Samuel Boal’s four remaining children – Emily Parks (1899-87; 1.2.9.5), Albert Henry (1903-46; 
1.2.9.6), Florence (1904-96; 1.2.9.7), and Donald (1907-53; 1.2.9.8) – all worked in various non-manual 
positions with the T. Eaton Co. Ltd. Between them, they produced five children: one was a pipe fitter; 
the others held various non-manual positions.  

To summarise, the socio-economic position of individual members of the Boal family has varied greatly 
since they moved from Scotland to Ulster during the Plantation, but they have generally been 
upwardly socially mobile. Following the move from Scotland to Ulster, the first significant advance 
occurred when Adam Bole (1818-73; 1.2) moved as a weaver from Mullaghbrack to work in the linen 
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mills of Ligoniel: two of his sons became non-manual workers; the other five remained in manual work, 
but three of them entered skilled trades. A significant development occurred in the 1930s, when the 
three children of Agnes Boal (1.2.4.2) as well as a daughter of Jane (Lily) Boal (1.2.9.1) graduated from 
the University of Glasgow and became school teachers. And another occurred with the expansion of 
higher education following World War II: the descendants of the Boals increasingly graduated from 
university and entered managerial and professional employment.  

 
Boals and Bamfords   

To end on a personal note, one reason I have been interested in the history of the Boal family is that 
it had a significant impact upon my mother, Margaret (Madge) Bamford (1904-88; 1.2.4.4.1), and her 
family. In 1919, she, together with her mother and siblings, returned from Canada to Belfast, her 
father Sayers Bamford (1878-1937; 1.2.4.4a) remaining in Canada. Unable to find accommodation 
with relatives in Belfast and London, they were taken in for several weeks by her aunt Agnes Boal 
(1877-1958; 1.2.4.2) and her husband Robert Gilchrist in Wishaw before they found more permanent 
accommodation elsewhere in Scotland. My mother, at 15, was the oldest of the four children – the 
others were 10, 8, and 4 – and since her mother was unwell, the burden of caring for her and raising 
her sister and brothers fell upon Madge.  

Many years after their arrival in Scotland, in 1932, her great aunt Emma Boal (1864-1955; 1.2.9a) 
visited Motherwell to see her daughter, Lily McVittie (1890-1969; 1.2.9.1), and, while there, she also 
saw the Bamford family. Upon her return to Canada, Emily wrote to Sayers Bamford to inform him 
that his children would have a much better life in Canada. Hence Sayers came to Scotland in February 
1933 and, in May that year, my mother, her sister and a brother returned to Canada to live with their 
father in Winnipeg (another brother had returned to Canada in 1930). Her mother, also Margaret 
Bamford (née Boal, 1882-1940; 1.2.4.4) remained in Scotland, and lived until her death in 1940 with 
her cousin, Lily (1.2.9.1) and her husband, Robert McVittie (1891-82; 1.2.9.1a) in Motherwell. 

The Boals influenced my mother and me in other ways. Her cousin, Pearl Gilchrist (1909-96; 1.2.4.2.1) 
was left-handed and, to force her to write “correctly”, her left hand was fastened behind her back 
with a safety pin, with the result, so it was claimed, that as a young girl her hair turned prematurely 
white. I am also left-handed, and on my first day at school in Winnipeg, my mother accompanied me 
to instruct the teacher that I was to remain left-handed. My mother also encouraged me from an early 
age to aspire to university. One of her subtler ways of doing so was to place on top of a book case in 
the front living (drawing) room of our home in Winnipeg a framed photograph of Pearl in her academic 
gown holding her degree certificate from the University of Glasgow and a similar photograph of their 
cousin, Emily McVittie (1912-2002; 1.2.9.1.1), and frequently tell me of their academic success. 

What would have happened if my second great aunt, Emma Boal, had not written to my grandfather 
to encourage him to bring my mother and her siblings back to Winnipeg?  Would my mother have met 
my father?  Might I not even have been born?  Given that I was, what would have happened if my 
mother had not instructed my first-year teacher that I was to remain left-handed?  And what would 
have happened if my mother had not displayed the pictures of Pearl Gilchrist and Emily McVittie and 
told me about their academic accomplishments?  Would I not have gone to university and become an 
academic?  Counterfactual questions of this kind always invite speculative answers that are difficult 
to interpret. So I will not answer them. I am grateful, however, for the many kindnesses that the Boals 
showed the Bamfords; that I encountered many of the extended Boal family during the course of my 
research; and, in particular, that I was able to meet both Pearl Gilchrist and Emily McVittie before they 
died.  
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Boal Family Photographs

Possibly Jane Fulton (Fultons, 1a)

Adam Boal (1.2.4)
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Adam Boal (1.2.4)

Margaret Boal (1.2.4a)
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Adam, Margaret and Jane Boal (1.2.4, 1.2.4a and 1.2.4.1)

Unknown, but probably a brother of Adam Boal (1.2.4a), possibly 
Joseph (1.2.5), James (1.2.10) or Moses (1.2.11)
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Margaret and Jane Boal (1.2.4.4 and 1.2.4.1)

Isabella, Agnes and Jane Boal (1.2.4.3, 1.2.4.2 and 1.2.4.1)
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Jane Salisbury (née Boal) and May (1.2.4.1 and 1.2.4.1.1), 
c. 1903

William Salisbury (1.2.4.1a)
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Ivy Salisbury (1.2.4.1.3), November 1932

Ivy and May Salisbury (1.2.4.1.3 and 1.2.4.1.1)
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Charles Salisbury (1.2.4.1.4), London 1936

Sarah Salisbury and Alex Collier (1.2.4.1.2 and 1.2.4.1.2a) on  
their wedding day, 7 March 1930, Chapel of St Peter and St Paul, 
Buenos Aires
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Agnes Gilchrist (née Boal; 1.2.4.2)

Ivy Salisbury and Reuben Seddon (1.2.4.1.3 and 1.2.4.1.3a) on 
their wedding day
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Pearl and Bobby Gilchrist (1.2.4.2.1 and 1.2.4.2.2)

Robert Gilchrist (1.2.4.2a)
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Pearl Gilchrist (1.2.4.2.1) in her graduation gown

Pearl Gilchrist (1.2.4.2.1)
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Nancy Gilchrist (1.2.4.2.3)

Bobby Gilchrist (1.2.4.2.2)
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(Back row, from left) Robert Gilchrist, Pearl Gilchrist, Bobby 
Gilchrist and Agnes Boal (1.2.4.2a, 1.2.4.2.1 , 1.2.4.2.1.2 and 
1.2.4.2). (Front row, from left) Agnes Boal and Margaret Boal 
(1.2.4.2.3 and 1.2.4a)

Nancy Gilchrist and Reginald Green (1.2.4.2.3 and 1.2.4.2.3a)
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Walter Gray (1.2.4.3a)

Isabella Gray (née Boal); 1.2.4.3)
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Albert Adam Boal (1.2.4.5), 1907

Emily Martin Boal (1.2.4.5a)
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Albert Adam Boal, Lenore and Martin (1.2.4.5, 1.2.4.5.8 and 1.2.4.5.9)

Patricia Boal (Pat; 1.2.4.5.2)
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Alice Boal (1.2.4.5.6), Toronto, August 1931

Samuel Boal (1.2.9)
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Sam Boal (1.2.9), on left

Sam Boal (1.2.9), standing on a captured German gun, addressing a WW1 recruitment rally in Trafalgar Square, 
London
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Christmas card from Emma Boal (1.2.9a), wife of Pastor Sam Boal (1.2.9), to Annabella (Buntie, Belle, née McVittie) and Bill Miller, 1942

Line drawing of Pastor Sam Boal (1.2.9)
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Jane McVittie (née Boal;) and Joe McVittie (1.2.9.1a and 1.2.9.1.3)

Emily McVittie (1.2.9.1.1) in her graduation gown
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Emily Macdonald (née McVittie) and Elizabeth (1.2.9.1.1 and 
1.2.9.1.1.2)

Belle Miller (née McVittie; 1.2.9.1.2)
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Joe McVittie (1.2.9.1.3)

Joe and Christina McVittie (1.2.9.1.3 and 1.2.9.1.3a)
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Sam Boal jun. (1.2.9.4) in his naval uniform

Donald and William Boal (1.2.9.8 and 1.2.9.2)
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Sam Boal jun.(1.2.9.4)

Sam Boal jun. (1.2.9.4) playing the part of William of Orange 
during an Orange celebration in Motherwell to mark the 259th 
anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne, 1949
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Three generation of Boals. (From left), Sam Boal jun., Samuel Boal and Billy Boal (1.2.9.4, 1.2.9.4.1 and 1.2.9.4.1.1)

Janet Boal (née Andre; 1.2.9.4.1a)
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Florence Boal (1.2.9.7), a noted Scottish dancer who was 
decorated by King George V

Albert Henry Boal (1.2.9.6)
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Wolfhill Mill, Ligoniel

Donald and Emily Boal (1.2.9.8 and 1.2.9.5)
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Pat’s Bar, Belfast (now closed). A famous Belfast hostelry, previously owned by Margaret Boal (1.2.4a)

Albert Boal’s (1.2.4.5) home: 36 Castleton Gardens





 
 
 
 

Pinpointing the Boal Scottish 
Paternal Ancestral Origin 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Dr Tyrone Bowes 
May 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 

www.scottishorigenes.com 
 
 



 

258  

 

Introduction 
 

There are approximately 8,000 surnames associated with Ireland. Those surnames can be of 
Irish, Viking, Norman, English, Welsh, and Scots origin. Some have changed considerably since 
they first appeared, with essentially all Gaelic surnames being extensively anglicised. As a result 
of this Anglicisation process, the original meaning of many Gaelic surnames and their origin is 
lost, because the anglicised surname becomes gradually indistinguishable from its English 
equivalent. Additionally, as the English language has evolved, the spelling of each surname has 
changed over time and distance, with spelling variations typically arising as an individual’s 
ancestors moved further and further from the place of origin. 

 
Since Ireland has remained largely an agriculturally-based society, however, each surname can 
still be found concentrated in the area where the surname first appeared or where one’s 
ancestors first settled. Hence an examination of each surname’s distribution can reveal clues as 
to whether a surname was of Gaelic-Irish, Viking, Norman, English or Scots origin. In addition, 
an individual’s ancestors have often left evidence of their ancestral link with an area in its 
history, castles, and placenames. This means that an examination of modern maps and 
historical records can reveal additional information about one’s ancestral origin and the origin 
of their surname. 
 
 

Boal Surname in Ireland 
 
An examination of a surname and its distribution pattern in early census data can reveal details 
of its origin within Ireland. For example, Irish surnames (those of Gaelic-Irish origin) typically 
begin with O' or Mac, and people with 'Irish Surnames' were overwhelmingly Catholic in the 
1901 census. In contrast, the 16th and 17th Century English-speaking Scots and English Planters 
did not often integrate with the locals, and their descendants in 1901 were overwhelmingly 
Protestant (greater than 90%). In addition, the spelling of surnames introduced into Ireland 
tends to evolve, frequently a result of an administrator unfamiliar with a surname who spells 
the surname as he hears it; these changes become more noticeable the further one moves 
away from the county of origin. 

 
The 1901 census of Ireland reveals 626 individuals called Boal (112) or Bole (514), 95% of whom 
were Protestant; hence the Bole/Boal surname is of Plantation origin within Ireland. The 
Planters were drawn to Ireland by the offer of land, and left farming communities in Scotland 
and England to settle and farm land in Ireland. Since land (like the surname) is typically passed 
from father to son, and since Ireland has remained essentially an agricultural-based society, 
Boal and Bole farmers can still be found farming the lands where their ancestors first settled. 
An examination of the 1901 census of Ireland reveals 29 Protestant male Boal or Bole farmers 
(heads of household); see Figure 1.  
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 Figure 1: Boal and Bole farmers in Ireland in 1901. There are 29 Protestant Bole/Boal farmers 
 recorded in Ireland in 1901, who are found exclusively within the Counties of Ulster, an area that was 
settled by Plantation Scots and English in the early 17th Century. There are two Boal farmers 
recorded in the district of Killeen, which lies closest to Mullaghbrack in County Armagh where George 
Bain’s earliest Bole ancestors are recorded. 

 

 
Boal and Bole farmers are not distributed evenly throughout Ireland but are found 
concentrated in the north in areas close to Plantation Bawns, fortifications that were built to 
protect these settlers from the often hostile native Gaelic Irish; see Figure 2. Some of these 
Bole and Boal farmers are found in the district of Killeen in County Armagh close to the 
townland of Mullaghbrack where George Bain’s earliest ‘Bole’ ancestor is recorded; see Figure 
2. 
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Figure 2: Distribution of Boal/Bole farmers throughout Ireland. Pins have been placed in the 
townlands where a Protestant Boal or Bole farmer (head of household) lived in 1901. Pin size is 
indicative of frequency. Boal/Bole farmers are found scattered throughout the North of Ireland close 
to Plantation Bawns, indicating that they are the descendants of settlers who arrived in Ireland after 
1600 AD. 

 
 

Killeen Plantation Community 
 

The 16th and 17th Century Planters (settlers) were drawn to Ireland from farming communities 
within Scotland and England with the promise of land. Whole communities left and settled 
together within Ireland and, where they settled, they built Plantation Bawns for their 
protection. Since their descendants still farm the lands that their ancestors first settled one will 
often find Plantation surnames within specific parts of Northern Ireland that are associated with 
specific parts of Scotland or England. The surnames of today’s Plantation farming communities 
will often act as a snapshot of the surnames that were associated with the area from which 
their plantation ancestors departed after 1600 AD. 

 
The presence of Bole/Boal farmers within Killeen in County Armagh close to Plantation Bawns 
indicates that they had colonised this area during the Plantation of Ulster. Since the Planters 
often left and settled together, the surnames of the Killeen Plantation farming community can 
therefore hold clues as to their British origin. An examination of the Killeen farming community 
reveals 150 farmers (heads of household) in 1901, 118 of whom are recorded as Protestant. Of 
these 150 Protestant farmers one finds 74 different surnames; see Figure 3. The Plantation 
surnames of Killeen are overwhelmingly associated with Scotland, with a scattering of Gaelic-
Irish and English surnames. Several of these surnames, including Gray, Dougan, Allan/Allen, 
Wilson, Black, Brown, Ferguson and Fraser recur among the Killeen farming community; see 
Figure 3. 
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Figure 3: The Protestant Plantation farming community 
of Killeen in 1901. Analysis of this group reveals that it 
was dominated by Scottish and Scottish-associated 
surnames, many of which recur within the community. 
These names may act as a snapshot of those that were 
common among the community in Scotland from which 
their ancestors left. Names highlighted in dark blue are of 
Scottish ethnicity, in light blue of Scottish-associated 
ethnicity, in green of Irish ethnicity, in red of English 
ethnicity, and in pink of multiple associated ethnicities. 
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Paternal Ancestral Origin within Galloway in Southwest Scotland 
 

The link with the land is greatest among the farming community. Since farmers in Scotland can 
still be found farming the land where their ancestor lived when he first inherited his surname, 
or where one’s ancestor first settled within Scotland, one can plot where farmers with the 
surnames that appear among the Killeen plantation community occur within Scotland, and 
identify an area common to all. Distribution mapping of farmers with the Scottish-associated 
surnames Gray, Allan/Allen, Wilson, Black, Brown, Ferguson and Fraser, which appear as 
recurring surnames in Killeen, reveals that they are common surnames associated with multiple 
locations within Scotland. More importantly, it also reveals that they occur within Southwest 
Scotland together with Scottish ‘Dougans’ who are exclusive to Galloway; see Figure 4.  
 

 
 

Figure 4: An ancestral link with Southwest Scotland. Gray, Dougan, Allan/Allen, Wilson, Black, Brown, 
Ferguson, and Fraser appear as common Scottish-associated surnames in the Killeen district of 
Armagh. Distribution mapping of farmers called Gray, Allan/Allen, Wilson, Black, Brown, Ferguson and 
Fraser reveals that they are common in Scotland and occur in multiple locations. They only occur 
together, however, with Scottish Dougans in Southwest Scotland (broken circle) in an area that is 
historically associated with Lowland Plantation Scottish settlement within Northern Ireland. Each 
surname is shown on the map where farmers with that surname concentrated in early census data. 
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The Scottish Origenes Surnames of Scotland Map details where farmers with each surname 
concentrated in early census data. An examination of Galloway as it appears on that map 
reveals many of the surnames associated with Killeen in County Armagh, which are particularly 
prevalent within the area of Wigtownshire that lies between Luce and Wigtown Bays; see 
Figure 5. 
 

 
Figure 5: The Surnames of Galloway. An examination of the area where Scottish Dougan farmers (red 
arrow) occur in early census data reveals many of the surnames (blue arrows) associated with the 
Plantation Scottish settlement of Killen in County Armagh. Surnames in red font, such as Dougan, 
MacCracken, Stroyan (‘Strain’ in Ireland) and Hannah (‘Hanna’ in Ireland), are associated with a single 
geographical area within Scotland. The Killeen-associated surnames are particularly common within the 
area of Wigtownshire that lies between Luce Bay and Wigtown Bay. 

 
 

Summary 
 

The Bole and Boal surnames are far rarer in Scotland than in Ireland. This is not uncommon, as 
numerous Lowland Scottish surnames have gradually disappeared from their place of origin as a 
result of migration, primarily in this instance as a direct result of the Plantation of Ulster. An 
examination of the 1881 census data revealed only 31 individuals called Boal or Bole within the 
bordering southwest counties of Ayrshire, Wigtownshire and Kirkcudbrightshire, the majority of 
whom are recorded in Wigtownshire; see Figure 6. Within Wigtownshire the majority of Boles 
were recorded in the neighbouring parishes of Glasserton and Whithorn, where many of the 
Killeen Plantation surnames originate; see Figure 6. These results strongly suggest that it was 
from the neighbouring parishes of Glasserton and Whithorn in Southwest Scotland that George 
Bain’s Bole/Boal ancestors departed during the Plantation of Ulster. 
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Figure 6: Parish map of Wigtownshire in the far Southwest of Scotland. Early Scottish census data 
reveals small numbers of Scottish Boles and Boals in the parishes of Kirkmaiden, Glasserton and 
Whithorn (red arrows). The Boles of Glasserton and Whithorn are located in an area where many of 
the Killeen planter surnames originated, and those parishes mark the location from which George 
Bain’s Bole ancestors left Scotland during the Plantation of Ulster. 
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